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Abstract; Against the backdrop of accelerating urbanization and increasing population mobility in China, resettled migrants
serve as a critical lens for understanding the ongoing restructuring of urban-rural relations. These migrants commonly face
spatial , institutional, and social “triple disembedment” , their livelihood adaptation critically determines the success of
new-type urbanization and rural revitalization. Livelihood adaptability, as a core perspective for understanding and
enhancing the sustainable development capacity of migrants, has become an important topic within research on global
change and migration studies. However, existing studies remain limited to static analyses under the sustainable livelihood
framework, lacking systematic investigation into the dynamic process of *risk exposure-adaptive response-strategy
feedback”. This gap calls for a systematic, dynamic, and spatially-sensitive re-examination of migrants’ behavioral logic and
adaptation mechanisms. To address this gap, this study focuses on Wuwei City, a typical ecologically fragile and migrant-

host area on the northern foothills of the Qilian Mountains. It develops a “risk-process-outcome” analytical framework to
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systematically examine migrants’ livelihood adaptation through five core elements: livelihood risks, adaptive capacity,
adaptation strategies, adaptation outcomes, and return intention. Focusing on three major resettlement sites in Wuwei City,
this research integrates questionnaires, in-depth interviews, and logistic regression modeling to analyze migrant adaptation
strategies and return decisions under compounded ecological, economic, and policy risks. The study aims to address gaps in
existing research regarding temporal linkages, actor interactions, and spatial embeddedness, thereby providing an evidence-
based for stable migrant resettlement in ecologically fragile zones. The findings indicate: (1) Migrants in Wuwei City faced a
convergent structure of livelihood risks, centered on high living costs, poor-quality redistributed farmland, and the risk of
returning to poverty, all rooted in the “hidden deprivation” of land resources. @ Migrants in Wuwei demonstrate relatively
high adaptive capacity and external support. They predominantly adopted aid-based and autonomous strategies to cope with
economic risks, while their long-term livelihood planning primarily consists of expansion and transfer strategies. These
strategic preferences are significantly shaped by government attention and support. 3 Return intention is more pronounced
among migrants in Tianzhu Tibetan Autonomous County and pure agricultural households. Migrants who chose the “aid+
transfer” strategy for economic risk adaptation were more inclined to “move back”. @ Return decisions reflect a
“subsistence rationality” trade-off; while the superposition of economic risks and the interaction between health and welfare
risks significantly strengthen the desire to return, the involvement of policy risks may trigger an “entitlement locking” effect
that discourages return. This study proposes a classification system of livelihood risks and adaptation strategies specifically
for migrants, revealing the underlying decision-making logic that “subsistence security outweighs income growth” for
migrants. By expanding the dynamic explanatory dimension of the sustainable livelihood theory, our findings provide
scientific basis and case support for optimizing resettlement policies, reducing the risk of returning to poverty, and
promoting settlement stability. Accordingly, we recommend a shift from singular interventions to an integrated policy
approach built on three pillars; land security, capacity building, and risk buffering. Such a systemic empowerment strategy
is essential for rebuilding migrants’ livelihood resilience and facilitating a fundamental transition from passive relocation to

active rootedness.
Key Words: relocated immigrants; livelihood risk; adaptive capacity; adaptation strategy; return intention; Wuwei City
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Table 1 Comparative analysis of three major immigrant resettlement areas in Wuwei city

o FRAK  wERE o PRAR . B 5 Bl
Resettlement . New immigrant Resettled Out-migration s .
County Location . : Leading industries ~ Core challenges
area villages Population area
X EyE ) M IX R IX EIRPA RN 2229 ;1 WL PR, WKEE (KT W RE
Dengmayinghu (BE A% YD 38 8966 A BTSSR S N ERER) . BRAS
E9) X, kbt R FRA
(HALTRAAEI)
AL iR JEEREI RO R R 153 TWe Fes . kol gl PR R,
Huanghuatan R RERHR RGBT IR 624 1A s % BT RREMR 45 TR
Bk 5 OB R R (MRS %)
BOHRS RGBT R IR |
IS kNN
F LA KA AR R LBOFERK SR R Rk 2139 /18877 AR D ARG AR B R TEA
Nanyangshanpian FOESSER FEAM EE AN (2014— KEBWXAME  EAM LN SEHY
RS 2017 4¢) BHLARKMES 4
2

BN XA B 5 0 (VR 80 ) IR B BAERE (PRTOT A ) 5 RBURR FHA S g P A (AR ZS L)
SRZEIX A b E AR [ IR AR -BOR AR S - R ROE Y B3l B M A 5 PR B BUOR 3R 3 5
M PR WIVE LR P KA ORI 1 BRI BIAA RS IS AARA IR (B, =X DIAREE A= 25040 A b, i it
CRIAN Gy AR AT A EORORE s TR L X BT AR A D R T BOR R BB R, R
AR XA SR AE S P A AT A2 S ELE TGk 7™ 0 ) - 3t B DB - XA SR (VDA R Al o EE s LA

http ; //www.ecologica.cn



4 xR 46

YRR ) | I B A K S IR R SRR |l & S 7 B A M Bk R ok 2 S 1) b P L 5 o S
B, M AT 22 E KU oy S RS B AR THIE N 43 5 5 e RO AL A T 22 0 T
1.2 Bk

A5 R PR RS 5 2 A AR AR 255 i AR AR S A ke i g T M X R 1 3R B TR B Y
18 RIS RFT Y 138 P8 b4 T — X — &5 #4 Ak Im) 5 R A | WAL [T A 3 ) 2 131 3, N8 86 M S2 1w 42 3R
R B RAT O S AT RS ROl B B R TR STROEM 55, 2022 4F 3 H A H AR EGE R B 12 B2
JERS B 4 24 ITERS R SR BRI M AR 6 T I ) R G 38 07 SR Mk 43 SR A B M S BOR 5 SR AT T IR
ViR,

B X R AL [ 16 EL A TR EL A REAR LU A8 535311 R 20.61% 33.59%F11 45.80% , =i, B3 1 DU |
B L EE P2 Ay R 67.18% (92.37% 1 17.56% , F-XI4EHE 50 %, FEENIT 5 A, AH
FHH 0.46, FUEAE M 43777.61 JC, PP AR A 29030 JC, MRS B S BE WA F 0] %) 4 FE i AR A =
R P (ERIA>85%) i 65.64% , Feolk 7 (AER WA it 50%—85%) i 22.90% , 4l 7 (4 lk i
A=80%) i 9.93% , 2l 1 (MU =80% ) 5 1.53% (%% 2)

x2 FIHFHSE

Table 2 Characteristics of respondents
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Fig.1 Framework of migrant livelihood adaptability
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Table 3 Evaluation index system of migrants’ adaptability
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Table 4 Classification of livelihood risk coping methods and livelihood strategies for migrants
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