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STUDIES ON THE BREEDING AND FEEDING
HABIT OF THE COAL TITS

Song  Yusun

(Department of Bioleey, Northeastern Normal University)

The Coal tits (Parus ater ater Linnaeus) are beneficial and resident birds. In the habi-
tats, they move in a regular way during September and October up to March next year.
In the region of the Changbai Mountain, Jilin Province, they occur mainly in the coni-
ferous forest zone of mountainous region (1,100—1,800 m. alt.) and in the coniferous and
broadleaf mixed forest zone (780—1,100 m. ait.) during their breeding season.

They begin nest building from the end of April to the beginning of May. Most of
them make their nests in the tree holes; only one builds its nest in the gap of soil pre-
cipice. The nests (12 nests) are usually found at an elevation of 0.33—1.77 m. (7 nests),
of 3.8~8.0 m. (4 nests), and of 21.4 m. (I nest) respectively from the ground. The nest
building is carried out by only the females and it takes 10—11 days for them to complete

their nest building.
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- Many of bird females lay two hatches of eggs annually. A full clutch has 9—10
eggs in the first clutch and 7—8 eggs in the second clutch. An egg is laid at as early as
5:00 every morning for about 29—30 minutes. After laying an egg, the females stay in
the nest for the night. The measurement of 22 eggs average 15 (14.4—15.8) x11.8 (11.3—12)
mm. in size and 0.93 (0.9—0.95) gms. in weight. v

Eggs are incubated by only the females and the incubation of eggs lasts 13—14 days.
The percentage of hatching averages (3 clutches) 96.79, (90—1009;). Some of them begin
to lay the second clutch before the first one leaves the nest.

After hatching, the young are fed for 17—18 days, 154. times( 5th day) and 279 times
(15th day), by both the male and female birds. On leaving the nest, the body weight of
the young birds averages 9.8 gms. and is about 10 times as much as that at the time of
hatching. The survival rate of the four clutches under observation is a hundred per cent.
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