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Fig. 1 Sessonal prevalence of dust mites in relation with the ambient bumidity and temperaturc.
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Fig. 2 Dead mite counts on padded

furniture
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Fig. 3 Sessonal prevalence of Dermatophgoides
pteromgssinus and Hirstia dowtigole in Shanghai,
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FAUNAL SURVEY AND SEASONAL PREVALENCE OF HOUSE
DUST MITES IN THE URBAN AREA OF SHANGHAI

Cai Li  Wen Tinghuan
(Shanghai Medical University)

From September 1984 1o Auguslt 1985, a faunal survey of the house dust mitcs
was carried out in Shanghai, Samples Were taken from 15 ceccuppied homes and 2
inns, 1023 dust samples were collccted by vacuum cleaner from pillows, sofas,
maliresses, Woolen jackeis and room floors around the beds in every four wecks, A
lotal of 4921 living mites Were collected, Among them 4413 (89,689%) of the speci-
mens were identified as 21 species belonging to 4 suborders, o familie s and 16
genera, Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus was the predominant species (49,248 ), Next
to it were Hirstia domicolz {(15.50% ), Glycyphagus privatus (1G,15%), D, farinae
(2,00%),Euroglyphus nmaynei {(5,51% ), D, pteronyssinus clusicred in the dust samples
fram pillows, sofas, matteresses woolen jackets and &, pritatus in that from floors,
Mites appeared in the samples all the year round and the specics in August was more
€17 species) and in January and December less {7 species) For the same time,a scasonal
prevalence of house dust mites was followed, 7539 out of 1259(83,46% )dust samplcs
iaken from beds, pillows and sofas were with living mites and 2 total 7012 living
mites were collectcd, The mite population showed at the peak in summcr with as
much as 103 mites/m?® (from the matiresses in May)and al the basin in January and
Fabruary with only 1—2 mites/m* (from the pillows and matiressis), The peak of
dead mites was in winter, The variation of the dust mite population was clozely
rclated to the outdoor temperature, When the daily temperature reached to 15—2¢°C,
the ‘mite population might reach to the peak after a pericd of 4 wecks,

Ke); Waords: allergen, house dust mites, fauna of mites, Scasonal prevalence,
Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus, Hirstia demiicola,.Glycyphagus privaius,D | faringe,

Euroglyphus maynei,
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