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Abstract: Under the background of China’s ecological civilization construction and sustainable development, urban
ecotourism emerged as an important approach to promote sustainable urban tourism development. This study systematically
reviewed global research progress on urban ecotourism and clarified its origins and conceptual connotations. The results
showed that urban ecotourism research evolved through three stages: the budding exploration period ( 1998—2008) , the
fluctuating adjustment period (2009—2018) , and the rapid development period (2019-present). Research topics focused
primarily on six aspects: feasibility, evaluation, development strategies, urban ecological spaces, stakeholders, and
impacts. The study found that current research emphasized practical issues but lacked holistic critical reflection on
theoretical systems and research frameworks. Accordingly, based on the “theoretical foundation-methodological guidance-
application practice” logic, the study proposed a research framework for urban ecotourism. It suggested that future research
focused on constructing a theoretical system of urban ecotourism, improving the comprehensiveness and accuracy of impact
assessments, exploring the sustainable utilization of resources, innovating tourism model development strategies, and

analyzing the behavioral patterns of participants to promote the sustainable development of urban ecotourism.
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Fig.2 The core connotation of urban ecotourism
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