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ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLiMS OF INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES

A Joint Symposium of the British Ecological Society

and the Ecological Society of China

A D Bradshaw W Block .

(Department of Environmental & Evolutionary (British Antarctic Survey, N.E.R.C., High Cross,
Biology, University of Liverpool, Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3s OET)
P.0,Box 147, Liverpool L&4 3BX)

The United Kingdom and the People’s Republic of China have very different
historics, In the United Kingdom, industrial development began early, .in the 18th
century, and was swept along by the tide of riches that it generated, in a way that
damage to the environment was disregarded and pollutanis accepted as inevitable-
“where there’s muck, there/s money” But all this stimulated, by degrees, an early
environmental awareness, and gave riSe to some of the earliest major pollution conirol
schemes, Nevertheless a heritage of damage still remains, which is only now
being dealt with at great expense,

Large scale industrialization came late to the People’s Republic of China, not
really until the middle of this century, But, with the vigour and determination of the
Communist Government, a major transformation is in progress, Under successive Five
Year Plans industrial output is being raised by 12% per year!!! , At the same time
there has been a considerable increase in population (from 541 million in 1949 to
1035 million in 1984); with an increasing proportion living in citiest?!

All this can lead to serious environmental problems, The People’s Republic has,

however, the experience of environmental damage of the wesl as an example, and



