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Root architecture and adaptive strategy of two desert plants in the Alxa Plateau
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Abstract; The change of root architecture is an effective means for plants to adapt to environment. In this study, the root of
Reaumuria soongorica and Salsola passerina were harvested by destructive sampling in the Alxa Plateau. The root
architecture characteristics and adaptive strategy to arid environment were analyzed by root morphological, topology and
fractal indexes. The results showed that the roots of the two desert plants were dominated by horizontal distribution and
occupied different ecological niches. Large specific root length ( SRL) and specific root area (SRA) values of R. soongorica
(SRL =21.3 em/g, SRA =7.6 cm’/g) and S. passerine (SRL=22.4 cm/g, SRA=6.5 cm’/g) were beneficial to obtain
water and nutrients. Both R. soongarica and S. passerine roots were herringbone-like (TI, q,, q, being 0.86, 0.52 and 0.49
for R. soongorica, while 0.93, 0.76, and 0.73 for S. passerine) and had obvious fractal characteristics (FD and logK being
1.488 and 1.855 for R. soongorica, while 1.422 and 1.774 for for R. soongorica) , which indicated that they had simple root
architecture and high ability to expand living space. Above root characteristics may be the important adaptive strategies to

arid environment for R. soongorica and S. passerina in Alxa Plateau.
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MR FR A5 SN A A T TR e A e i) GRS B 2 — 1 AR R AL E A AR R AE R i o A
FIHEZ ) MR RGBS 1k A7 3845 D 3R 45 o], R TR 9 AR Bt 2 R M AR R A R A s IR R AR — e R
ST AR A Xt PRI 1 35 I M B B R AR IR L SR, i AR R AR K TR SRR B A X AR R
R TINUR T /77 AR 2 1 R AME MRIE L AR T A58 bR S AR 28 A A 00, T e AR 2R 114
53 LRSS IR IE 350

20 22 70 4R, 43 T8 TUAT (3 A S AR R A BRI SR 4R B T — ROk 09 05 v, R R RO W] W W 43T 4
U iE AR B IR R T LUE ARG R R U M ARIE K RS A5 IR 4o 43 I8 3
JERAR R AT (WA 2 SHL, 43 TR AE BT DL TAR 3 R B R B S5 SRR T 46 5 40 T8 ~F J3E I AR 3R 43
AT H % M IR SE S 155 IR EE T AR DR G, 25 G R B 1 AW 1 B 3R I A% B A
AE ) BRI AERE 51 20 e 80 AR, LT H ARSI A TR R SE 1 AR R I F A5 5 AR R
N SAEBUARSE , T AR R AR R 8 SR ORI 2 BB L MR RIE AR AR, S PN IE R T MER 1
S BHR Z AR TR | PR AT A 2 T DR NS IS H 2534 2210 A/ INBRAE O B9 T IO b 3 R A A AR
FIFMEFIE S A58 00 G F2, S (L SRR S TR P A JEG S R R T TR AR R A F RS BRRAE A R
U T T REXE ARG AR RGNS 50, S NSRS T R RS S LR 3R 1) 3 SR 2 RN T
SR PIRR TR LR R T AR ZR 93 e 0 M 1Y S B AR 2 P BB AR AR A 23 SR

ZIHY ( Reaumuria soongarica ) FIZ I B2 ( Salsola passerina) /& 4B, 7ET B X, JL-FBEA: K AE X
A 5T b S v R R DX 0 A e ) ) PR A 2 — o TR S TR A BT 7 5 v S A A R T e
PESEAE Y , W3 oA SR A R A T TR AT b 1350 A AR oA, BV 3E 2ok R4 73 A AR AR 78
i < /K A BRI A | N AR R A AR B, — O N LR R AT, HbUEST R R R, HA LW EAE
F 3T RSB X R S B K R SIR B BT AR AR B AT 5 B0
P RS HEEIR AL, LU P B B30 M A A R85 52 B R B 52 21 AT (T 5 5 /0 b 5 SO TR A ) 1t T
F 3, T PAFPSEBAE ) NE A VD R IR PR BE 1) R AFIE N, 1 i AR R AL BURA RS2 00 BB AR A 25 8 T i X
YR - T AR 2GR X TV AR A AR B2 X, T, A SOMR RIEBRHE 53 TE
FEOE AN FMREAE =5 T 20 1 210 RS BR R B 32 DUAR R A BYRE 5L, 3 W 20D RIS B B SR AR T AR 540 J T % 1
S A I 7 YT A X BT v P R T R AR B AR AGE W . IR R T R XA A B
B R AR T S B A 8 s BT 2 5 7Y R R 2 R B R i B PR AR A, X8 12l DX A S DR P R A2
i Sy S

1 #E7E

1.1 R IXHEN

TF 5 DX el A7 T BT 47 26 125 Jir PG i 2, VT VO 0 B 7 B, A3 LU L, FEHb PR 5k 101°34'E,38°46'N,, %X &
VB I A TS5, B AR TH AR R /K 119.5 mm , AEH7E K & 2722 mm, B B B AR 2%
K EZEFR BEKER  BERTHRM, SRR EGE , FHSR 9.4°C 1 H&MK,F1-7.0C;7 A &5, 73
24.2°C, 4E¥IH BEE2991.7h AEITEREIA 170 A, WD EREEE, KD 2 K RIREL = HU N KOAIK, —
WA T HB T LA -40 m, IR IR+ | 3R A BB RN FoK L RE 155, IR BUR B 1.45
g/em’  UPRL R R FTRERE S5 20 5N 62% 20% F1 18% , +3E 8 C B N FILE P &40 0 12.85.0.47 g/kg Al
0.77 ¢/kg, BHLFR & 4.84 g/kg, ML & E N 3.27 g/kg, HAFPER B A KRB ERIE TR awb EHTUR
( Kalidium foliatum) 3563 ( Peganum harmala 1.) S5 52 HEAR Ry 3 WFST X BAEBE 555 0 18.6% , Hip 21 ib
MBHIE T B b7 BTG 61.8% 1 6.5% , Wi Fh A B¢ 41 IR A= B T& | 2 XSk P 40 A B Y2 ) She AR 0, 6
VR A APF 2 AT LAAR: 28 DX 35 PR i R 2 ) 78 (14) LA ARRAIE
1.2 FEACRAE S

2018 4E AR /K & 108.9 mm , Hor 4—7 H FE/K & 5 2AERK Y 56.7% . T 2018 4F 7 A~ AJ, 7EFT i
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3 5 RV R S LT RD -2 R B 2% A SRTRAE TRV e 6 34T 41 AR 0 A R X 5 R X A0 1) XI5 3 AR
75 FETT IR R 1000 m, BEJ5 K/NRE 10 m x 10 m, XHRETT NZLRD RIS BRAE B3 3B/ 45 bR (B e
Wi AR ) HEAT IR A BT AR HERE AR . CURD AR MERE AR IR B L e MR R R AR 4 R 24.77 em (1653.13 em ™ Al
13.1 mm, B EHIE BIEFRMERRE 5 IR AR 235000 12.43 ¢m 389.31 em > H1 13.95 mm, Z:MRAnERERR, 76
BT WIERRLL DRI BRI B30 45 2 bk, SERHCRELTRP R ER A 6 Bk, B BRE™ 55 T H/ G HidZ AR
R PRFFR R A SRR, R 25 em X 17 em BIPIREACHE 1:10 HLBI2 6 AR R AL L, T2 SEAHAR (@>2
mm) [N HE SN R MR B, O SR e R T K R AR AR FR A [ SE 6 = TR K B Al B i
>, A Epson FHAEH , H Win-RhI1ZO AR RSB 1 ARF R, KR R M IRE 10 em —J2
HEATRN 5y LD SRR 60 cm, 41 6 2 BERRAEIREE R 40 em, 73 4 2, B — 2 0 A AR AR (o <2
mm) , 535 FAFE G BRI, 78 65°C A Tt T 2 HE , A 2 — KPR & ZIR R EYE
1.3 Wik
1.3.1 WRESSEIHE

HRAE Win-Rh1ZO 5 AAR K AR e AR, L RHE T FRE DU AR AR R AR BT 5 20 RD N2 3R B SR AR
Z MK (SRL) (FE R mFL(SRA) 28, HAEAXT .

FEART (em/g) = IR/ A9 i (1)
R (em®/g) = RV Y5 (2)

AR5 28 B IR 2 5F 0 A AR LR MR AL ) S AR .
Y=1-p (3)

A,y B I S HTEISVRIE d (om) B R A0 ST TR 8 AR T35 AR A A (e, 7
5 B . BIEFN 0—1 RHEIE 1, FORAR R ALV L2 42 LI s BT 0, F 7R LR TEIZ 410 L
k.

Ry Fl Ry 53 5 327% 509% F1 909% K3 22 = W (9 43 A0 TR B
132 I SHHR

Fitter 2512 232 H1 Bouma 25> 42 AR R ¥R FN 4544
FEAESIRID A L RSURA AR (1 1) I e W —
M Rk

TI = 1gA/1gM (4) ‘
SR TT WA EME R A i K (R 2 ) /“%‘%
FY PR B 0, ML S SN e B T F (R O 1
S AW R RIS I BV R A S B ARIE o st

ol FRIE 43 S 24, BB 0.5 2 WUR S AP AEATI AT 3 % R

E/‘J&I\%Bii;?i’*E%ﬁﬁ{ulﬁﬁiéﬁ*@o Fig.1 The schematic diagram of topological structure of
Oppelt %53 TBEBUR R ARSI T oot sysem

AR THIHN SR RS,

a-1-1by, s

Te =0 =1 = b, (5)
b-1-1lby,

q, = (6)

(vg + 1)72 = 1/ vy = lby,
A, q, Flq, SYIFIR o F1b BB TEA ;@ S Wk BT P 3% B S, HEAIL S Fiver BERUAY A % b A P24
FIM B (Ol MBS BB R ) 3 oo, =lnw, /102, 367 oy Sh 63 4 A8, S50 T Finer BUREY M, £
R g, = q, = 1, VR LM ¢, = ¢, =0,
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1.3.3 MESERIITA

SIIESECR T S HEECEE . TERRIFOLE L2l E 8 Hil K BOE Hh 18.4 em ARUCKH H 3 il K
A r=18.4/2n(n K 0-5) WIEJTIE BB K TR R IEJIBECHIC N N, r TN FETEX R OC R, 73]
HU1gr F1 1N, R AARAgA] FERH T #E R g, = FDlgr+1gK , Horh | FD FoR 3 B4, 1<FD<2 i R 43 S0
Z R AR R, TR R R AR L IR ;oK T B 0, HABMOK , R e rh ™ JR i AR )

1.4 HiESH

BT AE SPSS 23.0 kAT SR ¢ K s XA YR RARDCS BT 22 R A T, EEEAKCFIRE R a=
0.05, K origin9.0 fEE], AHICEIRBIVELE Excel H5EM,

2 HR545%H

2.1 RALERE

AT 3735 PG 1 % LT RD R 2R (8K R0 119.0 em, T B A TR EE 30 62.3 cm, SF B AR IR/ -1
RN 1.9, R0 5 IH . BB B AR R KA SR 70,1 em, 3 15041 P-4
9 40.1 em , VYRR - BRI LR 1.8 ARFRIAKF A0 0 £8P Rey il Ry 73517 15.1 em F1 30.9 cm,
R 5 RECHN 0.94, BERIEBH Ry M Ry 2010 7.3 m F117.8 em IR AT F RN 0.89, KLU WA E
BMETE 0—30 em 12 BB EFR T E ML 020 em L2 AW BERKREER TRHEREEE
(1),

F1 2HTEENRRZE S HRE

Table 1 The root special description of two desert plants

; e MK E L/
, N AR VR fig
P AL Root horizontal MR Rsy/cm Ryy/cm B
Species Root depth/ ¢m Root horizontal 0 %

range/ cm

range/ Root depth

ZIH) R. soongorica 62.3+8.5a 119.0+21.4a 1.9+0.4 15.1+1.2 30.9+2.3 0.94+0.01a
BB S. passerina 40.1+5.5b 70.1+2.9b 1.8+0.3 7.3+£0.9 17.8x1.4 0.89+0.01b

Rsy: SO%IRAREMREIMARIE ; Ry : 90% MR R AW BI T A IR IE ; B AR ZIN 88 BB RIFIAR/NG FRERYMEZRLE (P<
0.05) ;& PR o P X (B iR 22 (n=6)

BR8P R SR LD AR R A0 A R FE MR R AE W S K TR B3¢, H 22 5 R 8] B EKF (P<
0.05) , ZLAVERRRAR R AE W) & P I9ME N 41.7 o BB B AMRIR R A YT HE R 18.6 g, IR TEBA IR 5
A RE A R B i 2 s R, AR R R AR R A E K TR EXRR ALY
L, LIRS (IR ) B A HE 10—40 em (12, MG B4R A Y & EEZ A TE 10—20 em 12
(E2).

LIRPAMR A FE AR K AT L R R (SRL=107.4 em/g, SRA=21.2 em®/g) /N T EIEE R (SRL=158.7 cm/
g, SRA=25.6 cm’/g) MR AR KA X (SRL=7.4 cm/g, SRA=5.5 em’/g) K TR LK (SRL=4.3
em/g, SRA=4.0 cm’/g) , B AR (SRL,, =21.3 em/g, SRLy, =22.4 cm/g) AL LR TH L (SRA, =7.6 em/g,
SRA; =6.5 cm/g) B 2534 B8 (P>0.05) , BLEHTE/NT 2 mm WYAIARVE BN, B BRI B BRI,
MAERT 2 mm BPHARTEEN  ZL0 0P AR/ 3) .

2.2 FEYRRIAMEEC S AN AL

BTz 35 v J5 P P 2 2D 14 A N AR BB @ (A) AR R AT SR B 422 B v, (M) P XHHAMKE b
FTAER S P/ NTEREESE (£ 2) , ANBIEHRTIMEE ¢,=0.52.¢,=0.49, M55 71=0.86, 2
B BB IET MG ¢, =0.77 .q,=0.73 , Fi M MEEL TI=0.94 (K] 3) , i & a1 T BB 4> 3, R B P Fp
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Fig.2 The vertical distributions of biomass of two desert plants
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q,: a BIEME; q,

FET AR 2 70 SCA AT o, AR R Hp 328D
0.05) ,£LAVHY ¢, F g, /N TS BRI LI R R B DA LEES BRAE B3R 2 A%, AN SR Z IR0 32,
S HEA TR R LLRD NI RIS B A MEBOE S AN 38 (P>0.05) R WIE BT 78 i 50 j 4 1+ 54507
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B3 2HMTEEYRAMESE
Fig.3 Parameters of root architecture of two desert plants

2 b BHBIEME; TL SHEMEEG A RISECR RN FRROR 2253 B35 (P<0.05) 5 B E I E bR iEER 22 (n=6)

BB PUREY AR 2 23 SRR B R

Wnp 3 froR  LLRM IR AR AR BE N 318.5 em , SFIYEERK N 11.4 cm; BERIE TR A B KLY 284.6
em  FEIESARE N 12.9 em MAZFEA T KEERI], 0 SR EENF IS K 22 7 A 25 (P<0.05) , HI%E
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T [RL 3 DAY REAAB ) , PR STEBEHE AR 28 ) B B R B e B R 7R TR R I FR 451

R2 2HRRENMRRAHENSH

Table 2 Parameters of root system topology of two desert plants

BMREK/em TR E/em

Species A M b P,
IRk Species a(4) 2ol M) ‘ Total root length  Average link length
£I# R. soongorica 9.3+1.3 14.3+3.3 6.4+0.23 99.6+13.3 318.5+25.4 11.4+1.5
BT S. passerina 12.0+0.5 15.0£2.5 7.9+0.45 119.0+9.8 284.5+16.9 12.9+1.2

a(A): FRAR R IEIE R BB vo (M) AR RITAINIGERE B b, MATIRIMCEE , P, . AR FRIEIRE AR s 50 030 119 o A i 4
B TP B N AR EREE (n=6)

2.3 WRRESILFFHE

LIRP R BN B RAR R RE A 2 . 2 B 5 IE AR50 5 1.488 Fll 1.422( 3 3) , JSIHEAR T K0
T, CEMASCAEEF AR E(P>0.05) , 47 LB LRI, Z0RD I 73 T 450 R T2 308 £ 58,
KAWL B S BRI A LH L AR MBHIE B30T 850008 1.855 Fl 1.744  JhSr FEAS T K
BRI, —HEFRRE(P>0.05) 25 Y RAE S R, AP E EEN KR TEREE TR, R
RIE IR RIGEK TG EX,

RI 2ARBEENRRSEHAESH

Table 3 Fractal characteristics of two desert plants

Yifh AR ISP e REL
Species Fractal dimension Fractal abundance R?
2L} R. soongorica 1.488+0.122a 1.855+0.089a 0.984
B ESE S. passerina 1.422+0.054a 1.774£0.033a 0.949

[RIBIA NG F By R Py Ah ) 22 52 135 (P<0.05) o R HEE I FII(H AR HEDR 22 (n=6)

3 iTFig

3.1 MRARZ A FHE

FEYIAR 225 18] Z0 A R 1 32 3 A% PR RN 7 ARS8 (i SUEE S M, Ry 1 3 g AN TRV AR 352 R 7K o SR I 0 AL AR
RO K A — 2 AR AR R B A A T AT 2 O T R 2 A A B R B K AR
DO R BLYD PR M G AT R BN A A B, HAR R A R 1T 2.9 m, R TR ALY
PR SR ARBIFGE X TR 5 VG K AL BRSO & B, FL A R A AR VR 43 R 70 em T 40
em , MR /ARER 5500 1.9 F11.8, H 90% HEY 8 hF 30 em Lh_ER )22 B B AR RIgR N
I RV 2R . 35 BT L 25 200 X A T SR SR ML LT RS ISR B SR B A A VA 4 SR A —
B, IXEEHR R A0 125 5T B 5L P R 1 A, (R R A T B S5 ORI AE 85 R R [RI 0 - ERK 43 %A
5, I HE BLUDBE A 2k Z A 34 [ /K B 186.2 mm , HHELIARVAR A £ HAR S K B 38 3 T AR 98 IX ()
119.5 mm, IMiH 2 7ERD 5T A 38 P A9 8 2 BH Tt /N A58 X A KA 4, 2 W £ 0 - 498 o 5 AR 0T 9 XA il
(AR T SR 5 b, 2T D RIS R B R B 5 AT X AR LR R A i, kI 2 AN R 2
HRAE A% 5 R 25 R G UR , A F TR K ARRIESE b LLRD R B B SRR R 0 A i 24k, HKSF-43 4
AP PR T AR R R S (B A R BB T R R R Z K X AT R R A N T RS IR
DX it PR P I SR PR S AR R AE IR Z Ak 3 A A IR B 3 3 B LR 8 7 43 A PR i IR T s ) A
SO 58S D80 T LR RIS B B AR (] 5 4 523 (A1 RS o ml B2 2 A 37 S AE A oy 1 52 3 A 455
) E SR

— BN A T 3 5 AR AR T A A ) B R SR 5 X IR Y SE A Y HOARORT L R R AR RIE A
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SR E AR, PoE TR RIRIBOK A IR R ) HAE S R IBCSCR BOE Y ST RIS B B
AR AR LR TAR, X H R, BB B3 MRIUR (<2 mm) (Y BRI L SR T AR T20 b, ]
RE R ERIE T R LCAPIR R AT, RS R VR )2 P e 45 /K ™ 280 T 30 2 J /M i
MRS HARY R AR AN LR AR, LASRIBCHE 22 7K 43 DA B 1 5 3l 20400 32 20 TR J2 4K
g1, Fe R SR WSR3 AR AR, i DA AR R b AR /)N e B AE A mT i ok 19 i AR A R
Ll R T FRAIE 2 A 2R 0 - S5 K 3 TR 43 (0 WL DA ] 5 4 A5G
32 MRAHIEIRHE

ARG 5 X E T B e 5 B UIAROC . 0 SCIRIR R IR Iy X 2 R R B EE N
TE g, R RS SOMAR B, i L S BB, SCIR 3 SRR ZR 0 230 A G /N T B I 9 3, A A T8 37 25 ]
(4 b A, PR AR A SOIR 433 8 R 43 S8 B T 5 B0 I AR B8 2 g IR AR o 8 s 35 U VB
B FE AL 58 & R, VO P ( Calligonum mongolicum Turcz. ) 1% i WK (A. venetum L.) #R R Y31 i1 B IE 43
S, HAR R B SV B A R Tk o3 BRI RO, ASBIFSE e B, 7 BT 28 vy D g 2 1 52 200 A9 L 3R 35
T LLRY RIS B B ) T R Oy SRS BAT 70 ST A IR 03 300 TR B ROR, ATa L B 4
S XA R GG T PR SR EAR Y B SR B AR IRE ), e HGE N Y B AR PR BT B, AR
A HFFE R SO 53 3CTE BT 1 IR BE vh A7 AR, BRIl SRR G A JAR v A 218D A i ( Nitraria
tangutorum Bor.) WF5E &I, HAR R 4 S 450 5 2%, 43 SR B SUIR G 3450 5 i/ VRGO 9 e 3, 36 st
VB H B ( Tamarix chinensis Lour.) SR 33454 X R B 72 T R 209 WS SO S5 b AL vl
REAAAE PIFIAS [R) R 2 53 SR T 40 SR I LR E LR M AR IR AIFE
3.3 WAL

ST BRI AR R 40 S A A R A 1 e T R BE S Mo R Y L TR AEBORE I R AR R
1) B R ORI A P P O R . FE S R B AR AR R 40 SCBRT BR s 1) 5 A e R ez, S
(] (A7 e TS 1 B L AT T VR A G b X 1) A R A T RIS R R, AT AR I | A B 43 TR
SRR ACE T WA AR B AR T S AU 00 6 el XA R 20 A R B B R B I 488, 03 SR %
AT S BT 35 i J DY P G200 (FD = 1.488 ) FIEBTRAE B3 (FD = 1.422) S EAERCE/NN , 73 S A M AR R 1]
B RUITEIK G BT 53 TR 55 T MR M ] 0800 43 3, 4 KB SR 25 1), LA R AR AT AR A2 Tl 17K 43 3R 45
2 PSR BAE YY) Z (8] 73T AR 22 57 7T B8 5 M 2R 0 A TR E AR G, 20D AR 22 03 A R, 3K 03 5 00 2 A AR NS
B B AE RO R . MR IE A E SRR AL G 0 R 5E 1 Kot 7K 43 R 55 41 B IR R 38 e A
ST ARG IR, A B R TR P B ) TR X LD RIS R BRI AR R I I R ZTRD N
BB R IR AR 7018 B B R 5, £ Bl 17 JHORT B 437 38 o JE 1 B e 95 X A 455 A 2 7 SR W

4 #ig

R 3 X BT 3 g S Y R R LD S BRSSO R IR SRR FR NS R R AR AT IS, AR ZR A 7Y
FAEJT TR 78 1 S iSEAR 0] T 5 200 A S5 A o o7 SR

(1) BTz 2 g J Y R 2% (O L RD RIS TR A B SR R I 0 A i L. IRA R R AR R IE 0 T 20 )2 B
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