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IMPACTS OF THREE GORGES PROJECT ON THE
ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES

Hou Hsiohyu(Hou Xueyu)
(Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

To justify impacts of Three Gorges project on ecological environment and re-
sources,one has to consider the plamed Reservoir area and whole Yangtze River
valley to be interrelated as an ¢cosystem,Within the Reservoir area,a large area
of fertile scils,natural and cultural scenes being tourist resources and certain
mineral resources would be submerged, The landslide collapsz and seismicity may
be induced by constraction of the Dam, In the upper Yangtze River valley soil
erosion may shorten the life of the Dam,sticle the navigation and induce flood
disaster, There,production of runningwater loving fishes will be decreasde,The Dam
has a limited ability to control flood;in middle and lower Yangtze River valley,
it will hinder the rare and valuable water animals and fishes from swimming
from the middle and lower river to the upper rivir for reproduction, In addition,
certain fishes living in the estuaries may be effected and absent, The sea waves
will lash the nearshoie ground and cause salimization,Deposits of soil materials
brought from the upper valley to estuaries might be decreased, According to the
above-mentioned ecological impacts, one should be careful to decide whether or
not the Project will be taken place,



