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FRONTIERS IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCE

Chen Lingzhi Qian Yinggian
(Inststute of Botany.Chinese Academy of Science.Beijing 100093 ,China)

Abstract DIVERSITAS is the only international programme of biodiversity science to
date,which was derived from the biodiversity programme of the International Union of Bi-
ological Science (TUBS)in 1991, Currently, the partners co-sponsoring DIVERSITAS are
TUBS, the Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE) ,the United Na-
tions Educational ,Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),the International Union
of Microbiological Societies (IUMS) ,the International Council of Scientific Unions(ICSU),
and the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme through its core project on Global
Change and Terrestrial Ecosystems (IGBP/GCTE). An operational plan has been prepared
by the Scientific Steering Cornmittes of DIVERSITAS in July 1966,and was discussed on
the Execuitive Conmmittee of the TUBS in August.1996. The detailed contents of ten Pro-
gramme Elements were described on the operational plan. Five of these are the core Pro-
gramme Elements which represent the central parts of the DIVERSITAS research effort.

Information on the origins ,maintenance and change of biodiversity,on systematics,inven-
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torying and classification.and the monitoring of biodiversity contribute to the understand-
ing of ecosystem functioning and its interaction with biodiversity .which in its turn is basic
for supporting the conservation.restoration and sustainable use of hiodiversity. The other
five Special Target Areas of Research(STARs)are soil and sediment biodiversity.marine
biodiversity . microbial biodiversity.freshwater biodiversity and the human dimensions of
biodiversity .which are basically cross-cutting themes among the core Programme Elements
and focus on problems of special concern within biodiversity science .but often neglected or
receive only limited attention.

The flexibility of the DIVERSITAS Programme .the scientific information provided by
its Elements.as well as the international nuture of the DIVERSITAS agenda .all contribute
to the programmatic needs of the parties to Convention on Biological Diversity as stated in
its Articles. Three aspects have to be considered for biodiversity studies in next five years
plans. they are the correct guiding ideology ,selecting the priority areas with representative
according to the state of our country and joining to international programmes,such as
Species 2000.

Key words: DIVERSITAS, biodiversity . ecosystem functioning . convention on biclogical

diversity , priority areas.
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