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Classification and diversity of rodent communities in semi-arid

region of Inner Mongolia

WU Xiao-Dong.XUE He-Ru, SU Ji-An. SHI Da-Zhao ,WANG Wan-Zhong  ¢inner Mongotia
lastitute of Agricedture and Animal HusbandryHuhhot Inner Mongohia 010018,Chinad

Abstract : An investigation of rodent community in the semi-arid region of Inner Mongolia was conducted
from 1988 to 1993 using the trap night method and the fest cluster method with trap ratio as classificatory
dimension. Based on the results of clessificating and different vegetrarion characteristics the rodent commu-
nities in the region were divided into 9 rypes. Shannon-Wiener diversity index and Pielou evenness of the
different communities were compared, The results showed that the diversity index of community I was
the highest(Z. 4315). Its evenness index was 0. B41Z. The results indicated that rodent community diversicy
and evenness of rodent species distribution were very high in the interlock region of the 1ypical plateau and

the hilly in the transitional zone of desert and steppe of Inner Mongolia semi-arid region. The diversity and
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evenness in this community were the lowest(0. 8134 and 0. 3522:. It indicated that the diversity of the com-
munity of desert steppe was low and rodent distribution was uneven.
Key words :semi-arid region in [nner Mongolia;rodent commurity ; classification sdiversity
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Table 1  The stacture of the redent communities in the semi-arid region of Inner Mongolia trodents captured/100 trap
nights)
Fhk B % Commnmity
Species 1 1 1 w ¥ W 4 a 4
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HREBERD® 00306 07711 0. 8036  0.5206 — 0.5204  G.6991 — 3. 5385
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Fig. 2 The cluster dendrogram of Whittaker's index

of similarity of rodent communities
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