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ON THE STRUCTURE OF BUNTING COMMUNITIES
IN THE NORTHERN SLOPE OF THE CHANGBAI
SHAN MOUNTAIN

YANG XINGJIA

(Centre of Biological contral, Jilin Province)

In order to make clear the structure of bunting communities, an ecological observation
on buntings (Emberriza Linnaeus,1758) in the northern slope of the Changbai Shan Moun-
tain was made from 1979—1981.

There are 26 species of buntings in China, but only 6 species breed in the northern
slope of the Changbai Shan Mountain.

The immigration and emigration of those summer migratory birds are comparatively
regular. The earliest arrivals are as late as from the end of March to the beginning of
April. E. elegans ticehursti and E. s. spodocephala are the earliest arrival birds, following
which is E. rristrami, and the latest arrival birds are E. F. fucata and E. aureola. On the
other hand, the latest arrival birds leave their breeding sites in this area earlier than the
earlist arrival birds. The buntings stay in the Changbai Shan Mountain for about 210
days and are distributed in 4 vertical zones.

There are six types of bunting communities, among which E. s. spodocephala + E. elegans
ticehursti, and E. elegans ticehursti +E. s. spodocephala are two main types of bunting
communities. The spatial pattern of the communities depends on the environmental con-
ditions.

An analysis of the similarity index of these iwo main types of bunting communities shows
that the degree of similarities and differences of bunting communities depends on the varia-
tions in vegetation. The species diversity index of bunting communities also depends on

the environmental variations.
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