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Factors influencing local residents’ attitude towards nature conservation in
natural tourism destination: a comparative study on China’ s Jiuzhaigou National

Park and UK’ s New Forest National Park
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Abstract; Nature conservation has become an important part of natural tourism destination management, and local
residents’ attitude towards nature conservation is crucial to the environmental protection and the sustainable tourism
development in the destinations. Nevertheless, there has been only little research work on local residents’ environmental
attitude and their attitude towards nature conservation in destination to the present. This paper was aimed to determine what
factors and how they influence local residents’ attitude towards nature conservation in natural tourism destination. Taking
China’s Jiuzhaigou National Park and UK'’s New Forest National Park as cases, this paper made a comparative quantitative
analysis of local residents’ demographic features, environmental improvement expectation of tourism development,
perception of tourism environmental impact, tourism environment ethics and the relations to their attitude towards nature
conservation. Random sampling questionnaire survey was conducted respectively in local communities of the two case study
areas in 2008 and 2009. After some statistic analyses of Chi-Square test, Spearman’s rho Correlation, ANOVA and

MANOVA with the software of SPSS16.0, this research came to some results as below: (1) As to local residents in natural
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tourism destination, their attitude towards nature conservation is effected by various factors with obvious difference between
the UK and China; (2) demographic features of local residents have no impact on New Forest National Park’s residents’
attitude towards nature conservation; while gender and possibility of tourism participation do influence local residents’
attitude towards nature conservation in Jiuzhaigou National Park: female residents ( Chi-Square y* =5.720, P =0.017)
and those who participated in tourism business ( Chi-Square y* =7.365, P =0.007) are more likely to support nature
conservation here; (3) As for residents in New Forest National Park, their attitude towards nature conservation is effected
by their environment improvement expectation of tourism development ( Fy, =2.222, P =0.071 <0.10) and their
tourism environment ethics rather than their perception of tourism environmental impact ( Fy, =1.240, Py =0.298).
Residents who held stronger environmental improvement expectation of tourism development and who are environment
protectionism in New Forest National Park are more likely to be nature conservation supporters ( Fy, =5.295, Py, =
0.006) ; (4) With reference to local residents in Jiuzhaigou National Park, their environment improvement expectation of
tourism development ( Fp,; =.686, P, =0.563) and tourism environment ethics ( Fp,; =0.437, P, =0.648) have no
impact on their attitude towards nature conservation, but their perception of tourism environmental impact does influence
their attitude towards nature conservation ( Fp; =3.237, Py =0.017 <0.10). The more negative their perception of

tourism environmental impact is, the stronger they hold supportive attitude towards nature conservation there.

Key Words: natural tourism destination; attitude towards nature conservation; Jiuzhaigou National Park; New Forest

National Park ( NF)
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Table 1 Comparison of features of Jiuzhaigou and NF
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Table 2 Crosstabulation on residents’ attitude towards nature conservation and their demographic features

SCH§ Support ASZ#E Unsupport Pearson £ Kl
i H Ttem .
JLIEW NF NEEW NF Pearson Chi-Square
P 5 23 (24.5) 46 (46.4) 2(0.5) 6(5.6) NF:3* =0.065 0,P =0. 798
Gender % 70(68.5)  71(70.6) 0 (1.5) 8(8.4)  JLIEM: x* =5.720,P =0.017
RS Gk 2 61 (59.4) 40 (38.7) 0 (1.6) 3 (4.3) NF 2 =0. 653, P =0. 419
Tourism participation = 15 (16.6) 77 (78.3) 2 (0.4) 10 (8.7) JUEEW: ¥* =7.365,P =0.007

R B S SRS A L AR YR S PSS 0 2R s b R AR 5 A AR A AP AR SRR I 0 B P B B AR I 1

SRR ST A B\ DR PR B S H A R R SR B AT RIS SR A BT AR
AREEI AR Bl Jo R A M R AR AR R KT Bkl 2 518 S5 H B AR RIS BE ) Pearson KI5 K %
{5350 6. 793 0. 065 4. 564 .1.576 F10.653,P (¥R T 0. L; RAFHAMER AEERAABESHAR
RS ERR Z RIS, A G E X ERAEERE, N ORI AR RIPSERAER M. 38
HIEL A AR BTFE A B, AR R A R RS E S HMN LR TS Skl AR F7ERE X
Bk, H: Pearson RIPESMHIN x* =5.720(P =0.017) Fl x* =7.365 (P =0.007) ; 5HE LB BA K, &
PRSI SR R L5 R B B AR SCRFE W B 2R 2 Sk M U e R A AR SR Rt B
FHERR. WATWAPIFRY , otk H B P AT A SR ittt RIS . T A % &,
2 RBIH T e RIS KORIFS SRS H A RS E NI R REER
3.2 JERIRIFFMA R SR B RN AN B R OR I RN S A

P 3 B TR B R 2 R B R BTN R I B AR R AP S B R GE T AT 4 SRR (3R 3) , B Ak
] 2R~ el R PO 0 S (R B B iy, S0 B2 et B A AR TP R S MR B L, WA b & BRI AN DA [R) A 3 PR i
TFRMEA X BRI ARG T 5B UHE 8 5 R R0 P S5 2 M SR BB AR AR , Jh B8 K 5 TUZE I X B AR AR P B4
SR EEHT AR E R A B R R, BB B

*3 ROBERKERMPE & RERAEYNBARBARPZHENHERESR
Table 3 Mean comparison of environment improvement expectation of tourism development, perception of tourism environmental impact, and

nature conservation support of local residents in case destinations

24l i3l P R ER SR MR BRI B
Tourism environmental Tourism environmental Attitudes towards nature
Case study area . . . . - .
1improvement expectation impact perception conservation in the national park
JLFEM Jiuzhaigou 2.12 (0.650) 2.70 (1.076) 1.79 (0.651)
B E R AR NF 1.98 (1.034) 3.54 (0.992) 2.29 (1.109)

T < BT ERBE R M R R AR B G R 20 B o S BROX TR AR UE T B R AR X B AR B ARERBE AR T N (R KRR iR R H R )
PRE A RSIARGE” 1SRRI BE 5 355 H IR o oA o 220

X L R SRR AP A BE ik e P DR B R 90 B S5 i SRR A T XU 1A R A, SRR (3R
4) FERAE P =0. 10 /KF L, €8 JE REIRIF ISR R B R H B AR R IS (F e =3 237, Py
=0.017) , TR B EMR A X UEEE JE R B RIS BE A R (F ey = - 686, Py = 563) s AL, B 7R
MERAEERE B AR SZ R R R (Fy =2.222, Py =0.071) [HAZHIRIFIIT 0
AN (Fyp =1.240, Py =0.298) ,

X I S AR B R ARSI B i e PR R WA SR B B AR PR P 5 B2 ) Spearman S5 AH S oM 4 SRk — 4
HEBA B AR E 228 B R B B AR ORI A 5 LR P R0 B 2 I [P S5 , T S R R S R WA SRR AN A OG5
JUFEIJE BB B AR DR 37 25 B 5 EL A T 0 58 R W R R 7 1) S AH G, (LS IR WP IR R B R (3R 5) o X5
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MANOVA 43t &5 3R 58 2 —3,

F4 WHEERKFEFEZNED & KREFMYPE5AARPIHERRSHR
Table 4 Model parameters of residents’ perception of tourism environmental impact & environment improvement expectation of tourism

development, and support to nature conservation in two case destinations

T 24
Ui H Item Type :]']legji A (E:;)E Meaf‘?sjzuare F P
of Squares
iR R AL NF 5.797 4 1.449 1.240 0.298
Tourism environmental impact perception W 4.834 4 1.208 3.237 0.017
HRF R NF 10.384 4 2.596 2.222 0.071
Tourism environmental improvement LI 0.768 3 0.256 0.686 0.563

expectation

#5 BRAZRPEE . RERRPERIRERMEME Spearman’s rho X T4 RE
Table 5 Spearman’s rho analysis results of residents’ attitude towards nature conservation, environment improvement expectation of tourism

development, and perception of tourism environmental impact

BRI PR S SE M MR
Tourism environmental impact perception Tourism environmental improvement expectation
BRI AREE NF -0.014 (P=0.869) 0.185* (P=0.035)
At
titudes towards nature LB ~0.217*  (P=0.037) 0.142  (P=0.171)

conservation

3.3 JERIRHFERE I H B AR S B R R

BA RIS BEBT ST AL T AR 2 SRS BN AR 37 32 SO SEAC B AL A "R . Ry
SCERSEAC B WA A TCFA B A1 BE SRR XS B ARFRFEREAT IR 5 DA 32 SOUBE I M ZE p L E A BEXT B AR BRI
FESREFBEIATRIE o 28R, — b Sl — R SOk TR 5025 B AR 1) - A J 2 — 1, A A — PR B 17 B
A BEAR AT BB B SRR B PREE A B M s B AL & AT REAE SRR AR B _E AR ER B R [ FIBREE A BEAR
A, R PR —FEERITE ™ o FEAEES ANTHPRSE TR IAEE B8 3 3 HTh ) £ G A AT
AESCRERMRBOR AT N o B R IAREFFA A TRBF AT SR A MES T o ASBRA b, B IR e e PR B AR TR
ERURU IR TR 3t o kR BN S iR B kA A i3 R R By b e N = BN L 7 B ey 3
TR PTHLE R RIS BT H B R RIS BN ANOVA & R AT WK 6.

*6 BRABEREHRECENTHARRPEE ANOVA HITERE
Table 6 ANOVA analysis results of residents’ attitude towards nature conservation with different tourism environment ethics

Forn =]:E):s ¥y

A Ttem Sum of squares df Mean square F P
HHMERE AR NF - HiihE] Between Groups 12.269 2 6.134 5.295 0. 006
JLFEH Jiuzhaigou 5 i8] Between Groups 0.380 2 0.190 0.437 0.648

PR AR B AR AR E , REZEAE SE AR B ARFRSE”

6 K, WG RTE A RIS E EAFESIT B ENZER . BRSEIIEE REAH
X UEEEHAT BRRY, Fe 3R OGRS BEM . 358 1, 98% [ LA B RSCHRE N A X 21T B R AR 97,
91. 6% FySLEE I JE RE DN “ MR AR L, RLOR BRI AR o

TEFARRER AR, R 83. 3% K& RSCRFTER AR E K A F 2T B RS A RAR ISR ST B T 1)
B Z A S R A AR S A TE B4 E 225 (Fyp =5.295, Py =0.006) ; Scheffe 25 J5 46 1 45 51
T, X R B2 TR 3 AR R B AR IR DY 217 AR B0 22 B A B K B AR IR A 2 R R R AL
ARSI PR 3 SO S8 SCRPTE B ARAR I 53 Bl EAT B AR AR T X * i 98 F) 8 5 A il K B AR O 2 B R 4 A
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AR RGN NN TIHRAIERMBOL 47 R 408U Bt AR RATRIEA IR B R RSB
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