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Intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem

services: foundation, prospect and response strategy
WU Jun, XU Haigen" , DING Hui

Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences, Ministry of Environmental Protection, Nanjing 210042, China

Abstract: The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services ( IPBES) is an IPCC-
liked independent intergovernmental body with the goal of establishing a platform for scientists and decision-makers to
promote the conservation of global biodiversity and ecosystem services. The United Nations Environmental Program organized
three intergovernmental negotiation meetings to discuss the IPBES from November 2008 to June 2010. At the third and final
meeting, the representatives came to an agreement on establishment of the IPBES and initiated the Busan Outcome
document. In this document, the primary mission of the IPBES was defined as assessment. The decision-making body of the
IPBES should be the plenary, which should be open to participation by all member states of the United Nations and by
regional economic integration organizations. Intergovernmental organizations and other relevant stakeholders should
participate in the plenary as observers. The establishment of the IPBES will have a profound effect on the conservation of
biodiversity and ecosystem services. However, the following uncertainties are associated with the IPBES: (i) it is unclear
how the independence of the science will be maintained; (ii) the scales at which the assessments are conducted have not
been defined; and (iii) it is not known if developing countries will become fully involved. Finally, some suggestions are
given to enable China to participate in IPBES in the future. Specifically, the government should research the rules of the

IPBES, improve the tools and methodologies used for assessments and strengthen biodiversity monitoring.
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