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Abstract: Advancing the localization of sustainable development assessment is significant both globally and locally. By

aligning the goals of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Agenda with the tasks of Chinese-style modernization,
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this study proposes an evaluation index system that incorporates peak and net-zero carbon emissions and common prosperity
into sustainable development assessment. It encompasses five key dimensions of sustainability; high-quality economic
growth, social well-being improvement, equitable sharing of prosperity, green and low-carbon transition, and environmental
governance, including 48 specific indicators. Using this evaluation index system, we evaluate the progress of sustainable
development in 31 Chinese provinces from 2013 to 2022, with a particular focus on the spatial correlations and dimensional
coupling coordination of provincial sustainability, examine the impacts of efforts towards peak and net-zero emissions and
common prosperity on provincial sustainability, validate the scientific rigor of our evaluation index system, and discuss the
limitations of this study and potential solutions. The results show that; (1) Provincial sustainability has continued to
improve by 1.50% annually on average, exhibiting a distinct spatial gradient from southeast to northwest China; (2) The
spatial positive correlation of provincial sustainability has gradually strengthened, accompanied by an intensification of
spatial polarization. This polarization is characterized by increasing number of high-high and low-low clusters concentrated
within the southeast and northwest of the Hu Line, respectively; (3) Provincial performance across all the five dimensions
has improved, with the dimensions of high-quality economic growth, social well-being improvement, and equitable sharing
of prosperity experience an east-to-west spatial gradient, while the dimensions of green and low-carbon transition and
environmental governance follow a south-to-north spatial gradient; (4) Despite improvements in the coupling coordination
among the five dimensions, it remains at a relatively low level in 22 provinces, especially in the northwestern regions,
where disparities between environmental governance and high-quality economic growth are particularly pronounced; and (5)
Efforts towards peak and net-zero emissions and common prosperity both have affected the provincial sustainability,
particularly the former through trade-offs that result in a decline in the sustainable development rankings of ten provinces,
with an average drop of four positions.By bringing together peak and net-zero carbon emissions and common prosperity in the
context of Chinese-style modernization, we make an effort to improve a localized assessment methodology for sustainable
development that is more targeted, interactive, flexible and balanced. The findings are expected to offer valuable insights

into the spatio—temporal variations in sustainable development at the provincial level.
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Fig.1 Spatio—temporal pattern of overall sustainable development across Chinese provinces
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Fig.2 Spatio-temporal pattern of high-quality economic growth across Chinese provinces
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Fig.3 Spatio-temporal pattern of social well-being improvement across Chinese provinces
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Fig.4 Spatio—temporal pattern of equitable sharing of prosperity across Chinese provinces

i)

[
SRR B
N

o o
S =
v O
v O

41.51
47.72
66.07
72.18

5 HEAHFBRBEENHEERS

Fig.5 Spatio-temporal pattern of green and low-carbon transition across Chinese provinces

2.6 ERAERHLNA B R

H S IRBEVA PR FE A4 B AL ETFSHE (I 6) . 2013—2022 4E | P [E 31 A48 B AR 2 BRI FAS 43 1
{E T 60.63 LT 71.31 4EHHEK 1.64% , Hob |, KEAE G IR G T2 E 15 00(3.34%) , £ 8 T ol
F LA IX 2+ 367 2 KA T5 Ye B 1A BRI S, A5 R T PM, A H e B S5 e AR, 2022
A S IR B 4 B s MY (81.06) |, Fefllh LR (60.45) , Bk b e FE A A SR EA T B R
JCARAY S Ar K% S, P G 7 i X AR 55 3 38— P Tl [ A 5 0 7 A e Ak T s = R 0 I R 0 e 1) 45
e 22 Sl o W e 154 22 B4 1R 23.47 (16.32 T 11.83,

3 e

3.1 AT RREER RS ] I K-

3R I 42 SR Moran $5 8RR B Moran 48 KO 255 Al 55252 K JEAT 73 1 25 8] S A A 2 (1) 5 o P e 47
O (F3) . 2013—2022 4F, P 31 A IREE S PTHFLE R AT 73 19 Moran $84 0.441 LT+ 0.542, %5 (]
TEARSCPEZ o, HIITE 19050 LR E N IE A e A R B, ol LAy D v - A 23R MR- 2R -
RN R AR AR IR 4 Bl s[RI R (P 7) o ad 25 10 4R, - L SR AR A2 R A 4 S B 359 7 i g
BRI LRGP RS R AT AR R . FRTT S | - AR R i sk 11 A= 15 4>, = Aife

http ; //www.ecologica.cn



10 JAE = 45 4

44.50
48.95
60.38
66.46
73.38
82.16

Bl6 HEZHBESKERENNZES

Fig.6 Spatio—temporal pattern of environmental governance across Chinese provinces
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Table 3 Moran’s I for overall sustainable development index

g Moran $5 51 " P 0 Moran 755 i P
Year Moran index z-score P-value Year Moran index z-score P-value
2013 0.441 4.006 0.000 2018 0.510 4.583 0.000
2014 0.451 4.090 0.000 2019 0.522 4.684 0.000
2015 0.492 4.430 0.000 2020 0.493 4.437 0.000
2016 0.484 4.363 0.000 2021 0.528 4.739 0.000
2017 0.495 4.460 0.000 2022 0.542 4.853 0.000
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Fig.7 Spatial agglomeration of overall sustainable development across Chinese provinces
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Fig.8 Spatial-temporal pattern of coupling coordination degrees across Chinese provinces
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Fig.9 Changes in the 2022 sustainable development rankings of Chinese provinces with or without consideration of peak and net-zero

emissions and common prosperity
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