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Fig, 1 stations for benthic survey on the Jiulong Jiang Estury
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Table 1 Composition of species of Lenthic in different seasons
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Fig, 2 Distribution in percentage of the number of species and composition
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Table 2 Composition of density and biomass of benthic in different seasons
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Fig,3 Distributions of density and biomass of benthos
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Table 3 Mainly characteristic of environments and benthos at each subarea
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Fig,4 Relation of some species and sediment types
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STUDIES ON THE ECOLOGY OF BENTHOS IN THE
JIULONG JIANG ESTUARY

He Minghai Cai Erxi Wu Qiquan Jiang Jinxiang Lin Shuangdan
Xu Huizhou Liu Quanshun Zheng Fengwu Li Rongguan
(Third Institute of Oceanography, National Bureau of Oceanography, Xiomen)

This paper studies the ecological characteristics of the composition, distrib-
ution and seasonal variation of the benthic fauna and deals with the relations-
hip between the distribution and inhabiting environments of benthic fauna,
based on the data obtained from the subtidal zone in the Jiulong Jiang Estuary
August, 1980 to October, 1981,

In all, 440 species were identified in this area, they might be divided into
three ecological groups, i,e,estuarine, neritic euryhaline and marine, and the
neritic euryhaline species were the dominant,The averages of the densities and
the biomasses of the benthic fauna in this area are 358 ind./m? and 56,17g/m*
respectively, The distributions of the species, the densities and biomasses of
the benthos were extremely uneven,Among the oceanographic conditions which
influence the ecological characteristics of the benthic fauna, salinity was the

most important, followed by hydrographic dynamics and different sediments,



