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BAVHIH G KNI L IROTIEL, B HILT 184:3,900% 48, 1983471 1084 £i0%
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67.5X 45,08 K, 743, HTIME LN MEEARIFCLA10H, YITNWEBRN RO THEE
Bl MBEHE SR A T TR 2SR R EE, F4970.2(68.5—72.0) X 47.9
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obscurus) , I (Lerwb lerwa) . B % (Crossoptilon crossoptilon)d “ERh3s 3k 31, 4f
FEAT S FEAR RO AR B LL 22 A TH B A B A
TS AT AER R T T, ZRFE ML A4 5 5 TR A B K Br A Uk B0 30 94
R BN TR (Lophophorus) WEEAL R AN LRI & AT BN FIEL 45 SE2
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RPF IR B R 2, MR B AR TR S 5B, PIREBEEAMRR EIL B A AGE
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BN R DA I e A LR BRI B, R — A E B (258048, 1985) o
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STUDY ON THE BREEDING ECOLOGY OF
THE CHINESE MONAL

He Fenqi Lu Taichun Lu Chunle:
Institute of Zoclagy, Academia Sinica)

Cui Xuezhen

(Bureau of Forestry,Baoxing)

This paper deals with the breeding ecology of the Chinese Monal (Lophoph-
orus lhuysii) .Our field observations were made in Baoxing (Moupin), Sichuan
Province from April to August, 1983 and then from April to July, 1984, The
main results obtained are as below,

Briefly, the breeding season of the Chinese Monal 1s from early April to
the end of May, earlier than that of other alpine pheasants,During this period
the Chinese Monals are usually found at an altitude of 3,600—4,200m, inhabi-
ting the area of the upper limit of the forest where often being rocky and with
dense shrubberies,

The nests of the Chinese Monals we found were at an altitude of 3,800—
4,000m, and, being located just beside crags. The eggs are yellowish in color
with irregular brown spots, and are 69 (67,5—70.5) %46 (45,0—46.5) mm in
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size and 78 (74—80) g in weight, Incubation is by the females only,

The fact that among the individuals we found in studying only about thirty
per cent sharing in breeding each year, shows that probably the Chinese Monals
have a relatively long juvenile period before they get fully matured,

During the breeding season,the Monals make a special whistling call differing
from their common calling heard the whole year, especially the males,

Though it can often be found in small flocks the Monals during the day with
both sex in different numbers,in accordance with our field observation the Chi-
nese Monal is monogamous,

Our census shows that the Chinese Monal is the least in number among
the alpine pheasants in the area under our studying.Their density is about one
pair per 1,5—2.0km?.We are certainly of the opinion that special managements

should be taken urgently for the conservation of the species,
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