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SOME CHANGES IN THE ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT
CAUSED BY HUMAN ACTIVITIES IN XINJIANG

Fan Zili
(Xinjiang Institute of Biology, Pedology and Desert Research, Academia Sinica)

The changes in the ecological environment caused by human activities in Xi-
njiang are mainly as follows:

i1, The flowing distances of rivers have been shortening, and the minerali-
zation and silt content of their water have been increasing,

2. The water level of lakes has been descending, or they have been drying
up, their water mineralization has been rising,

3. Forests have been being damaged, the area has been reducing.

4, Pastures have been retrograding, the herbage yield has been dropping,
and the quality deteriorating,

5. Soils have been suffering from the secondary salinization, swamping and
their fertility has been lowering,

6. The area of desertification has been expanding continuously,

In order to protect and improve the ecological environment, the water and
soil resources to a better use must be put, the natural vegetative cover should
be protected and expanded, the desertification, salinization and swamping should
be prevented, and the relationship between human beings and nature be coord-

inated,
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