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The reconstruction of man-land relationship based on the framework of relational

values: progress and prospect
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Abstract: Research on human-environment relationships quantified the importance of nature to humans but overlooks
relational values. This study conducted a bibliometric analysis of the literature in the field of relational values from the Web
of Science database using tools such as CiteSpace, providing an in-depth exploration of the development trends in this field
from multiple dimensions. First, it assessed publication trends over time, by country, and by journal distribution. Next, it
explored research strengths, foundational knowledge, and the evolution of research hotspots. The findings showed a steady
increase in publications, indicating rapid growth in the field. North American and European countries demonstrated the
highest research engagement. Journal distribution was concentrated in ecology and environmental science. In terms of
collaboration, the author network consisted of eight clusters, while institutional collaboration centered around ten major
groups in Europe and America. The knowledge base covered theoretical foundations, quantitative methods, and practical
applications of relational values. Research hotspots underwent an evolution from single to multiple and back to single

themes, spanning both theory and practice. The study concluded by proposing future research directions, emphasizing the
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integration of relational values into human-environment frameworks, deeper quantitative analysis, and their role in

promoting sustainable development to bridge theory and practice.

Key Words: relational values; man-land relationship; research progress; bibliometric analysis; CiteSpace
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#0 56 Christopher M. Raymond, Jasper O. Kenter, Andra-loana Horcea-milcu
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#2 50 Kai M. A. Chan, Barbara Muraca, Unai Pascual
#3 47 Berta Martin-lopez, Leah L Bremer, Erik Gomez-baggethun
#4 46 Shizuka Hashimoto, Thomas Hickler, William W. L. Cheung
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#7 23 Tobias Plieninger, Mario Torralba, Zahed Shakeri
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