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Research review on effects of urban landscape pattern changes on water
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Abstract ;. Urban water environment is an important part of urban ecosystem including natural and man-made water, and the
natural elements and urban landscape which are closely related to water at catchment scale. Healthy urban water
environment could product positive ecological effects such as water retention and impoundment, environmental
decontamination, material transportation, making energy flow smoothly and conserving biodiversity. However, the change of
urban land cover induces the deterioration of urban water environment and leads to negative water environment effects, such
as non-point pollution, imbalance of aquatic ecosystem and urban flooding. The replacement of urban landscape types and
evolution of urban landscape pattern caused by human activities display at following aspects: widespread vegetation matrix is
largely replaced by artificial hardened ground while natural landscape patches are fragmentized and manual corridors
including urban roads and drainage network increase sharply, resulting in the disproportion of water pollution “source” and
“sink” landscape types and landscape pattern. Through statistical analysis and model simulation, researchers at home and
abroad find that: the cultivated land and urban construction land are the main sources of non-point pollution while natural
vegetation landscape types contribute to the reduction of non-point source pollution. Urban surface hardening reduces the
environmental capacity of urban water environment by influencing urban hydrological cycle, for instance, surface runoff,
evaporation and infiltration and so on. Together with environmental capacity reduction, the eutrophication of urban water

environment makes negative effects on the balance of aquatic ecosystem. Negative water environment effects responding to

E&WH B ARAIEATH (30800148) ; & T AH IR H (3502220122001 )
rfE B #9:2013-06-07; &7 H#1.2013-10- 15
# WIRAER Corresponding author.E-mail ; qhguo@ iue.ac.cn

http ://www.ecologica.cn



12 1) BRSSO S SR T AR B K PRI R T 5 £ AR 3143

urban landscape pattern will change with spatial and temporal scales. This paper summarizes current researches about the
effects of urban landscape types and pattern evolution on water environment and points out the deficiencies of recent
researches, such as the lack of specific research coupling landscape pattern change and ecological process, the
indeterminacy of the landscape pattern threshold influencing urban water environment, the difficulty in popularizing and
repeating research results, neglecting the relationship between urban artificial corridor and water environment effects, and
the lack of comprehensive research about negative water environment effects. At last, we put forward five key points of future
researches ; the lagging response of urban water environment to the change of urban landscape pattern; the differences of
water environment effects with different types and distributions; the combined influences from the urban landscape pattern,
including matrix, corridor and patch; development of new model which concentrates on urban water environmental effects; a

set of related index for urban planning and urban water environmental effects. Our study will contribute to better

understanding of urban sustainability.

Key Words:; landscape pattern; water environment effects; urban planning
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