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ON THE GROWTH RATE OF SOME COMMERCIAL
FISHES IN THE QIANTANG JIANG RIVER

Chen Makang Tong Heyi Chen Zhaoxiang Gao Jian

(Shanghai College of Fisheries)

The scales of Megalobrama terminalis (Richardson),Plagiognathops microlepis
(Bleeker)s, Cyprinus carpio (Linnaeus) and Aristichthys nobilis (Richardson)
collected from the Qiantang River in 1975 and 1976 are used for investigating

their age and growth, The relationship between the scale length and body len-

gth is shown through the equations; L=a+bs, L=as®,L=a+bs+cs,L= Vb-fl'-'al/s‘
b4

which some authors have used before,

The growth of these fishes correspond to Von Bertalanffy’s equations,W =
Waoll—e*@-te)33, =L, (1—-e%"-te ] At first, the growth rate in the
body length of these fishes incrcases more rapidly before they reach the age
of the first sexual maturity and then increases much slowly,The growth rate in
weight, however, progressively increases until the age of turning point,

The age of the initial sexual maturity of P,microlepis and C,carpio is same
as that of their turning point,But the age of the first sexual maturity of M,

terminalis and A, nobilis is one year earlier than that of their turning point,
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