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Table 1 Energy flows through the ecagroecosystem of Kezuo county (Annunl

average in 1381—1883)
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Fig .t Energy flows through Kazuo agroccosystem (1981 —19083)
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STUDY ON ENERGY FLOWS THROUGH AN AGROECOSYSTEM
. IN WESTERN LIAONING PROVINCE

Wen Dazhong

(Institute of Applied Ecolog:'i'. Academia Sinica, Shconyang)

The impacts of increased human activities in the last Iwo hundred vears have
seriously damaged the semi-arid und Ssemi-humid ecosystems of western Liaoning in
China, Frequent droughts and heavy soil erosion are the major obstructions of agri-
cultural development in the area, The energy flows through an aproecosystem in
rural area of Kazhou county, a typical one in western Liaoning province. have been
studied to learn Some basic characteristics of the agroecosystem and to fipnd some
strategies for improving it, The sysiem covers seven subsystems; cropping fields,
¢ orchards, tree plantations, artificial grass lands, natural shrubbery-grass pasiures,
domestic animals, and local residents, The annual average energy flows through the
'y agroecosyStem, including input and output energy flows and the energy flows be-
tween the componenis, were calculated and estimated for the period of 1981-—1983,
Bused on analysis, Some Strategies for improving the agroccosystem . were recom-
mended,such as reducing pork production and developing dry-land farming techniques
to improve food supply to local residents, developing fuelwood plantation to improve
local household fuel supply, and developing intensive orchards to increase commer-
cial outputs,
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