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NOTES ON THE MANAGEMENT OF WILD
BIOTIC RESOURCES AND THEIR ECOLOGY IN
CHINESE ANCIENT TIME BEFORE QIN-DYNASTY

Xia Wuping Xia Jinglin
(Northwest Plateau Institute (Institute of History of Natural
of Biology,Academia Sinica) Sciences, Academia Sinica)

The wild biotic resources are renewable and can be made to meet the human
needs permanently by rationally utilizing and managing them, otherwise they
would be destroyed and never be recovered, This is an important problem in ap-
plied ecology, Some principles and measures in using and managing the resources
were known by the ancient Chinese before Qin-dynasty, i, e. 2200 years ago,
This paper deals with some recognitions of this question, as found below,

1. The old records reflect the processes from destroying the biotic resources
to their protection and management,

2., Management measures were taken:

1) To appoint officers to the services of controlling mountains, forests,
marshes, and fish, birds, mammals etc,

2) To set up system of laws for controlling of natural resources, especially
to establish the period of cutting, hunting and fishing within one year,

3) The measures were based on ecological knowledges, both autecology and
synecology, The habitats, behaviours and reproduction of many plants and animal
were recorded in the ancient literatures, The notions of biotic community and
food chain are specially valuable although they were simple and unsophisticated,
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