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An investigation of women'’s social status and their recognition of the grassland

policies in the pastoral area of the Qilian Mountains
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Abstract: Women's social status in pastoral areas has significant impact on the health condition of the grassland ecosystem.
In this paper, Zhuaxixiulong township of Tianzhu Tibetan Autonomous County, located in the eastern part of the Qilian
Mountain, was chosen as the study area. Interviewees were randomly sampled from 100 Tibetan households. Through a
variety of integrated social survey methods, such as questionnaires, villagers group meetings and one-on-one interviews, a
systematic analysis was undertaken of women’s roles in social activities, in animal production in the pastoral area and in
housework , and their educational backgrounds and cognition of grassland policies. The results show that at the current stage
of development and reform in rural areas, women perform as the main labor force in both livestock production and daily
chores, undertaking nearly 80% of the production work in the field and 74.3% of the family. It could also be seen that
women's social status and their influence in family economic decision-making has been gradually improving; the proportion
of women participating in the family economic decision-making is 36.5% and the proportion with the final say is 14.5%.
However, women's educational level was generally lower in pastoral areas with a female’s lliteracy rate of 14.4% , which has

resulted in lower adoption of grassland production and management technology by women, and less awareness of the efforts
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of national grassland policies, laws and regulations and weaker understanding of their impacts. This research implies that in
pastoral areas women's literacy, decision-making influence and social roles may be factors in the sustainable development of

the grassland-based animal husbandry industry.

Key Words: women's social status; recognition of grassland policy; Qilian Mountains pastoral
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Table 1 The basic statistics of investigated herdsmen ( Unit; Number)

AEESZH <0 % () 41—50 2 (A% 551 5 () PR (B
Age group ! Between 41 to National structure
Below 40 ( Number) 50( Number) Above 51 ( Number) ( Number)
P> A bk 1 Tk 1k bk b % DU ik

Gender distribution M F M F M F Tibetan Han Tu
KA LN AGER) 32 34 38 42 18 24 174 10 4
fREZAT 48 42 58 62 22 26 208 35 15
43 Total 80 76 96 104 40 50 382 45 19

2.2 Huor ik

(1) 381 Excel FIFXFREE IR GRS E B K BEF 55 M PGER IR 0L 32 20A 8 R 55 07 gt A7 48 it
o387
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Table 2 The cognitive factors affecting the policy of the women in pastoral area

AT % P %¥ Factor number and content
X, =TEFRBES s A AL BT & () ELEE The proportion of women in the constituents of family labor force
X, =110 L S 5 E B0 AL LB IR LR

The proportion of women participate in grassland animal husbandry production and managerial decision
X;=< 40 Z AL S 5EMFE ROl A T

The proportion of women under 40 years old participate in the grassland animal husbandry production
X, = HEH AR Degree of education
Xs= =K ANSALFEE The education level of family members
Xo = RN H R IAHIFLE Family cognition of grassland law
X, = HUH I Religious belief
Xg =1L S 5+ SBERTE S LLE The proportion of women participate in social political activities
Xy = FKBEWAIKF Household income level
Xy =B RO S FEWA R HLFES% of income from animal husbandry in total household income
Xy = AR K E R T IZIR LAY EZF A Think natural disaster is the main cause of grassland degradation
Xy, = A HORFIR L) F 2R Think overgrazing is a major cause of grassland degradation
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Fig.1 The condition of family members bear the houseword
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Table 3 The education level of family members

FIHEW EH/ % TN/ % Wt/ % KL %
Family members Iliteracy Primary school Junior school High school or above
32 Husband 4 11 4 1

FT Wife 10 7 3 0.20

JLF Son 1 4.2 12 2.8

4 )L Daughter 2.1 4 13 1

JLIE Daughter-in-law 2.3 6.4 11 0.3

At Total 19.4 32.6 43 5.3
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Table 4 The matrix of the grey correlation analysis

BT Factor X, X, X, X, X, X, X, Xq X, X, X, X,
X, 1.0000  0.5429  0.3990  0.4268 0.3668  0.5146  0.3484  0.5233  0.4402 0.3175 0.2678  0.3188
X, 0.4750  1.0000  0.5264  0.4800  0.4273  0.2945 0.2643  0.5798  0.5041  0.3160  0.2196  0.2870
X, 0.3535  0.5413  1.0000  0.4488  0.4243 03652 0.3606  0.4445  0.4428 0.3074 03172  0.3616
X, 0.3738  0.4718  0.4513 10000 0.5551  0.3043  0.3974 0.5018  0.2955 0.2019  0.2023  0.3315
X, 0.3263  0.4537  0.4450  0.5663  1.0000 0.2305 0.3610  0.4450 0.3211  0.2583  0.3250  0.2615
X 0.5113  0.3580 0.4136  0.3534  0.2683  1.0000 0.3802  0.3505 0.3798  0.3534  0.2393  0.3229
X, 0.3045  0.2659  0.3745  0.4125 03471 03475  1.0000 0.2784 03050 0.3214 0.2248  0.3096
Xg 0.4983  0.6209 0.4790 05137  0.4516  0.3204  0.2991  1.0000  0.3903  0.2914  0.1942  0.3470
X, 0.4017  0.5520 0.4711 03065 0.3175 0.3395 0.3009 0.3936  1.0000 0.4244 03526  0.2419
Xy 03145 03592  0.3596  0.2454  0.2832  0.3531 03598  0.3207 0.4525  1.0000 0.2433  0.3825
X, 0.2727  0.2599  0.2329  0.2382  0.2708  0.2393  0.2658  0.2194  0.2647 0.2516  1.0000  0.2276
X, 03088  0.3336  0.3986 03566  0.2760  0.2940  0.3379  0.3687  0.2637  0.3768  0.2183 1.0000
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4 Tig

AL At S R AR S 5 E R AL S 55 (A BRI AL S SCHH D A AR R Y L FE S R
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