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ECOLOGICAL NOTES ON MANGROVES IN
SOUTHEAST COAST OF CHINA INCLUDING
TAIWAN PROVINCE AND HAINAN ISLAND

Lin Peng
(Department of Biology, Xiamen University, China)

The mangrove plants,distributed discretely along the southeast coast of
China including Taiwan Province and Hainan Island, consist of 29 species beloning
to 20 genera in 16 families (table 1). They could be grouped under 7 plant forma-
tions as follows;

1. Bruguiera gymnorrhiza Form 2, Rhizophora apiculuta Form, 3. Kendelia
candel Form. 4. Aegiceras corniculatum Form. 5. Avicennia marina Form. 6. Sonneru-
tia caseolaria Form. 7. Nypa fruticans Form.

These Formations distribute from tropical to subtropical coast in China.
They belong to the oriental mangroves group of the world.

The special morphological structures of the mangrove plants, i. e. vivipary
pneumatophore, stilt-root, anchoring-root, and buttress-like root ctc. found in
other Pacific area, are also presented in these mangrove vegetation.

The mangroves are good natural shelterbelt, exhibiting the effect of decre-
asing the tidal force and promoting the establishment of sludge beach. They
are trees of important cconomic value. The bark contains tannin which is an
important material for dyeing fishnets. The leaves and tender twigs of mangrove
trees are often used by farmers as green manure. Under mangroves, some species
of algae may flourish. These algae, c. g. Enteromopha sp.can be used as sources
of manures and as foodstuff both for man and for livestock in Fujian Province.
The tidal area under the shelter of mangrove trees may serve as spawning
ground for some economic fishes and prawns.

More than 42 thousand hectares of mangroves are found along the southeast
coast of China including Taiwan Provinee and Hainan Isl and. Among these, some
hundred thousand mu are artificial culture of Kandclia candel, Rhizophora stylosa,
Ceriops tagal and other species. A protect-range has been established in Port

Dongzhai, Qiongshan county of Hainan Island.
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