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Abstract Three thousand years ago,the northern distribution boundary of rhinoceros in
China was more than 1,800km long from west to east along Yellow River. This is a fact
few people know, During the recent three thousand years,the northern distribution bound-
ary of rhinocercs in China expanded to move southward. It is an important feature of the
regional extinction of rhinoceros population in China. The northern distribution boundary
of rhinoceros shrank away southward at a surprising speed of about 0. 5km per year. The
essential reason for the extinction of rhinoceros in China was human population pressure.
In ancient China .effects of the pressure of human population on rhinoceros included direct
and indirect aspects. Through a simple calculation,it can be concluded that 4. 0 men/km?

was the threshold value of human population pressure under which rhinoceros can survive.
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Fig.1 The historical change of north boundary line of distribution of thvnocercs in China
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Fig.2 The distribution of rhinocercs and the pressure of population m Tang.Song dynasty
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