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Abstract During past 2000 years.the distributing area of three kinds of wild rice .Orvza
rufipogon Griff. . Oryza officinalis Wall and Orvza meveriana Baill in China decreased
45.06% .from 2 495 375 to 1 371 094 km®: nortern latitudinal limit of their distributing
area moved 9°49,1140 km south.from 38°3" N to 28°14'N. Whereas.the distributing area
of rice (O, sativa. L)increased 135% .from 4 081 860 km® to 9 600 000 km?; the northern
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limit of its distributing area moved 15°29',1700km .toward north.from 38°N to 53°29'N.
The centers of population distribution are mainly in Huanghe River and Yangtze Rive val-
leys which are not favorable for wild rice.but favorable to the development of cultivated

rice. Thus natural preservation for wild rice should be established.

Key words: distributing area. wild rice. O. sativa. L, population, ancient and modern

times.
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Fig.1 Change of distmbuting area of wild rice and rice(O. sativa. L)during the past 2000 years
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Mote:Line 1 means the north limit of distributing area of wild rice in ancient time.line 2 means the north limic of dis-

tributing area of rice(¢). sativa. L.)in ancient time.line 3 means the north limit of distributing ares of wild rice in mod-

ern time and line 4 means the north limit of distributing area of rice((2. sative. L }in modern time.
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