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Soil particle size distribution and its relationship with soil organic carbons under

different land uses in the middle of Heihe river
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Abstract: Land use plays an important role in soil particle size distribution, soil organic carbon (SOC) and its components.
Based on the methods of field sampling, laboratory analysis and statistical analysis, soil particle size distribution and its
relationship with SOC under different land uses are researched in the middle of Heihe river, which locates in Hexi corridor,
Gansu province. We sampled the soil down to 100 ¢m in depth with interval of 0—20 ¢m, 20—40 cm, 40—60 c¢cm, 60—
80 ¢m and 80—100 c¢m. Distribution of particle size under different land uses shows that percentage of the particle size <1,
1—5, 5—10 and 10—50 pm for paddy field, dry land, nakedness land and middle density grassland are higher than those
of the saline-alkali field, sandlot and desert, but percentage of the size 50—250, 250 —1000 and 1000—3000 pwm are
inverse. In soil profile, average total organic carbon (TOC) , active organic carbon (AOC) and nonactive organic carbon
(NOC) contents for different land uses vary respectively with a range of 0. 11% —2.46% , 0. 06% —0. 78% and 0.
05% —1.68% , it is higher in the topsoil (0—20 cm) compared to that in the low depths (20—100 c¢m) , also TOC, AOC
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and NOC content gradually decline with the incremental depth. Results show soil particle size distribution and content of
TOC, AOC and NOC have difference under different land uses. In the soil profile, average TOC, AOC and NOC contents
are higher in dry land, paddy field and middle density grassland than in the desert, nakedness land, sandlot and saline-
alkali field. The trends of soil particle size and SOC (TOC, AOC and NOC) have the similarities and differences, the
similarities is percentage of particles <1, 1—5, 5—10 and 10—50 in dry land, paddy field and middle density grassland
that have high SOC (TOC, AOC and NOC) are higher than that in desert, nakedness land, sandlot and saline-alkali field
that have low SOC, but the situation is opposite for particles 50—250 and 250—1000, the dividing point is 50. It is found
that soil particle size under 50 pwm play a role in carbon sequestration and soil particle size surpass 50 pm play a role in
carbon loss. Statistics analysis show that SOC ( TOC, AOC and NOC) in paddy field, desert and the middle density
grassland have significant positive ( P<0.01 or P<0.05) correlation with soil silt— and clay—size fractions under 50 pm
size and significant negative relation ( P<0. 01 or P<0.05) with sand fractions surpass 50 wm size. The result show silt—
and clay—size fractions play a major role in the formation and stabilization of soil aggregates. Measures of increasing
vegetation coverage, vegetation restoration of degraded ecosystems, tillage, wind—break and sand—fixing can enhance

content of SOC, silt— and clay—size fractions, and further provide foundation and stability for soil aggregates formation.

Key Words: land use; soil particle size distribution; soil organic carbon; Heihe river
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Z1E 0. 96—4. 68 ZJa]; 1fi 10—50 wm ,50—250 wm .250—1000 wm FY -+ SEWORL & 5 0 5, 28 0 K, AR 22515
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Fig.1 Percentage distribution of particle size under different land uses

FRLAR o AR T ER i VD R
2.2 R[EI AR SHEA LR E o AR

AR 3 A1) 7 2 H L TOC, AOC , NOC Y24 & 43 50 0. 11% —2. 46% 0. 06% —0. 78% .
0.05% —1.68% , 32 0—20 cm MY BH i & TIRJZ BEVR RGN, & 2RI ( R 1) o X R—Fh R 2
A FIH E R JZ 0—20 em 20—40 cm 5 60—100 cm IRJE A H, TOC ,AOC \NOC 11748 fh i BE K, bRtk 22 K, ¢
KAE AR/ IMER R TIRIZ 60—100 em, 54 7K B 5 HAD A MR FHZSBUAR L R [RIREE TOC L AOC \NOC -
P R R (K F AR HAE 0. 11—1. 44 22 4], Higy + b F) 2R I7E 0. 008—0. 27 ZJH]) , % —Fp+
HFIFHZSH  RIRIEE P AOC NOC AYSFH & WA BRifE 2K T ToC,

®1 FAELHAARNHELENROTHEE/ %

Table 1 Average soil organic carbon content in different land uses in 0—100 cm

I " i il Wi o SRR fifﬁfgff
Depth Type Dry land Paddy field alkali field Sandlot Desert land grassland
0—20 TOC 2.46 1.09 0.69 0.17 0.50 0.58 0.84

AOC 0.78 0.39 0.38 0.08 0.23 0.23 0.29
NOC 1.68 0.70 0.31 0.09 0.27 0.35 0.55
20—40 TOC 1.88 0.78 0.57 0.15 0.39 0.37 0.56
AOC 0.62 0.34 0.26 0.08 0.17 0.25 0.24
NOC 1.26 0.44 0.31 0.07 0.22 0.12 0.32
40—60 TOC 1.26 0.55 0.44 0.12 0.29 0.30 0.41
AOC 0.48 0.27 0.19 0.07 0.17 0.25 0.23
NOC 0.78 0.28 0.25 0.05 0.12 0.05 0.18
60—80 TOC 1.40 0.53 0.24 0.11 0.29 0.27 0.39
AOC 0.56 0.27 0.15 0.07 0.15 0.14 0.21
NOC 0.84 0.26 0.09 0.04 0.14 0.13 0.18
80—100 TOC 1.26 0.50 0.25 0.11 0.24 0.34 0.33
AOC 0.49 0.25 0.16 0.06 0.16 0.13 0.18
NOC 0.77 0.25 0.09 0.05 0.08 0.21 0.15

HI b, 54 3% TOC  AOC \NOC 1Y 75 2t 1478 1 oAt 4= R IS AU /K B DX )32 43 A B4R H b )
FHZER , TOC ,AOC \NOC 19 & FEAR TS, i v T A IS . YhHirh TOC , AOC \NOC. 1% £ I T o Ath £ b
FIFRZERY Ehmdh e RE A M | b 55 B R rh = S PR 0y & B E T VD S R K 2 ] R T
TOC ,AOC \NOC Bt , il 43k =25 56 — | 2 NJIG S/ FH o 9 2 H AR A LA & s . 58—, R
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2.3 R[REI AT EHEA PR S SRR O R BT

5, WA LIRS - HERAR i30T & AR T A G R, B1 3R 1 Fos, #IH L TOC ,AO0C \NOC % &
B2 R AR <1 pm 1—5 um 5—10 pm 10—50 wm FRIAR & W 1 50—250
wm 250—1000 wm A HEEE ;51 [ TOC . AOC NOC & HAR i 5 28+ A HZE R, <1 wm 1—5 pwm,
5—10 um 10—50 pm HPRIAR B BHEAR, M 50—250 wm . 250—1000 wm 7 B8 X A2k DL 50 wm N
I3 AU I BB 5 AN [PRIAR A & B8k 3E, TOC L AOC \NOC &8 5 <50 wm BOMDRL KDk & R4 —
HARAE 5 50—250 wm 250—1000 wm RSB THAR3RRE R a3

HWK NGET24 A B AT —F Z S 2, %K B SRE | Hh 8 2 1 e b BT A SR S T A TR
(0—20 cm 20—40 cm 40—60 cm .60—80 cm 80—100 c¢m) TOC . AOC NOC 548 [a] - ks & & 4740 64
B, N3 2 3% 3 3% 4 Fiow, ok AR SZ AN SSHEE TS 2052 ma s B R 9 £ b 28 80 e BE AR 2% X P 584 P
P AR 2SR g 55 R R A 3R A B T R 1 b 2R AR T AR SR DX R A LR B R Y
W A2 L,

KHEH(F£2),2h50 wm AHFER, TOC ,AOC NOC <50 wm FiZt i) 5—10 um 10—50 wm H) 75 &5 T
FIEA I (P<0.05) 8 B3 IEA & (P<0.01) ;TOC ,AOC \NOC 5>50 pm K ) 50—250 wm )& 5
FAH K (P<0.05) Bibf 8.3 A 56 (P<0.01) , 55 250—1000 pm BYAH & BREE T 50—250 wm; TOC AOC.,
NOC 5<1 pm ., 1—5 pum . 1000—3000 pm FHE R EEN

®2 KBAFEELEIZEVNR FEEANR FEFEFVRS LIBENEZHEXRY
Table 2 Correlation coefficient between SOC and soil particle size in the paddy field in 0—100 cm

HIRRE/eom W +HERIA2 Soil particle size/ um

Depth Type <1 1—5 5—10 10—50 50—250 250—1000 1000—3000

0—20 TOC 0.03 0.21 0.41** 0.46 " -0.41** -0.32"* -0.22

AOC 0.07 0.18 0.31°* 0.37* -0.28 -0.30"" -0.20

NOC 0.01 0.20 0.40** 0.44** -0.41% -0.28 -0.20

20—40 TOC -0.03 0.20 0.39* 0.43** -0.32 -0.34 -0.20

AOC -0.02 0.14 0.36* 0.47** -0.36" -0.28 -0.31

NOC -0.04 0.20 0.36* 0.36** -0.26 -0.32 -0.12

40—60 TOC 0.29 0.24 0.35* 0.47** -0.48 %" -0.27 0.17

AOC 0.38* 0.34" 0.45" 0.63** -0.40* -0.51** -0.13

NOC 0.13 0.07 0.17 0.26 -0.36" -0.07 0.30

60—80 TOC 0.15 0.20 0.42°* 0.47 -0.40* -0.35" -0.10

AOC 0.17 0.20 0.46** 0.61** -0.42* -0.47"* -0.27

NOC 0.13 0.18 0.36* 0.36" -0.36" -0.26 -0.01

80—100 TOC 0.29 0.30 0.40* 0.52** -0.54** -0.38" -0.09

AOC 0.44 " 0.44 " 0.55"* 0.66** -0.67** -0.56 " -0.12

NOC 0.20 0.21 0.30 0.41°* -0.56 " -0.27 -0.07

x0.05 BEMKTET BB, « + 0.01 BEMKETBEHN, 23 k4 FE2

RBEF(F3) WEMELL S0 wm A F, TOC AOC NOC 5<50 pm &R &8 2 IEA X, 5>50 wm ()
50—250 wm .250—1000 wm FiZ & B2 FA G, 5 1000—3000 wm LA, HPEFRZE 0—20 ¢m 20—40
em 228 FIEAASC(P<0.05) Bl B35 IEAH G (P<0.01) , 7E¥)Z 40—60 cm ,60—80 cm ,80—100 cm HYAHICE
HARRIA AR BEHC, PESER T (% 4) ,T0C AOC NOC 5<50 pm k2% & =R IER X, 5>
50 pm R0 i 0RO 0 P O A DG AT S A R AR Ak
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Table 3 Correlation coefficient between SOC and soil particle size in the desert in 0—100 cm
2R fem +HERI4%E Soil particle size /pwm
Depth Type <1 1—5 5—10 10—50 50—250 250—1000 1000—3000
0—20 TOC 0.75" 0.77** 0.76 " 0.76 " -0.72" -0.70" -0.20
AOC 0.69" 0.67" 0.63" 0.75" -0.67" -0.64" -0.19
NOC 0.73* 0.77** 0.77*" 0.72° -0.70 " -0.68" -0.18
20—40 TOC 0.89"" 0.92** 0.88"" 0.86" -0.91"" -0.67 0.06
AOC 0.79" 0.77" 0.68 0.69 -0.73 -0.55 0.04
NOC 0.90*" 0.95** 0.97"" 0.92"" -0.97"" -0.71 0.08
40—60 TOC 0.75 0.72 0.69 0.91™" -0.44 -0.62 0.25
AOC 0.53 0.54 0.53 0.72 -0.46 -0.47 0.60
NOC 0.74 0.65 0.61 0.76 " -0.19 -0.56 -0.42
60—80 TOC 0.76 " 0.73 0.76 " 0.91*" -0.41 -0.67 0.24
AOC 0.87" 0.86" 0.90 "~ 0.84"" -0.58 -0.64 0.32
NOC 0.31 0.25 0.28 0.53 -0.01 -0.47 0.02
80—100 TOC 0.85" 0.83" 0.83" 0.90" -0.62 -0.63 -0.06
AOC 0.86" 0.78 0.78 0.88" -0.61 -0.60 0.31
NOC 0.47 0.51 0.54 0.55 -0.36 -0.39 -0.49
F4 HEZEEMHEETESENRGEEEIE EFEFVBRS LENEHNAXRY
Table 4 Correlation coefficient between SOC and particle size in the middle density grassland in 0—100 cm
T RREE em HeHl ORI 12 Soil particle size/ pm
Depth Type <1 1—5 5—10 10—50 50—250 250—1000 1000—3000
0—20 TOC 0.50 0.59 0.42 0.32 -0.64 -0.20 -0.11
AOC 0.37 0.71*" 0.72* 0.74" -0.58 -0.73 -0.44
NOC 0.44 0.40 0.21 0.08 -0.51 0.06 0.05
20—40 TOC 0.26 0.76 " 0.84"" 0.75* -0.74" -0.77" -0.61
AOC 0.18 0.28 0.80" 0.59 -0.25 -0.71" -0.83""
NOC 0.38 0.82*" 0.70" 0.67" -0.80"" -0.65 -0.40
40—60 TOC 0.15 0.18 0.11 0.02 -0.27 -0.14 -0.08
AOC 0.18 0.44 0.66 0.69" -0.38 -0.74" -0.26
NOC 0.33 0.47 0.66 0.24 -0.33 -0.29 -0.40
60—80 TOC 0.16 0.48 0.64 0.55 -0.24 -0.72" -0.79 "
AOC 0.03 0.38 0.69 0.73" -0.21 -0.89"" -0.96""
NOC 0.20 0.37 0.37 0.22 -0.17 -0.34 -0.39
80—100 TOC 0.01 0.08 0.44 0.27 0.12 -0.53 0.24
AOC 0.01 0.10 0.37 0.38 0.13 -0.60 -0.08
NOC 0.02 0.06 0.41 0.14 0.08 -0.39 0.44

SRRt V0 ERTH SRR T R I L R B TOC AOC \NOC 5<50 pm Rife S8 B 1Y 1E
M, 5>50 pm EARERASE, i EhHH b TOC AOC NOC SR EPEAR B X 0] i 54 S5
WA G, T2 R RAIE
2.4 hig

DL XA ] £ b 1 FH 2R+ 38 TOC  AOC \NOC K 5 R[R] EHERIAR () X R IEAT T 4307, 24— Fh Lo FI H
05 2k 53 A —Fh £ MR RS IS |, Bt 15 [B] 9728 £k 1= 58 TOC ,AOC \NOC 5 2 = e Uk (1) R A% 40 A 7
SCHRIR K, TR, bR R AR A X S LR M 9 S50 TR AT 4 P S — 2 R SE G iR
FE 5, 5 BEAN ] F [] 19 ] — - b AR P e 5 SR 43 5 2 ) 422 AR, 6 455 A SR b lioxeh Lo e 25 Tl AR
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I ) 9 45 , 2 B0 s (1) B 2 M S 00 SO, T ek R - e ) AR A B R AL () sh 282846k LR
FHzS A AT ) | SR A FH AR 46 5 3 TOC . AOC \NOC 75 K+ S0k R AR M A B K 2R

KM R B AR L2 IR Sl i - R A b i) B 2 bt VDb SGRE R4 AL AR
KM ,0—100 em +48 TOC  AOC NOC P13 i, 282340 & TIR)Z s WA R B HERAR 23 . <50 wm AY45 11
TORCRLAR B i SRR RRFE RGN, >50 wm (AR AR A [R) R BE ek 2D, o 10—50  pom HELARE 25 2t 38 i 5 K,
50—250 pm ZHEDRIEIR A, B 8 TOC ,AOC NOC & 286 5 <50 wm B4R b —%L 5 >50
wm ARG AR EA R, o 5 10—50 wm 50—250 pm [E R ik, 32 % 3 BG4S REHE T UL s
H. 14 TOC AOC NOC & 5 <50 wm £ HHER A2 R IEM G, 5>50 wm AY4 ORI AR B A5G, M,
MoK HE S, M A B A, b BVl AR AR AL RIS, 14 TOC . AOC \NOC F HE %I, <50 pum
% T HERAR Y N R B RS, >50 pm 45 RS A S I R RR RN, B S LR B A R
AL AR,

rh O i B B — 2SI T R TOC \AOC \NOC 7% 8 /57 1Y ) SR AE B 4 5 A9 - b R FH 2 A8 Y v 3 55 B
B IR AL EE S R VD HE K BE MBS ,0—100 em 145 TOC ,AOC NOC HJFEAR , A /] 4= 80k 42 1)
AL 5K F LA Ry AR s Vb SCBE B B b AR AL — 3, BB <50 pm 145 HERLAR 1 7 B RS R R
WD, >50 wm FPRLAR S ) AR BE RG5> v B 5 B B % 12 Sl K S ,0—100 em 424 TOC ,AOC \NOC Y3
I AR TR - ek i & 8k 5 SRAE AR B AR DB % S AR B | VDb S RE AR b A SR oK Y AR
FEIE A 25 5 (RIAE . 10—50 wm ,50—250 wm JCHH B ARfk, Fofh 4R 9 5 AR A B S R it V0 b g AR+
HEE AR A K T AR A — 80 B SR AR /N, ATRESE <10 o PRI Z0 K (38 hirks B 1 58 2 A Pk, S50
JKHH TOC AOC NOC s, fn FRriR  F R3S T HHEA MRS & 8 T AR IR R & i, 5%
i) -3 LR SRR Z RIOC R . AT AR H3EA HLR 5 T M 7E <50 wm MIBPRLADRTRL B | 17 5 >50 pm
PRAE S

A B SR FEE AAAUBAR  Bi A /N bR TO LR , —F RS 5 T8 AT L -ToHLeAR . WF9E 3R, A bl
JoT % et v DR 2 IR 38 b A MU A e 45/ FHAE S8 SR AIARTE i bl =B s A LT & /D Rk
R FEARGERRI R S S AT A BAIAT SR A FH - SRR AR X A R A 1 1
FRE K, A HIURR FIRR AR ES VR F YR 22, (HAT AR TR 2 605 %o P S8 R R R P (03 Wi A R RO L B B (g, KR AT
G BRI ISR - A LR & A R AR D A SO SRR s MR AT R 5 3 TOC ,AOC \NOC
EFATE IS AR EETZIE 22N AW S S 0 NS R = S S W ol S A B e e Ly v
HHRLE 4 (7K 76.200% , 7K FH 63.192% ) @3 TR0t Vot R RE #R4-3th Fhse i e PRk, T3 AL
T FIRRL B RL 38 0 > A SRAA (R T B At T ity A WLAS 2 2 A9 i — 7 T 2 = 8 AL S5 R R LR ik
RIRRFaEN:, 5 — IR GE T AN FE L BE | SN BEE L 30A HLBRIE I i e B IR 2 A
7 i P A v ) T B i B R M AR S SRR B A AR ek VD b e BE AR MBS, 3 TOC  AOC \NOC Rk A
LS SRR I S HEE S | ik SR R AR T — S, VAR 1 0 SR b o 7 5 1 R AE S R G A R . AR F Rl
AR A MR A RO

+ TR EAL VAR X 55— A L R AR R SR Sh R 2 S0 A AL s A A Eh e | v
M KRE A AR, FERAIRRIE D, <1 pm 1—5 pm 5—10 pm 10—50 pm BRRL B
LIRS E A HLaR A R 2, PR IX P XU K I Sl 5 RRE Ry b AR 25 2 W | R I, 384 HILAR FIDRS
PR Bl = ASRE N P RARTE AR 25 1 | J 1 i X 3 AT AILRR I /D P O i B B SRR, SR EBCAT 47 G B XL
FVDHE It 3 I b A B A5 D A S R G R R D AR e S ORI T S R DR A A L
B IR A

P+ TOC ,AOC \NOC EJi & 225, b B ANR b A2 P b1 A b RO TR . AT i o
B, B HEVERS R ZE £, TOC ,AOC \NOC 1) 7 =t 2 3 ka3 (0 AOC \NOC )34 IR 7775 25 5, TEBHVE 9]
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H(0—>5a) , AOC HyHETE = T NOC, 1 20a FU#FHL NOC 341 K T AOC, Z 5353 AOC 5 NOC 34 iR 23 (>
100a) BIZHZS & SRR bl BAEAERR 19 1K (0—20a) |, BT BB 4% P 4% F 38 S A DL 2 38 0 5 4 45057 4 7K
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(ALFE A SR - b R BT B B KBk K 575 ) TEAR SO R I, TPk — TAER A B FIRA T 3
BLA B LA B 1 AR AL AL
3 g

KRE S AR Vb KRB | 7 R b I € TOC | AOC \NOC Y it S RAR 1 4 A
FEAE—E WAL B, i 4 — )2 TOC . AOC NOC &1 A S5 <1 wm 1—5 wm 5—10 pm,
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BeEFH 1 50—250 wm 250—1000 wm SRR JVE T
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HERIEMSE, 5550 wm MRTAIE, HIH L =JEA WS A FRAR B A OC R B AR A R 22 57, 2
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