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Table 1 Size of hatch patch and the development of sexual glands

B B % 5 TERR K /N mm) : W RBEX D (mm) oK ®E(mm)
Date Sex Size of sexuval glands Size of hatch patch Place Altitude
1H18H H L 760
Jan. 18 by 7F Left 1X3 Qishan
# Right 1x2
H kb kB
2 Small like little rice — —
4+A3H ®Buns 700
Apr. 3 by 7 Left 4. 75X 7 Louguantai
A Right 3.50%X5.9
4HA14H : K&ZH  400—500
Apr. 14 b3 K Left 4.7X8 Changan
% Right 4x5. 8 county
4A17H fe g
Apr. 17 2 Rounded like bubble MEIF AL, TR K4y 3120mm?
‘ E1 §f, 10 From chest to crissum,the area
E2 i, 5 is about 3120mm? L3085 700
E3 tifi, 2 Louguantai
Ho GH L/ Ak
Next are all small

like little rice
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Table 2 Hatching of eggs and nestlings
A b ey PHHC RER WILE S ORER S R
Date Place Egg numbers atching urviva atching Survival rate Natality ath o
numbers  numbers rate Q73] (%) reason
4H2H MNEH ANRiG%
Apr. 26 Liujia ravine 5 — 83.3 — — Demolished by person
4H30H [iicp:c!
Apr. 30 Xiwu 5 — 100 — —
5H20H ARE 283}
May 20 Muguacha 4 3 80 75 60 Wounded by fall
frExM
24  Qiavjia ravine 6 6 100 100 100
4A2HAE
aYPR
5H18H sk
Apr. 26 to
Zhouyuan 6 0 100 0 0 Food poisoning
May 18
i
Average 5.6 5.2~ 3 92.7 58.3 53.3
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ECOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE BREEDING OF THE LITTLE OWL
' (ATHENE NOCTUA PLUMIPES)

Let Fumin

(nstitute of Zoology, Academia Sinica , Beijing »100080)

- This work was carried out from March to July, 1992, in Qishan county, Shaanxi
province,to study the ecology of this species . Male and female birds have been found in pairs
to move about at dawn or night frequently in the early breeding period, The nests of the Lit-
tle Owl(Athene noctua plumipes) are found in the holes or crevices in steep ravine. They lay
their eggs on the loose soil at the bottom of their nests. A hatch patch becomes much obvious
on the abdomen of the female before laying their eggs. The eggs are white in color; (34.5+
0. 68) X (29. 140. 25)mm® in size and (15.5+0. 24) g in weight. A clutch usﬁally consists of
five to six eggs. They are incubated by female alone after laying the first egg. The hatching
period lasts 39 days.

Their food chiefly consists of rodens (two species account for 60. 4% )and insects (six

species account for 34.5%) during the breeding. period.

Key words:Little Owl,breeding ecology. day and night activities,feeding habits.
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