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Research methods for soil viral ecology
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Abstract: Viruses are the most abundant biological entities on the planet, and can reach 10" viral particles per gram of
soil. Viruses affect the composition of microbial communities, mediate soil biogeochemical cycles, regulate soil microbial
evolution, and threaten the health of plants and animals, including humans. However, there is limited knowledge on the
abundance and distribution patterns of viruses and the manner in which they affect ecological processes. This study focuses
on the comparative approaches to study soil viruses, including their extraction, purification, quantification, and methods
pertaining to molecular ecology. The development of reliable and highly efficient methods to evaluate soil viral particles is
desirable, because it aids the study of soil virus diversity and distribution. Therefore, these methods will improve our
understanding of viral propagation mechanisms in soils, and will provide information on how to control viruses to ensure

adequate public health and safety.
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FEREICH DNA RSB PREE i DNA BlCH B SR Wi o 5 5 Oy X le 5 5 DR AR W st 1% 742 5 HE 5l
AR REA HEAL o RIS, - S90S Bk S R 1 A W IR B R B i 1 2 i 2 AR A AR R
F T R A A7 RS

JOERTFETE IR R R 3 BRI (B T A i PR A 5 I e = 0 P B | A R
PRA: i JRTI A SR A, (A TSR s A AR A P T FR M8, R BRSNS T R & T T R AL AR
GIHT FER A5 AT B 2 R A Ay B AR LA B B, A B 2e 90 AFAR BLAE AR FH 0 Ak AR K 75 R 4 1
PR A 2 S AT 3 AR AT ST, SR BRAE RO 1o e 2 KA 0 53 S i B YA A A A e T 1k 26
T BHER R M R, E Z A A T RBRSr T AW 2E O ik, Wk E T B OB (TEM.
Transmission Electron Microscope ) FIK if37&E 1 LK ( PFGE ; Pulse Field Gel Electrophoresis) \BEALY #4281
DNA (RAPD :Random Amplified Polymorphic DNA analysis) 5 EAHZE &, X Z8 504G 00 FH TWF 5 5000
AR IR DTS, 0 7T X I R AR R ARE AR 2 U EA T . ik 2 %TﬁlQﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁjﬂiLTﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁ“THH%Ta%_l_ﬁif
PRI P G A3 | AT ST 2 35 S o it A 35 PR 4 L7 R )t B T L — S TR A A A EDAR
AR RAPD HEARMFFEIE S BN W P A 1% = 58 R b P00 A7 A LR DG 2R T A2 A 5 28 B i Bk 5l
5K TR L R TS HESh P55 R A 0G|

DU HA Y HBURD H 2 )2 B9, 28 1 9% - PR 58 B A ) SR A LT, OC T # B R 2H i D ) 4 1
1977 4F 55— RPN FE (95 25 12 12 Y K I AT I Y DX174, 2002 4F, Breitbart 255 5 Y 1 5 4 5 0 53 1
PRI TEMZZ 3L AL, 2005 47, Edwards 55" 428 H T 8 22 3 AL M ME A . Hurwitz %7 R 1 H A SE B 41 24 0
W28 3BT 7 1 AT T IR PER TR A A S IR SR Y, Boldue %5 38 5 W45 43 HT 7 B 48 /R 1 8 A R T B R o
R MR IR R AR B 56 F . #RUE 2 2015 4F 10 H NCBI $d i i ELIGR T 4885 B A2 1Y 2 3L 41731

IR SRS SR LG, IR B R B
I 52 23 A A, DA 3 v B A I i Al B T o B 22
B PRIXE | A SCTE 0 i 25 2F 25 2 IF 5 0F R 2% R 1) 6 il
B X 2 A A O IR A — R
TEXTEEE B LB IR 7 A S B alifl e B by 1
AE AT LA Al || s S — P
1 3 R 2 3 DT 0 75 2R 78 2 WF 5 B ok %mﬁ% ,%WEHZ
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Fig.1 Research method process of soil viral ecology
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1.1 YRR

P X I W B s FE AP S | 4 pH (E IR
Tk RS IE R UIA G, RN R et
FEIERE— D R A0 | A BRIy 7k o AR A H s R o - SO 3R R A BT, e Y - R
RARWA 4 Fh' 4035 10% 194 A 250 mM H & RRIAT 10 mM AR AN 1% AR AR, L L
RO 3900 B O HRBBCHCR , 2 250 mM H 2 RRIATR ' A1 7% A9 4= AT 4R IO Bl F TR BU5 U
Y 2R R A (EZ R4 A RV WO DA S U8 S A 7 S SR A B IR B R VA TRORE B, TC AR e £ R
AT 2 W ARBE AT TTE 5 19 (A7 A6 I B0 s VR B AR T 38 B AR e e, I HL T3 3 9Ol b s it
50510 mM EEBE R AR PR RCRBE R T AT TR BIR S, SR 12 B FH 2t b U se SR T 5 T8 B AT B, e ik
T, 280 5T R AR DL 250 mM H 2R AT 1% A58 B Vs T o Rl P, LA B 38 0 LA 4 4
UG RE ST | - 48 ) B B T A
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1.2 HHYRTEIE A B ifl b
1.2.1 Yl g ik

Y1) 78 12 € ( TFF . Tangential-flow filtration) ARG 3h 5 1v) 5 1 38y 1) 3 A e X y KR 5
R IR LG, BA MR Sh eI DAY B3R ™ AR B U1 5, 9/ g DR 2 OB i SRR, A By 38 2 ] RAIEASE 1Y
IR, TFF T2 T MR IREERE Al o0 8 AR RORE , B0 fs SRR LI 2, TFF R Gl
23 AP HEEEAE AR SCLAFLAR 0.2 m BOTUEAE FIFLAE R 100 kDa BB UER A H ([ 2a) , /44 TFF RELIE M)
JEH R AR . LA 0.2 pm FTOIEAE E2 TR IE LR ER KT 0.2 wm YA S5 A A 9055 T HAR/N T
0.2 pum P55 75 U BETE ek DEAE R T (181 2b) | 3 e WAC 4R 2ok IV B0V P A5 38 S5 i P o B AR o L DI ) B V5 AR ik
FEARAG , BT F—0157, RIS /@ 13 100 kDa AUEBIEF M4, HHER S, AR KT 100 kDa B35
BEPIRAT A A, 20 171 38) 103 S, 70 7 5 YR U e Ao A 0 s (P 2 ), 3 A O [0 3t 3 20 i/ s 0 R AR
HERRBIAEAEEVNT 100 mL,

TP I8 RS R UR R Wi BRI AR

@ P — D —
3 >0.2um ! >100kDa !

: ] @E ] wmE
# e o

I |
| <0.2um < 100kDa
. = Jpi - IRV
o) | o) |
— —
NG i

2 TFF 3ERGRFRE
Fig.2 TFF filtration system and procedure!'®]
a. TFF L IB R S8 bR 8 IR TR s . W TR IR S i

1.2.2 R R

R FEDUIED: (PEG : Polyethylene glycol ) FE /& A PEG B4 #5452 85 1151 43 3R 18 P 7K A0 2 i
TR R VTTE T, H T TR TR AR AE M 4 , & vl TFF He48 iR TR AW (50—100 mL) T VIE, B
G )R 46 A8 R I O I AR A 0.5 mol/L ) NaCl % ¥, FHINA S 519 10% PEG6 000,4°C i CE R
8000 rpm/min B.» 30 734, BV AT ARG HEDOIE , FE 22 iR s B i A 1—2 mL, I T F — 2P0 #EY CsCl
R B0 B DNA 13RI,
1.2.3  CsCl B FERARE B0 7%

H T EREE H 35 10 K/ BT A — 3% BE R —AF 85 BE A0 3 0o ik B AT T 2 1 Ve i, o ml T
TURL A4y B 2lidk , BERIE B9 K /NARAE | S B AR TR A 5 % B 2, Thurber 451 7 2009 4F A Z538 SCIR AP E T
BATHRIAGN . 1205 FE0E T AR R0 70 85, SSRGS A s B O, — S = XELABC 45

2 EEEAK

2.1 POLRBITEL

S 1 T H T AR FH B9 5 2 9 i 7 ( EFM ; Epifluorescence microscope ) 114172 , 1% 75 15 Il B2 4l
T T B P 5 7 A TR P ) 9 1 TR i 28 A 08 B L 38 5 i U SO e Rt Y 8 )5 K 0GR A T R A
DNA XSS G, TEDOG A T PSRN & 2 E DNA FIHT B 58 S RO 8505 #ESR & 5 IR
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o TR R OB . W PO EHRICYIA Yo-Pro-1 SYBR Green I 1 SYBR Gold 2543 AVEYLRL ™ Z0r Y
BT LB EL , A AN A T LT A ke, 3 FH - - S0 i v A 0 B ORI i Y, R EFML B
P EOE — S AR A, T AT RER — Se RN B T, S AR Y L S Ah, 5K dERE
diAH G, A A S LR AR R , 5 T B R O TE BT R, Xt 2 H AT -5 R EFM RO ek
LR
2.2 ESHEGET I

FEATFH W2 B R K JR LA, o S L F A8 ( TEM) B AR JEAE 9k 5 4 S 22 o B e £ BT B, BT
AN TR BEE i, i AT AR REE T2 HARO L B 50 ¢ HAERR SRR IR AL B 1 mL () &lifk
P 9 mL B9 K 255 F 7K, 7 Formvar-coated 650 4 22 W 4% F e | e 5 4 9 FH U8 40 B 24y
AR, 7 Z0BE R PR N0 7E 1% BETR DU A 5 4o W0 L, #E 1—2 min, PRI DI 22 2R Y, AR,
TEBFTHEE F SEHOR 4 000 W40, FRZ A0 R £ 40 000—85 000 A% WA T A&, X s 1743 2531
B, DOPP L ELEMERR RSO AR N AR LS 2 i 7 ] I I 7 S r B ISR B, HL2E SRS R e, (H
PRS2 IR EORE R
2.3 i fGTER

T ALY (Flow Cytometer, FCM) & DABOG AR A6 I A 427 0K A4 o T XA A —Fh AR 8 %t
AN 5T AR BURL AT 22 S BCHHASI R HT BR A3 BT RN AR B R R A M S Ok R AT O Y )
il B EBARAS , 75— AR ) R R A S S, AN 40 M sl SOk 19 92 o ik (B 380) 78 =1 T DAY
VAW BB A T 1) S5 100 40 A Sl Aok e S — o A (o VR s A i s A v I B, T I — A T
TE T RSO0 ) , R0 200 R R P L 2 AT HESN , — W Ao 30 = A0 A S P ARG T DXk, 33 o v o R A
35 1R, Yot 2 Ve A o0 R X 45 2R E R SR 1, AR C TRk B AR IR s R A L 19Ok B AT
B —FE, TS B A3 BB A I 4 SO bR 0 B BUEE DNA i 7, X HLEE DNA 5 # FT RNA 9 #5475 Jo ik
R,
2.4 FREITELGTE

BT EUOR A T RIS FR - 17 EE AT 42 O R R R R v A s i) OO G i 2 e A B A B, &)
I BE M E AT LATE 5 min NSERE, HAT IR i 4 A 8h et P&, 8RR o A g 0 240, ROk
Yuh X B F 8 20 AR AR 1 g 0 3l 0ok 3 B0 3 PO CIOR S, BRiC i 3R LRI R 43 3 A B A RN 2L A Y
PR TR AN [ 2 G 18 i B, R R = A2 2 FiE S A THE N — AN S R B R , X R ik
AFXT T WG BRE % T80 |90 O T80 3 B A3 B R R BCAR ARG R it o 5 T B SR U 1 SR A B TE
FASGER AR = G ()5 EE A AT PR, FLRBAG I A A4 K sl IR P 1) 20 Z2 B B , A 45 SRR BB AR R IR BT rp r
HIEE

3 RERBRNRERES FESFERE

3.1 IR

X B AR R RE R A RGE T EFM B TEM J7 kA 0 85 40 8, & 2 A Hotl i A= Y an i 75 4, x5 4l AL = 19
IRTERUZIR . SUWIHTERT, (8] DNase T FEA# S W0 W7 B A9 DNA, IF(E ] 16S rRNA 514 PCR 635
TR DNA {55945 AT REAZ IR IS I 5 B3 A% IR 2 MUt i v s o B (1 2 B — D4RV E AR 2B A 52 0 2 S
HARBAEYI TS G, R T R 2 BUE £ Fhik 7] &, 40 Mobio 23 &) i) PowerViral™ Environmental RNA/DNA
Isolation Kit Sample ,Qiagen 2 F Y QIAamp Viral RNA Mini Kit ,QIAampViral RNA Mini Kit 4§, ol 25 i F F ik i
o CTAB Z54 B Uik 7 Kam 4R B, AR [R5 + 558 FH Y ik AR —FE 4R BB AR MR, $2HUY
DNA 2Rk BE AR T i ik Phi29DNA 585 B4 1Y, RNA R DU 5 38 3ol S 4% S5 1l S % 1 DA J5 14T J5 2%
SRS
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3.2 HWEKNZHEM

B AR A 29 2 T DASIE S8 S5 T 200 TR RN A% A W, o T i PR 2 — g 1 2 ) e 3 A A i 3
BN FHREE R AR, BRE RN TE R R T B2 A7 AR — SRR SF BOARIC 3 | Sl 5 5k 2R
ICFER PSR 7T R i s R U 2 RE 1k . P AOARIC L IR A g ohse 85 LI e i3 B 2R I, B A
S A S R DA S LR R A4S, BT 2 152 T4 BUNG P (R b 4w i R Z SR B 1 1Y g23 3t
[, 2005 4F Filee 551" AR T 16 Bk T4 BIRETEIR L) g23 FEPH 5 DIBER 41 23 IR LLA 2 2 56 R
GiRBEW, KX 2 FO5 M A A4S AR AR, I g23 LR LIFE R T4 B B A R 40 10 20 1 3L
FTLABCAF M AR5 22 R B v T4 BUWE P AR SE P 2 RE 1 . 020 L gu i e iR se 4l A, e g 2 T
Myoviridae F 567 2 FEMEITFSE P oS B 58 TR T 398 R KA Ve R e 2RIk KR8 202 AFSER
[FIIREE 1Y) 220 P ZREMERFIE A 2 B, AN RIS 0T LM Re (0 28, UL 920 JE X oA 5 HAFTE I IR B
—ERIEER BB E AR B A VR AR IE R psbA F psbD AT V2 0 T W T T IR 22 R A A
FT0P psbA FERIY R G0 & B T R E RE AR RBE AR 4 5, (D HV R B B A e He
FRig B R0 5 B FE R 2 I mep" ™™ DL R R R LR A AH G 1 phoH JE PR %) 8 Vi 1 I T 1R 1 0F 5%
A I BT I B AR SR HP 18 43 A T T O IR AR 70 I T AR B4 A% S P 7 — 2B T DNA A B AT 56
(R BV MARIE ZE Y, 40 Podoviridae Z3E 0 T7 BINE B 1A () DNA BRABEIE R pold ™7 Myoviridae F ik
H) T4 TSR R A DNA A BEFE N g437% | Family B S5 4% 5 K DNA (NCLDVs) H1 ) DNA 24 i3 [
polBPSP) DL T —16 RNA J#EH 1 RNA BEAEESEH 0
3.3 fRatEERAR

BEE 7 T4 AR P & e o 2 R A S A T R SURITE R R, ik oz i i vk  BEALY 1%
Z 1% DNA 48 JFR1 5 TEM J5 ik 6, w6 I TR AR () A 2 A T I, ok o 05 1 5 PR 47K i F 5
T AL /R 75 (R 2 REVE | 18 T 45 e R [ U B AS ]I T R ZE A58 P B 20 A, 4F I TEM il PFGE 45 &
T T 3 S P A %) R PRI 20 B R R B RCR 43  5 1)  P  ART JR s  4AR R TR AH R, (R A 1 3k
PRIZH /NI 43 A 7E 45 kb—125 kb 22 8], FI T TEM F1 RAPD J5 BRI 5% 1 2 3K 1 v o 7 19 s 25 43 A 5 oK) T
RAPD H ARAFFT I8 K BN G W5 B R ) = B AL A0 A5 B B G 2R | 1 e S AR i R T Ok Bl 2
3.4 BRI

FIRTELLIIT (Viromics ) A2 H 22 356 PR 21 24 0F 58 PR 5% o 35 2Rk 1) el D0 7 i, BT Z2 3L R 4]
DR FH 7 A B 52 ) Sanger/ S A AT HAR o R R )12 B S T4 AR (9 = R
&, AP RA A A 454 GS FLX ¥ 7 . ABL 22 &) ) SOLiD U /57 - 5 F1 [umina 2\ 7] ) Solexa Genome
Analyzer WF-F-5& o WP FRREANT - $2 U5 5 DNA (B RNA 5% B cDNA) |, & Bk G 4% 5, Al
P DNA FTWF, B BERIY DNA 2ol i RIS, 76 Wi find2e 3k, P ad AS ) 0 0 SR A B B2 & B ek st
R b BB E J7 A (RIS B A8 Js2 o it , Bl 28 s 1o b P ) DNA - Bl ek PCR 4738 7= 4 i) 245 D14
SR B 4 it 8 e R A P s S A T 1 42 S 0 ) B X6 3 SR AR R A T

ARAFUG ST SV S5 PRI P [ S AE 25008 A T b 38 TR 3 3 280 ke R AR S, 3RA5 1) Reads
PHEAZ S , M MetaGene #E4TFE K A0 ; 76 L FEht L, w7 DAARAS 7 51 20 5% 0 P 4, 20 68 4L i ANV R I
G BN EIERAGE B BRI T — A S5 TR R AR A AR DR 55 0 ALt e 5 HEA T I 28, 36 A AL
175751 5 KEGG ,COG \SEED 1l ACLAME “5J) BEECR 22 LUoxT | AR A5 2 2k X ) D fig 1 e 4 R S =F A
B IR R D eI R (0 = B 25 S LU AT | Wl Tk 22 SRR T, M IR SR ST BRI O 1), X RN O ik
1) Jmy R AE A AR ARG B B B AT 5 PR, T 25 1) R 0 91) B s el i RE e 18 L BB AR /&7, A 4 1
SH IR E

UGG BRI 5 15 0 F - S B R R | B R i 5 1R i sl L 5 DR ) 45 A L, 205 B 4 M — — 1 i
S WRRE e R B 2 REVE RN RER 3L TR 7 25 DR A 2 H AR R 58 3085 Pl B2 BV 10 2 RV, B 50 T
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T A AOARICHE DR A IR, T LHIRAE ) R G IR bR, EA IR O S5 (0 2R (B EREE 7
AR AL T A B B, i B % R N A~ W7 BT I B9 R R IRDRUR e 910 R RE , K29 HUAT 10% 97751
AE A B e v o |17

ATON B R R R RENE TS SCHRIEAT 1 AR BE 32 1 8 M 1 AN )l DX -39 P38 2 1 70 A K fdi
MIBTFE T ik . Xk RN T T ST R LR TR 7 ik O T HOBAN [R) M DX Ao 5 A, A2 B3 1 X B 43
REGFLMAIE N T2 [ — S 30 ST AN [R] 3 P A BE 20 A1 15 1 O 25 2R T BEAH AR, 10 AN [7) 552 36 2 5 [ Ao 26
T8 - 3 B o0 Ai H 45 R 22 S BOR  3X aT e S R T B B2 0, ] BE 2 07 125 19 1B 96 S R o S LAY
TRTEAFAE DR AL, A DEFEH5 ) Phi2ODNA SR 5 XT3 FRAR DNA B ATl 44, T RE S BCR AT FRAR S50 1Y
ssDNA BEIEPEMERIBOR , iIX B2 28 L3 ssDNA i3 5 = SRS — A EZFEH Y, S350 e kR
TR RIS IR WAT RNA 5 A A SCHGE |, 3 ] BE SR Hh T 7 (4 BE DA AR TR 1% B A1, X 7
RNA B 5 O RXE , 20 RNA Ji B BB FEATS A7 AEAR 22 R, 170 A i DR i A AR ik PR AL 389 B A0
BRB K,

®1 FAEMXTEPHABBERARTE

Table 1 Dominant viruses in different areas and research methods

A Hulx RFM 2 HiES] Wik SR
Soil type Area Typical viruses Genome type Method References
FEAERN 5 xH A B K MU DNA LB [49]
Delaware Soils USA Caudovirales dsDNA TEM
Thi 1 eS| kR E Al RS M DNA o A PR e S [50]
Desert USA Actinoplanes ®Asp2 dsDNA Viral clone libraries
LN *H LR W
Prairie USA Myoviridae
PR L e KEMREK
Rainforest Peru \-like siphophage
KA i TUNERK i DNA AT (48]
Paddy soil Korea Microviridae ssDNA iromics (MDAH)

R i DNA TR

Circoviridae ssDNA iromics ( MDAX)
REL itk KRR M DNA TR 511
Surface soil Antarctica Siphoviridae dsDNA iromics
fitL KRR KU DNA
Hypolith Siphoviridae dsDNA
PARATEE L CER KR M DNA PR E ks [17]
Namib desert Southern Africa Siphoviridae dsDNA iromics
AR LR = UNVEH K i DNA VST (2]
Machair Scotland Microviridae ssDNA iromics
it (GRS HigE DNA
Brown earth Microviridae ssDNA

TE:MDAH : DNA SR A& i #AAb # s MDAX . DNA 25 A I #Asb 3

4 HRRE

TR T L TC RN TR AR S AT h i T i B AR B B e 2 W 50k o TG ANt e R A 15 5L
UM RS AL R AR EERE D Z RS BRI AN S 1 T W5 Byokor b AT 20 R %
(9T A 2 — 2 P TR R ) 2 P S S A58 I 1 Z TR A R O AR 5 AERE AT L i 5 5 R 3 R K
SRS KO e R B PR A TR RS, A W kDR A g 5 DR 2 =2 1) X AR ELARE G R AT A7 A 2 b )
RETE s NEAR I R RO, A5 B o M2 A RS ORI A e A7 B THESI RERE A B 1 24 T2 i T 41 %L
PERCA TR ST X R ARG REAE S AT R B B R S, J30h, HRTFRAT BT 5 32 24 rh 1 WUk

http ; //www.ecologica.cn



6

BRONAE A BT AR AT ik 7

DNA Ji 75, X T 55 DNA R 5E S RNA 75 MRS T AR ik i & & o )i, A EE G b T e = 398 7 1
IRFR A ZS AT, ST AR S AR FR B - HEG 75 WEUR 2 A Bh T X A3 350 35 F & A FH R X s A B i g b A 7
24l
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