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Figl The Map of vegetation distribution in Qinghai lake area
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PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE CAUSE OF THE EVOLUTION
OF ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT IN QINGHAI
LAKE AREA

Du Qing
(North-vest Platean Institufe of Biology, Academin Sinica, Xining)

Based on the data from remote sensing satellite images, the paper deals
with the characteristics of the evolution of ecological environment in
Qinghai lake area, The research revealed thai aridity was the main reason
for the change in ecological environment in the area, Due to the arnual
evaporation in four times the annual precipitation, the lake level descended
by 3.16 meters and the lake surface shrank by 279.4 km?® from 1956 to 1988s
and the desert area was up to 450 km?* in 1986, which increased by 115
km? as compared with that in 1958, The area of the wetland surrounding
the lake was 193 km?® in 1986, reduced by 81 km? as compared with that
in 1956, Analysis and comparison of evolution between paleovegetation and
modern vegetation led to the conclusion that both the vegeiation type and
species composition had no obvious change from 1952 to 1986, The drop in
Qinghai lake water level and the change in ecological environment are fou- .
nd to be closely correlative to the great uplift of Qinghai-Xizang(Tibet)
plateau since Pliocene epoch, human activily has the limited effect on the
ecological environment, and is not the dominant factor to lead to the i
deterioration of ecological environment in the area,
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