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PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE GROWTH OF
PORTUNUS TRITUBERCULATUS

Sun Yingmin Song Zhile Yan Ruishen Gong Meiju

(Shandong FisheyrSchool)

Sun Jinjie

(Tide Dyke Office of Ye County)

This paper is a report of the preliminary study on the growth of the ind-
oor cultured P, trituperculatus at the southern coast of Bo Hai in 1982, There are
some results as follows:

1. Young crabs,which were hatched about at the end of May and developed
in the second ten days of June,were cultivated for 3 months at 20°—30°C and
became mature by the end of August,During this period, the male crabs shed-
ded off their shells 8—10¢ times and their weights attained to 55,5—176,4g,The
female crabs shedded off their shells 9—10 times and their weights attained to
83.0—176,.9g.

2. The interval between successive sheddings became longer and longer as
the crabs grow older,Variations occurred in the different individuals and in the
different environmental conditions,

3. Sheddings occurred mostly at night and lasted about 15—30 minutes,

4, After each shedding, the body length and breadth increased by about
309% over the last stage and the weight doubled,

5, The relationships between shell-length and shell-breadth, between
shell-length and body weight, and between shell-breadth and body weight can
be expressed as the following equations respectively:

B=1,7244L*0578
W =3,1275x 1074131424
W =6,4002x107°B2*%572
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