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AGE AND GROWTH OF THE JAPANESE SEE BASS
(LATEOLABRAX JAPONICUS) IN YAMEN OUTFALL
OF PEARL RIVER ESTUARY

Xiao Xuezheng Liu Shaoming
(Pearl River Fisheries Institute, Chinese Academy of Fisheries Seiences) P

The 290 specimens of young and adult Japanese sea bass (Lateo!abraxl japoricus)
were colleeted from Yamen Ouifal of Pearl River Estuary, during the period from
June 1983 to January 1986, Scales used to determine the the age and growth rates
of the fish are taken from the middle part between the dorsal spines and the lateral
line, The annual ring is characterized by the rark of dense and sparse of the rings
on the svale, New annual ring began to appear mosily during February-March, The
Japanese sea bas® matures at 3 years old and the growth rates decreased after the
adult stages, The bedy length L {(mm) as function of the scale radius R (mm) is
expressed as L=104,1899R — 3,6554 and the length L{mm) — weight W(g) relation-
ship is W=5,0765%10"° L2.81?/_ Growth of the Japanese see bass fits in von
Bertalanffy equationship well, The growth parameters are: L, =972.32mm, W.=
12635,.66g, K=0,3146,tc= — 0,4401 and the turning point of growth curve in wei-
ght 1, =3,05 years, Due to the fact that the growth rate in weight increases with
the increasing ages until 3 years old, the minimum catchable age and size of this
fish may be suggested to be 3 years old with 600mm in length and 3,5kg in weight, .
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