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Abstract ; Revealing the bottom-up effects of plant community on soil fauna and microbial diversity can better understanding
the biodiversity maintaining mechanisms at multi-trophic levels. Previous studies have mainly focused on the effects of plant
species diversity on soil fauna and microbial diversity, but the bottom-up effects of the vegetation functional composition
received less attention. In this study, we firstly analyzed the relationships among deciduous woody plant proportion, tree and
herbaceous species diversity, and soil fauna and bacteria diversity across 13 plant communities on Dajinshan Island,

Shanghai. Then the structure equation model was used to distinguish the direct and indirect effects of deciduous woody plant
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proportion on soil faunal and bacterial diversity. The results showed that the proportion of deciduous wood plants had not
only direct positive and negative effects on herbaceous species diversity ( P<0.01) and soil fauna diversity (P<0.05),
respectively; but also indirectly decreased soil bacteria diversity through the cascading effect of herbaceous species ( P<
0.10). However, woody plant diversity positively only linked with herbaceous species diversity, and did not correlate with
soil fauna and bacteria diversity ( P>0.10). These results suggest that, compared to tree species diversity, the proportion of
deciduous plants plays more important role in sustaining biodiversity patterns across multi-trophic levels in forest ecosystems

in the northern margin of the middle subtropical regions.

Key Words: proportion of deciduous wood plants; herbaceous diversity; multi-trophic levels; bottom-up control; niche

complementarity effect; selection effect
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Table 3 Effect pathway and values of proportion of deciduous woody plants on herbaceous, soil animal and bacterial diversity

RONE W O A8 Ak e &1 ROVE

Effect variables Response variables Pathway Effect value P

e HHARARY G HHESEW -0.57 0.01

Soil available phosphorus FR Z R HAZREmW 0.02 0.94
TS Z R IEke A0 -0.06 0.82
IR AR ELAESY -0.07 0.79
FAR Z R A P ARAAEY) o LR R -0.47 0.03
TR R TE 3L VA A L] R 0.34 0.10
e Eg;ﬁ”ﬁklf-\‘ffﬁ%ﬁtt*ﬂé¢)§§#ﬁ?lﬁﬂ —0.23 0.17
P ‘gﬁ%%*$ﬁ%£tﬁnt%aﬁ%fﬂ& o s

52

TN ARATEY) 5 L FAR Z R IEke A0 0.82 0.00

Proportion of deciduous TIEF Y 2R HHE -0.60 0.03

woody plants T3 2 30 gk AR 2 (] 4 B -0.41 0.09
AN 2 R itz By 1B R 0.36 0.11

AR RS ~0.50 0.07

Herb diversity

LAY LI FHATE SR AR ~0.61 0.02

Soil animal diversity
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