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Effect of litter decomposition on mineralization of soil organic carbon in the

Jiaozhou Bay coastal wetlands

DI Liyan, KONG Fanlong, WANG Sen, LI Yue, XI Min"
College of Environmental Science and Engineering, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China

Abstract: The effect of litter decomposition including Suaeda glauca, Phragmites australis, and Spartina alterniflora in
Jiaozhou Bay coastal wetlands on the soil organic carbon mineralization was investigated using three-dimensional fluorescence
spectroscopy ( 3D-EEMs ) in laboratory. Addition of litters improved the mineralization rate and the cumulative
mineralization of soil organic carbon, which decreased in the order of Suaeda glauca>Spartina alterniflora > Phragmites
australis> control. The power curve model effectively described the trends of mineralization rate and the cumulative
mineralization of soil organic carbon. Spectral analysis revealed that the fluorescence intensity of proteins was greater than
that of humic acid during decomposition of litter. Fluorescence integration was performed for qualitative analysis, and the
results showed that the proportion of aromatic protein substances was the highest, followed by the humic substances under
different treatment conditions. Fluorescence parameters indicated that the degree of aromatization of soil organic carbon first
increased and then decreased during the incubation period. Litter decomposition enhanced the soil microbial activity by
increasing soil nutrients, which altered the structure and chemical composition of organic carbon in soil. In addition, the

vegetation characters determined the degree of influence of litters on the soil organic carbon mineralization.
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Wy ook 3T LR Al 1 AR S 7 A W R, A A DT 5T 3R AR ) 28 Y 11 U8 9 4 4 fife o e 1 D 2R
AR A HLARE A BT 3 PR T, BASR UL, TG T 5 40 43 Ak 1T 1 A BLBR 7 A 1) 52 A F 5
I TP IR (DOC) * B B AAR T 220 1 HAS MR A A2 £k, DOC 45 FRFAIE D 5 4 A 1) T I figp 1
HPEHIIAE H IR E R ALRE 1 R H RTE I 53T DOC Z5FRRAE 1 AR AU R AR V& 40 43 e Xk -+ 36 Bl
BIRAT ALSE A AR T 19 AR MLARTE . R, R G R U v o0 M Xt ST LB BT ML R 2345 B2 B 5, F AL DOC &5
FE A BERRAT R TR RN LI X A LSRR AR AT 5 TAR R — 258 3%

UG CTERAR M K MR AE AT DOC S5 RRAE SR T O s . 5 A A 9T ik A L, =
AEDOOCIE BAT I e e TR AS | S o BN BRRE S a5 SRR B RTRH = e Ot AR 4y
BTG EA LR A B FE eI S PR 20 bR 25 L ) i JR T, A U i T T DOC A A R A
IR R, X R RIS U8 7 ) O3 kv A AR S A ) S B 1 R A,
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HEAT BB P2 16 2R N 2R 9 P 05 B A R0 B 1 T PR 2 A Ay 39 WL R R 1 U VR ) S
Sk DU X Y5 3 3t A ATLBER S P A R MR , L 8 Tk S0 AR 1 R T, DR i 9 36 3 8 5 0 o e o 1
SEATHLBRA™ L RO W0 0 VR P AG b A 25 R e PR (1 S A5 AR AL B T3 S AR R IR S 15
Tt g W FERT G, SR 28 AR IR IR 15, 7 Wi ™ = | AR I v A0y e X b A LB 5 R A S
[ A = HEDOE RSN CEARBEATCHE 704, 3 DOC BYSRIR LU S A5 MR | U] NS5 4G 5 1 P 7 T
PR RN S U L A v ) o et S LB AT A AR R I B U ) i X A LR e B P ZE LR
R — AR 7N U 7 W) 53 Ak X T T SRR B 0 52 e S LR 2 AR

1 ARERSHARAE

L1 AR5 XA oL

P V2 Y M A2 T S M T AL DA R PG 1, YR M BT AR 2 348 km? MK 0—5 m, JEBR IR AR
72 RS DX, A2 0 2 XY, A ] 2, U 2 2 B 207 AR 9 XS TVl DA 1, KT
5 BB T, R A 6131.3 km?®, Wi 2 i i AR 4 2% 35 I (KNG IAT | SRk | Vb))
BRI 85.6% 7 5 FCTIAT RV £ ST S0 € T8 G Fh I B B3 LA 25 7 55 1 e M A A UL, 12 X 11 2 B
BERPA 735 ( Phragmites australis) 8% (Suaeda glauca) A3 (Imperata cylindrica) FEWI ( Tamarix chinensis) .
A1 ¥ (Salicornia europaea) %5 , ¥ 1 FEZE H ALK & ( Spartina alterniflora) W5 | 352 #1754 B AE K H
B B X T BORAL B - AP -
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FOME 25 % AR 4 REES 8, T 2017 4R 12 H il 2 0R A 1 R AR 4 SRR 0—
20 cm (A B TUHORE R A B AR o [l SC I S ) IS S KR B AR A SR T L) 2
FPIERAR B AT 100 545 SR 5 24950 15 5 K A< it 3 A il 15 77 60 HT A0 L S PRAL PR A I 5 . [ I >R
5 3 FhA ) BRI B2y, 25 BRI I L2 0, Fal Il S8 %, F AR XU FIE T AL B, 50 I 7 )
s Z Y 2 om 2 A s IR B LSRR SEARE BTN 1 FTR
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Table 1 Basic characterization of test soil

, " =SSl & T
TS X 5k s A g Total organic Total Total BT
Sample Water . pH . Far from
Study area Salinity/ % carbon/ nitrogen/ phosphorus/
area type content/ % the sea
(g'kg) (g/'kg) (g/'kg)
P HHMC 39.8 1.0 8.33 13.38 7.02 5.26 JE Far
Rt GT 36.8 2.0 8.26 16.00 7.36 0.68 .
JpP 19.6 2.2 8.41 12.74 4.13 0.60
LW 23.8 2.0 8.49 9.98 4.98 0.65 T Near

HHMC : HEAEKFRHL Spartina alterniflora wetland ; GT ; YEHEIRHE Barren wetland ; JP . B8 1Y Suaeda glauca wetland ; LW ; 735 1BH Phragmites

australis wetland

1.3 ENEEFRIAR

TR R % P E IR S5 77 | B0 WSO o+ A AR fb i R A B 1Y - B A ZE SRR IR E KRR
30% , kTR — 8, AR SE TS sk . B30 g T 1 0.9 ¢ 7R WIS 51IR G W) BT 500 ml By PRI
R, N B 10 ml SE AL ) ZNBEAR I FH 20 28 44 A1 B EE T R RO Fp ELAS 5 At 3k - g 4 ek ( 1R
1), P FLA MR S P I L[] R 35 B AS 0 0 9% 400 40 % BB ( CK) RN I i A 28 AR B, AN A Bl 3 AR,
T 28°CHEIRAR I BE R 2 A H 53], By Sk a, #4561,3,5,7,10,13,16,20,24,29,35,41,47,53,
60 d B BERR , In AL it 9 AL B T, LAY a7 00, SRR T 2 , I CO,—C Bt , i3 L1y
IR A

@ SARALHIE N ﬁ

ZH T HE ZH - BIERE ZH

1 R Co,iEFMrER

Fig.1 The diagram of bottles for absorbing CO, released by organic carbon mineralization

1.4 WFRHE

(1) =45 G E 7F Hitachi F-4600 HE47, IS 25 F 2218 K M 1 BR 2 Ye N UEVE F , B BE i i 5 5K
PEGE I L2 K B = 4D B, W BR B2 WU s RS SRS, 0 0 T R SRR R S G
80,

(2) BIEFES: DOC ZH43R FH TU- 1810PC 840 n] UL/ e A BE T XE 200—400 nm 14 W% W AEL, 35145 8] B
}0.2 nm,, FEEIE BT AR RRREE 2 (TEIRZKIE 2020.1°C) , 40T Asgy «Assy < Eoso/zes « Easzaos FIE . 15
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FREmFE] .55 0,5,10,20,35,60 d,
1.5 HEIE

(1) AHLERD I (mg kg™ d7') = [ (25 F AL IR & FERR B - TIRALFIFERR & ) x12/2 ] /(FEMh T BT st x
WFIE]) o A HLR R AR A i HI3E SR A0 1] A B i IR LAY CO,-C Sit (mg/kg) KRR

(2) R HFOCIXIA S (FRI) X =489G5 AT 15t 5387, BRI AN [m] A 98 ke / S, o i e vk
B ML 56 X IR 43 % 5 A4 (26 2) |, IR ad Matlab2010a B 54 E G IX 8 1 RUMATL(@,) , N
-t 52 Bl i3k — X8k 190 4 S 5 A A LA R X i, X @, R AT AR AL, AR B0 TG X I 1 A R A v R AR
(D,,) et B I — P R 25 A AL A o 5 BB el (P, ), AR

o, =[[1(.A,) da, (0
(I)i,n:MFi X(I)i (2)
S
(p'r,n = z i:]@i,rz (3)
P, =® /P, x100% (4)

F2 EMTREEH DOC HEER N IE
Table 2 Main fluorescence peak of DOC in Jiaozhou Bay

BTN X I8 , PENGIET D) BN

s IR J)" i, S PESCIEAT E N WY T
Reei Fluorescence integral Fl L Fluorescence peak position Fluorescent
eglon region N (nm) / Ap, (nm) uorescence pea N (nm) / A, (nm) substance
| 220—250 / 280—330 B 220—230 / 300—310 BN
1 220—250 / 330—380 T 225—250 / 315—365 H 051 R
il 220—250 / 380—480 A 240—250 / 380—440 HE R

v 250—360 / 280—380 D 270—300 / 320—380 T AR P R =

\ 250—420 / 380—520 C 320—360 / 400—450 HEHHTR

R FHZ TGS BRI S G S B0 5 #1835 +3E DOC HURIERHE , 4 S BRI Rk L3 3 figk 4,

£33 BRARESHNERTEAZ
Table 3 Measurement and calculation of the three fluorescence spectra parameters
9IS H Fluorescence parameter W 5E 5577 B Measurement
e FEFE AL B/ B/t index WO 310 nm W, FO0 R FHOEHERIETE 380 5 430 nm ALHI LLIE
69 EAS 5 HI Humification index %ﬁgﬁg 254 nm B, SR S T K ST AE 435—480 nm 5 300—345 nm P BP9 BE
645 %X FI Fluorescence index PN 370 nm B, 50 K HHBIETRBETE 450 5 500 nm Ab A9 HLE

T4 BEISBNERTESE

Table 4 Measurement and calculation of the four UV spectra parameters

HHMETESEL Spectra parameter W3 K it 57775 Measurement

Asgo 280 nm Ak {948 AT TG i fiE

A 254 nm AL HOREAM T OB

Eos3/203 253 nm AbAYEEAMAT TG EE S 203 nm AR AY S AN AT LG IE 2

1.6 B3 by
FH Excel2016 SR IEHE TR AL 2P | SR SPSS22.0 A% 4% kb B 22 8] ) 25 Sk E AT — 47 2200 H7
(One-way ANOVA) FIZETF Duncan(P < 0.05) 1.2 Z KL, J-FIH Origing. 1 A EFTVER]
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S5 M T 3 U v ) e xS AL T AL B R R 5

2 ZER5WE

2.1 PATEY T L AT HUBR B AR A0 R AR AL Y 5

SyFEATI , A A DL Tk S R T AR (A
2), 555 20 d BEZE WA 04k 219 10.18%—33.06% ;
AL R 5 e, A ALk SRR Ak B TE 4 ) D
(0—20 d) 3 hmdse bl i 5 B4 et (181 3) o dshn i v
Y5 A BB fb 3 32 R R AR b it B S T i, B AR
HS AR b Fe R LA % (2.23 mg kg™ d7') >
HAEKE(2.02 mg kg d™)>FE(1L.73 mg kg™ d7') >
ZEFXIR(0.85 mg kg™ d7) 5 A HLER RERGfE /)
R W83 (133.72 mg/kg) >HALKE (121,12 mg/kg) >
#5(103.95 mg/kg) >%5 X IR (51.00 mg/kg) .

TS IRV W - A AT LA b R A 3 SR ] 3
F T EX IR, 225 B3 (P<0.05) AN [a) i v 9 ik 3
(] LB AT P 48 22 5 i 35 (P <0.05) s B il & 4 +
A AL SR R AR SR R T F R B
ZE 5 2 (P<0.01) , A [A] 4 v 4 A 3]G HL A 3R AR
WAL 25 Sl 3 (P<0.01) . UEBIIEIE WA as N B
T A PR b 3 B b ELR T ) 2
XFHAT SR, A AR AR T SR b E0R
2 2 s th K | R A DLk 1k 3
AR08 R ] A 2R T S e A R E e AT Y
B R REIN RAAL (Y =b,xX"") B REAR LT Ml ik —
FINARLRES (R S) , HAH RS

WKW a2 A S EFRY BN R (15
T K43 5 ) py 3, R 2 IR R MR 25 G 2
SR IARTI G TP 45 A B - SRR B KA AR —
e, DRI I v v BB SR O R BB Ak B
W), AAESE R, V&) B ) o o (s |
VERTEE ) RIS A 4 (AN T 26 2 0 45 ) dl i,
TESTHRIIBT, 7% vh Ty 53 e L o3 DR 43 it | oy - 8
AR T AR BT B RIS SR T, - S A )
PR AR A, DT o e Bl 2 A ) 5 ) R s 1) o e £k
VERW Al R A i 5 Bl 15 3R 03647, 5 o0 i oy
BRI SE WL P FF AR s e o e 4 43, AR
TG Bh W7 B8 FR IR BR ) B 1k o =R R AR

5 —a—CK
T —=— LW
2 —e—JP
%D —v— HHMC
%<
S
=3
KBS
s
g
g L
=}
2 M—‘—4—4—;—;—.:l=n
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O _
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B2 EFHETEGYRT LESR
Fig.2 Organic carbon mineralization rates during incubation
period
CK:%5 [1 Control; LW : " 35 Phragmites australis; JP : B83% Suaeda
glauca; HHMC : H ALK RE Spartina alterniflora

E3 BFBEamRIRNT LE

Cumulative mineralization of organic carbon during

Fig. 3
incubation period

CK:%5 Control; LW : % 5 Phragmites australis; JP ; 1% Suaeda
glauca; HHMC : H ALK RE Spartina alterniflora

MTARGE, AP LRI 0 Y A LR SRR L AR TR e (0—20 d) , 544 e, ix 5

PARFA SR TS R R ARSI

AN [F)ZE Y 7 0 e At AT B AT T 3R SR AR A B S R A [, 5 i DAL 2 b R 9 0 B0 R AR A 3
WA . B EEOL T ARTAB Y 53k L RS | 10 A 2 AR LA A R 2 R o A SR R R
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SR T AR AU PR BER A ALY , I S SR, 2 e A B T i SRS S IR S R T KT R A
AL A A RN i e BAOK R TARARFHEY) , S L, it )8 B RS A Ot By 1k 41
U ANUE | HLEF A2 S, DN AR HCASHE 11 7, 5O 20 ik 5 ARASBEAG 7 26 1l T35 FR D0 3 AR A
B — 2 IR RELH 2, RELA T 430 1 53 Ak 6 3l , ik R AL PR RV P 22

R5 BRPEENRT LR EHE

Table 5 Fitting equation of organic carbon mineralization characteristic curves

FFAE R Qb2 PIA B (Y=byxX"") teiE ZE(R?)
Characteristic curve Treatments Fitting curve equation R square
EERiIRY I R it CK Y=3.44x 034 0.962
Organic carbon mineralization rate curve CK+LW Y=38.86X 07 0.999
CK+JpP Y=55.93x 0™ 0.993
CK+HHMC Y=42.64X ~*® 0.995
A Bk FR e 2k CK Y=3.72X 064 0.989
Organic carbon cumulative mineralization curve CK+LW Y=39.06x *» 0.960
CK+JpP Y=63.09X ¥ 0.933
CK+HHMC Y=53.38x 0 0.925

CK .25 Control; LW : 35 Phragmites australis ;JP :B85% Spartina alterniflora; HHMC ; B A6 KT Spartina anglica. X FREFRIHE (), Y 551
FRA WD MLHE 2 (mg kg™ d7") FIA LR B L (mg/ke)

2.2 JATEYI SRR A MO G RRIE 552 1R
221 JEIEYI SRR 3 DOC =45 ek AR E

R TRV ) o3 A AR R 14 DOC ZH R R R K A5 #4 i AE AR RRAE 6 18 DOC #1728 S 8500 s Fn =
A9 ERE T, FEE I DG X AR S (FRI) 2% =469 AT E BT .

(1) BSCHEE FI S EEHEEL B/ o S FE AR 2L HI

FI [ X4 DOC i b Sk VR AR AE Mol U8, 2 ANImVR Y FI AR 390 00 1.4 A1 1.9 HI a4k DOC Ji s 1k
TREE 24 Hi<4 i, i+ DOC JERE LR BE RS , ik 10—16 I, P60 + SIS AL A B &7 524 B/a< ] I,
UL 5 DOC 19 A AERFHEAR IS, & 4 KB FT 2258 LIS NS i B 1.51—1.952(Fk 6) , &
B 4 DOC JE 5 R IR MM A T A= 90 i IR I . HI 2258 T RIS BT Ja T BRIk 34, 2k Bl ok
0.52—1.952, RUPAFIALH T L1 DOC BT AR BERSS H IR T ) o0 e R AL AR B . B/ RSB ETHE
TR AT R 0.49—0.995, 0 + 3 DOC 23 Wiy ni e Jr v s H. A A TEE AR

6 LTI DOC HtHhEIEH
Table 6 Soil DOC fluorescence spectrum index
ENEL G FI B/« HI
Different treatments Fluorescence index B/a index Humification index
CK 1.51—1.878 0.49—0.983 0.73—1.952
LW 1.53—1.858 0.58—0.98 0.66—1.87
Jp 1.66—1.952 0.64—0.995 0.52—1.706
HHMC 1.6—1.87 0.61—0.96 0.61—1.811

CK:%5 1 Control ; LW : 72§ Phragmites australis ; JP . 3% Suaeda glauca; HHMC ; HAE K Spartina alterniflora

(2) & XG0 {0 A E o i

DA ) 8 9 s I e A LR P 3 F0 SR AR AL B A 35 B — EE | NI U R 928 0,20 .60 K
AR AT R, AT = 4RSI RHIE AT

s i R, 25 = 4B POt DOt OO B MDD A —E 25, K Hxt
HRTERE SRR AR AT 5 PPt FA B RS s 7255 20 d, BINBREE 380 A WAl LA 5 M B AR R R AE T
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Fig.4 Soil DOC fluorescence spectrum index during incubation period

CK.a5H Contlrol;LVV;4}44745%k Phragmites austmlis;]l’;ﬁﬁ% Suaeda glauca;HHMC;EfE?Kﬂ Spartina alterniflora

W Y ZLAZ s R SR A EAT 7250 60 d, ANl i) L3R K S IR 2R B e, HLAb AR 3R iy IR BE T
5 BhPCIE (18] 5) s TN 7 DO s B W 3O, 5 1k A W A v ) o0 i ol A2 1 - DOC f 45 # A Al =
Y57, BARCKRE RN YI 1S FOM BRAR LG B T OGN (R AP ) KT A € 26
JEZ AN (RIBFARRTOCIREL) .

AWTFERW X T Rl — RO O IO B MR (L0488 ) |, B & 07 A PRI, 70 T R, 3R 45 JEE
O R S RO T ILLIAS 1 R M R TR U L) T 22 5 L BN H A
P9E ) T IEAFAE 25 57, TR D T P ) R DR RN B 45 M R Tm) 63 J T I AR AL DY BT b A M, B )
GHRFR AT IR 1 ORI AR TR A v A BLR 4 1 B A SRR R D5 A o 2, R HEh A L
BRAL ST REXS AR E 2 A h TR IR C R BE AR A — 2 SR RELH 2, BELAGH T 3t 10 5 A 6 2y, Ak
RSB PR RTE YIS ) SO ARG A W5 R ALIRS IR I i BRI & BE R . NI
SE IR R B EIR B W, LR D AR 1 B (B IR AN R SRR A BT R Y O
BRI A PR T - R Wi M i, 3 T B A R AN (=BRSS5 B[R — & B i1 LAY R] BEE
PR R IO B TR K™ DOC G5 RLAAL 53 K A B, RIS IR B ARSI S

AETE YIS, L5 DOC POt BERT 38 DEIERRAE & A T B BBk, A PSR, 13 DOC 5k,
IR LA S 5 GRS W, e b iy S ] AE T BOEY BEK, ™ B R 50
FEWST S FERIRI S gt I 25 PR T, 300 4 DR O P BB T X DOC 43 R IR B A i 22 531, DOC. 3B A% A B
AF BN IR E A AR TR] OG0 R B A HUTOR A O iR Y s 3 DOC R
P, ORI W g, JRVE YR B IS R A OGR R T 2RI IR DO R B | F2 2R N O U i W A
A BT HLTOR IR e SR R 81 1 L, T 0 - ) JEL &/ 0 2 ) A 5 P ) 1 S5 VKT 2 11 B
i, H Oy it AN LT A DOC HA BRI AT,
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Fig.5 Three—dimensional fluorescence spectral characteristics of soil DOC
CK: %5 Control; LW : %5 Phragmites australis ;JP ;885% Spartina alterniflora; HHMC ; H.AE KB Spartina anglica. DO, D20 . D60 435l F 7/~ 55 5= 14
% 0,20.,60 X

(3) ARSI B E 7 Hr

R AE RS R TS 0l T 3 DOC Z5F AN A b 22 53, 70 0 0 AN TR Ak BT 38 5 Fh 2l 2 99k
Wi SEARLHEA T IXIAR 23 o SRR B8 9% 1) 45 2506 AR AR B R K 7E B 3R A0S 20 o, Bl 1 3
8 DX IR 3 T i 451 2 B DA 8 B Bl s , 268 ' FEL R (K (181 6) , 2R ph e 3y A 0 ph KB £17% =
DIV e, BASRE  FRWIE], A AR S E A YR CRI AR SRR b Hfie i, IS0 5 o ) Tt
(e HRR AR ) Uz o R PR (A= 0 T LUK U8 % 490 o B 28 1 20 i, DRt B R e rh 7t g
A LB A B A 3R 1 2RDE ) o 5 AN AR 7= AR BR T R SRR MG SR IR A, 348 AT 8 Hh T3 47 R J M
VBRI 2 B S ST JE BRI AR 16 157K R ) A 7 ROKHECSE G N 1 R 3 Pz 2 s e
it AR LI BRI OSSR T LU B v GRS O (2 LR R S I AR ) —
oK IR B A B JE 422 S G A 40, T 2 00 X 40 95 00 ) 2 A A D O T T 21 5 60 ot 0 8 o HLAT — 7 Y

EESRENN
AR\
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Fig.6 The distribution of composition in DOC fluorescence area of soil
CK %5 Control; LW : 35 Phragmites australis ;JP :93% Suaeda glauca; HHMC : HAEKEL Spartina alterniflora. DO, D20, D60 437l 7R 15 7% 1Y
% 0.20.60 K

TV W) o3 fad B2 -3 DOC 52N RFE
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