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Species number | nomber Range Mean Egg weight Egg size measure
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BREEDING ECOLOGY AND BIOLOGY OF FOUR SPECIES
OF EGRET AND HERON

Zhang Longsheng Liu Zucme Zhang Feng
(Depariment of Biology,Shanxi Unmrsiry,:f'aiyuan,DBOODﬁj

From 1988 to 1989.ch=servations on the breeding ecology and biology of four species of
egret and heron (Nycticornx nvticorax,Egretta garzetta . E. eulophotes, Ardeola bacchus) have
been taken in the Dongzhai bird conservation,Henan province. The results are as following :

E. eulophotes is a new record in south Henan province, breeding in this region for the
first time,

The Iour species of egret and heron are breeding in harmony of nested seat,nurture and
action in the same area. Most of N. ayticorar use the old nests, these seates are advanta-
geous. Only fewer of E. garzetta and E, eulophotes use the old nestes. A, bacchus build their
new nestes each and most of their nestes seating on the edge of the nest area. The nestes of
these species are simple ,dash-shapped. The size of nestes are varied depending on the size of
the branches, Generally,its size is 30—45 outside, 20— 30 inside, 8—35 in depth and 12—
25cm in height.

Feeding habit of young birds: N, nyticorar Ieeds mainly on frongs and auxiliarily on little
loaches. E, garzetta feeds mainly on loaches and auxiliarily on small wild lishes, A, bacchus
feeds mainly on loaches and auxiliarily on frogs. E. eufophotes {eeds only on loaches.

The voung birds of E. garzetta need about twenty days to pretect themself from being
catched by man and easily escaped form one branch to another branch of tree. N. nyficorax
and E. eulophotes need twenty-two days. A. bacchus needs fifteen days. The growth rate of A.
bacchus and E. garzettg is higher than N. nyticorar and E. eulophotes. When young birds of
these four species leave their nestes,the length of their wings are nearly the same as the
adult,

The major breeding damage of egret and heron are disgusting weather in this region.

Key words; Nycticorax nyctiorax, Egretta garzetta, E. eulophoes, Ardeola bacchus, mixed

group.breeding.ecological,growth.
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