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Abstract; Reporter genes include lux, gfp, lacZ, inaZ, luc, cat, xylE, uidA and so on, in which lux, gfp, lacZ and
inaZ genes are the commonly used ones in the monitoring of soil quality. This review firstly compares the above-mentioned
four kinds of reporter genes generally used in the monitoring of soil quality from different perspectives, and describes the
definition, classifications, characteristics and feature of these reporter genes. This review also reveals the construction of the
reporter gene expression system and its detection method, and then summarizes the application of the reporter gene
technology in the monitoring of heavy metals, pollutants, nutrients and other chemical compounds in soil, and microbes or
their activities, the interactions between soil microbes and protozoan as well as plants in soil, and finally discusses the

limitations of the reporter gene technology, and the direction of research and development in the future.
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1.1 R RHE R

1E IR Y W A B R 2R R A A O R B SE R luxCDABE (gfp JlacZ Fl inaZ %,
1.1.1 IluxCDABE

lux FEH BN &G va ke ok, A HE 5 AN FER (luxA B.C D E, FE lux 3\ T HHF 7
N luxC D A B.E , EH luxA B 43 B 95 B TEERE B K 4> T84 40 KDa 137 KDa #92 4% kb, luxC D
E 5\ 9k RS R A S, 3 MR G —EAHBIEN REFERE S, WM, 7 ueC B L3R
B luxl F1 luxR2 DMRAEEEE . BAS e EFEH 2 A EIE T X IF 86 1 2 AR R 7 i AR F
(luxR) AT (luxICDABE) ™', lux FER AR EA T JBFE R

luxAB 45 B IR BEAE KA FE IS I8 R AL B R BAZ R (FMNH, ) & O, 7A7E B L i s &4k , 42 K

B AR SE =1 ) [RIE F= AR B K 2 490nm S SR AE Yk o luxCDE 45 i s I BRE JE i 526 0K s I R SR

JE G TR , M — B ER B R AR R
1.1.2 gp #EHA

1992 4., Prashar % Yk A7k £ 52 e B 4B 4556678 19 (GFP) 1) gfp B gfp 2 3 MM BT
LK, S GRS 69 .98 F1 71 ANEIRR . BT KE: gfp ZEE B TH BRG], EEZS T AEM RN FEA BRI HRE,

GFP 2 —fEAE T/KE: UK IS B & I sh iR N AV KOG E R, H 238 NEEMRBEA R, 77T
&M 27 kDa, ‘ER&H 2 MIYHNKAE 14 o BIEMINEaRE 11 4 g 181 B MRS A RK — Rk,
RS AL FHEAR I o B2 LA SR EEH — AR 1 N MBUE S, GFP MAGH ZEHREH
JEEREE 65 ~67 (iR I EARER HEAR B S MAITE B, 5 2O68E BV RE & H A IR 1 M
] WGEIE0, THE RSB E 7',
1.1.3 lacZ EH

lacZ FER 9ih% B2 WEH S TE0FAEWE AT p-F UM EEG) 12 F ok Mo I AR IE % e 0%, Hoar
Mridi B T MR R R . ZERSEOREET , BIE 4 A AR PR , To 75 0 S0Rn L At A& f] 3K
HERET B LA RN AE 4 . B- LI IR b — R IR W LR 5 0 i R R B G s =4 .
— S AR AL B P W e BAL B R WAL )G , BE AR AT B AL 215 5™ o lacZ SER7E LML IS
WA lux F gfp BT Z, FERHE T B-FL0E T B /0K I 75 22 40 i /) 24 /gt ELAS R FH 1 147 22 1) B 40 i
RiL8
1.1.4 inaZ #H

inaZ B K B F T & BELMUEE ( Pseudomonas syringae) , it ¥ & VKA TG YE VK A% R H InaZ , 53X F & P AT
A inaZ FRIBKME ., inaZ V5 RIRE IR B 2850 R AFFT a0 LABE I 5 22 Z IR N EE N A B BE AR,
H YR E Ak R G R IRE T AR ES . 7638 SR BER B ( Pseudomonas syringae pv. phaseolicola) H inaZ
WEEREBREZE/DW lacZ & 10 FHREME. L, inaZ G REAMHER R IO REET R
WMOAERN TR, Bl TR SRR , inaZ F R 7E 4 3550 A4 B Wa il o 32 2 BRI

IR LR E M e R 4 PR R E RS TR 1 BRER 4 BMEREFI, BE ca(REEAER
LB ) xylE (uid SRR M EALES ) F1 widA (4Rt B-HME H IR ER , XFR B-gus E RG) Fo cat Y
) 5 BRSO A2 R, TS B A, RABPEAR . wylE Xk LA SC 3 S5 40 A A0 SE B JE AL ST . T B-gus 75
AR X-Clue 7 GEH AT SRR IR , HEF 0 Wi B 0 2440 M, T H—SeAR PRI A W A B B P B i
— B HITRTE gus WM. BT LB B RTEAR B BRG], A5 B A T7E 133080 4 W I v 1 o PR AN
o FEERIELA R, T 5HT AL BB 20 M A 4115 255 R A3 1 T 00 T AR ke 40 e P 3 s A A T o
A E R, I lux 1 gfp SXPIIEA] & H TR LR AR 245 2 H R .
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Table 1 The mostly used reporter genes in the monitoring of soil quality
45 H A Reporter genes luxCDABE o lacZ inaZ
4 H Encoding protein FCHEE HEREEA B-FFLBET AR IKEEH
W Mornitor principle 5 e e AR
R Sensitivity e g e e
A TR Oxygen requirement T T N N
B 37 M Co-factor independency 1% W W s
ARG P T I 3RIE 4
Expression at low metabolic activity fie i 1 i
JEAZ WS In situ detection g LT ARESE NS
BN Single-cell detection % s 1% REESCHE
41 M BE L ELH: Cell disruption necessary ATE N THE ATE
HAS Cost g 1% i i
HMIEY) R Extra matter T NS PR N3
[5] R ) i) 45 45 L A Reporter gene of the same series luxAB ,lucFF ,ruc Igillz,ipl;l,:,BFP, - inaW ,inaA

1.2 iRERRERE RG-S
1.2.1 REERFRERG LHAE

AT LEO P RS R RRERE E RS N RERBR AN RIERE RS

FERF SRR R G —RACR S 2 N 518 S5 30 T4 Bk & 2R, F ve R B ok sk b, 5 A2 iR
AN, RER A YR TG A (GBS TR i R R Rk . M 2R R AN, KX (5 S i
(F 1a) o BXFPFRIA R H FRIEAS R BT

R PR K R GRS 2 A R 5 X500 TH BT IrA B RS PR T HRERE ST
T, R R OB b F R AE B AN SRR P E R R R L Y R S AR E AR e
HEFE IR, FEEREGHEE R (E 1 b) o 7RI AR o
1.2.2 i 2N R

AR i 2 R R P R RN [ R 7 i A B2 5 (3R 2) , B AR WDk 9Ok L Bk IR IR
R4S o

®2 IBEREENFRERREERENTE

Table 2 Detection methods for reporter genes mostly used in the monitoring of soil quality
il 77 Detection method

WA Je2E R Optic detection method F R .
Reporter gene W 6E: Do e Current detection Oﬁt}:u:s
Bioluminescene method ~ Fluorescence method Colorimetry method
lux % vV
& vV
lacZ vV vV \V4
inaZ vV

HE Wk R O T AR M R TR A BN VEAL I Y BE T e e S SRR 5 B A PO R R
B RIS TR S AR AR IR B, T Tl JE DR SR IORE I ™ s FE ik R 15 8 4R AT
PO BMBE TOEHOLIE R BT AT BT R PGS K9 40 2028 A S A I B A K 28 52 1 4k
$HE R T, AT g SEEFREMKI ' ; AR T lacZ Rk MR, ZIEETF BERIL, U
FTTLEAE IR , 8 PG i L 6035 o LB s A 6 ) SRV I (2 TR B SR A S A AL S R LA
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Living or metabolic-activated cell

S
Reporter gene

L a

Specific compounds

Gy s B
Reporter gene

B AE AT TE I FH PR PRl 4 o5 B P Rk R G

Fig. 1 The two expression systems of reporter gene used in soil study

(a) 4P FRIK R G the non-specific expression system, (b) 555k R4 the specific expression system

T DA B A 52 R SRy L , P o AU RS 9 28 M AL AL B P D 1 i AR ALk 52 2 R AR 7 7= A G v 3, L 7T
FITF lacZ AR o oAb, 38 T B B-2k SUBETT B AR S LUk, 3 i 40 IR BT 40 L e e v
lacZ FFEWFE™ o W inaZ FK BRI , B T2 B 33K i BB 7 A B B KRS PR TR 11, E A 40 B 41
15 290 L 5 2 A X B L BB 2 v, R A e PRIV VR T B BB SRAG I imaZ PR ZRIR KR

R R AT J7 (B B SEBURL (i siv ) W I ANZELR (on line) Wil . -+ 3808 AE W24 BFSE 19 H 9 2 — R A
I MR AL TR, PG AT Ak B I Ao T 0 X i ) 1 L S ERE v 4 A WS 4
BT, AT L A A TR 40 I\ T SR R0 B ke o ST JRURE W U A, 388 o S e A IR A R R T
gerp g L/ LRGSR R 5 6 R S R AR LS BB AR 2 SR R A A . Ak T 4R
75 R IR FE IR BR 4], Kragelund 25"V luxAB FRiT M52 8 B I B 12 A 700 8P KRR, ARG MR
WMBHZBT ZEBESH , FADET AT W BRE % 12250, (HEEE A B RR L2 s , B2 B H
3o R T 200 T DR B0 4B, 16 D 20 £ PR R LG, 0 L 25 T LRI ) B2 P

TELR W U 2 Xk A 0y 1 s 2 T TE 7 % A 70 A ) T 5 B B 5 B AT , SRR SERM P R S 1 . SEATZE SR
WA , 338 W S R 1 R A B AR A S A A M R R AT, F PR L S FE T B 0t A 4 b, BT AE T e R
WA GIE R 15 TR B SR RE JEWHEE R N RERF REEE, B — W S5ta B8 e Uit
TR R 3, SCAHE R IS SR o Heitzer 21 6408 NahG2-luxCDABE [JFkL pUTK21 5 A 5618 B
B HKA4 , FFK03% T F2 B 1B 52 76 0 4F b ) AL 8RS X 25 T FL 40l 7 W o A7 18 R W W, % B0 A 0 4R 4 ROR:
pUTK21 fIR B S & BARFRN LR,
2 HAEMBENREREERGE T ERE LN R B
2.1 Wil 39 b kS R

] PRI 2 R S 0 A A S A S e ) A P TR, T LA 25t T 3 e (L2 R (32 3)
2.1.1 WP ESR

TR EE lux T gfp BOLFMAEDEBRBCH T ZNHT RN LR ELR, o Hg™ Nl
Cu™ [Fe!™ Sb'™! Zn'™ Pb"V 4 Hext He MBI RSt B M.
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Table 3 The chemical compounds monitored by the reporter genes in soil '*]
) B (R4S )
MDA = C T GET
- Reporter gene( non-specific) Environment Host strain
condition sensed or gene fusion ( specific)
4 Stk Zn luxCDABE HIEFLERAK KIGHFFHE , TR
Non-specific Cu luxCDABE IFLBRAK KIGHFFHE , TR
2,4-— 51 luxCDABE T HEBREY) KIGFFH
P AR B ER luxAB YRS B BRI S A A B
RIS luxCDABE IREHRIY FOLMB B
E275: 555 45 luxCDABE TR KIGHF
b)) ST luxCDABE HRZEFR Y FOLMR A
CPC, TPC, PCP luxCDABE TR KIGHH , 6P
o luxCDABE TR Do L o]
RS luxAB T JRAL) FOLMB B
¢ Mk Specific & Pars-luxAB TR KIGHH
Ni enrYXH ; : luxCDABE T ) X 1]
Cd Pantz-lacZ T3 (JFAL) KIGHF
Cu cop: :luxAB IR P& o - Lo
Fe Ppvd-gfp B (JRAL) TEBEAEE
Hg PmerTPCAD-luxCDABE T HHRIY) KIGHFHE
I3 PtbuAl-ghp T3 B AR BR (L) RGBSR
EZ 0SS Pm: :gfp B (JRAL) o &Y ]
4-E bphA: :lacZ HBR (JBAL) P& LN
ZERKBG R nahG: : luxCDABE TR Do L o]
o Pfic-lacZ 3 CJRAL) Do L o]
NP Tn5-luxAB ~ PP2-luxAB TR P& LN
[IEDR(SE Ppap.a SRR R (AL B AT i
PP PmelA-gfp AR ER (JRAL) R
N-P 55 22 PR I i Plusl-gfp 3 (JRAL) KIGH B
HEMER AR PscrY-inaZ, aatl: ;inaZ HEx (JFAL) A BRSO
AR davT'; ; luxCDABE HRBR (JEAL) SRR
TE/R Ptet-gfp THEURAL) KT

FRHTERAE T mer H PRI BRL, PIER A — DS X BRI T5 14 A R B8 30 1, B 3h 7 B P #e i
ARV LR merR MEEHFE R merTPCAD , 4 — My SRAFAERS merTPCAD HI5E PR S04 ] , T merR _E A9 S5

PR S BMEmETERY BT ERER, i

. e [9] Repression \
Selifonova 2 ) Tn21 #1 5] F merRo/pT }- B pWR2, ek e i
AR pUCD615 w1 luxCDABE 145 75 ¥ 5, 28 40 J i merR § Iux CDABE

pRB28, 4 Hg’* 454 B E I MerR LB, 347E merR
Aida s+, 518 lux EFEFOE X, ERWERT o Aﬁﬁm \ Vﬁ? e
FHFEE(E2), I T et &N Hg' .

merR

Rasmussen %[15] Eﬁtgﬂﬂi ’ XTJ‘ PRB% Wﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ ’ *@E merRC,‘:D .
[ B pRB27, #5 4L K #F i HMS174 v, LN Hg“\i / Ve
PR R PN R ER S A0 2, 72 I AR THES0R P I AR IUAE i 2

MerR/Hg

HE Y IRRER AL, 8 Tri-Carp 2500 TR [NARIHEAR
B T BUR LT SR AU B O , &G THE ) g T
AR B TR

WA A AMET B EEREIE G T-lacZ
Pl A B L L 400 B A R R M 3P R R, AR

K2 HgERT lux ZEF MR RERE
Fig. 2 The specific expression of lux by mercury induction
merR, luxCDABE 38, MerR 4% [, MerR/Hg 3 Hg?* 5 MerR
HHSBBRNERY
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WIS T Cd BE AL RIZELR
2.1.2 Wi+ R LTS R R

I, 7 PR o5 R S 2 J 5 WP S s e M 0 £ 39 o 9 SR 36T\ PCB™™) | PAH™T 3 T A
KB EERY .

N T BFEA [ 2 3 DR 7 0 B A T AL S i o 0 22 5 A e 0 @ MR A 22 1R, Li 261 7R AR IR Y 2 1
T A RFM T, R T B g M e HSH PR E A VRS , LR T 2 Fa % asxt B An
E W) REE R R . T8 ek B RR MR (P. putida ) TOL UKL b HIJS 37 Pu e I T ayIR
K xylR WJR BT Pr 735 e B4 & GFP ) fUkr pPROBE-NT FI43{& luxCDABE K J5Uk: pUCD615 |, #4315
W FR 28 0 A ) A% B JBURL pTOLGFP i pTOLLUX,, B J5 43 3 7% A K #F B DHS o 4 i . 7E 96 S FLAR
#) LB $55- B M A 4 DHS o 40 2 RSG5 , A XYIR EEH 5H R KRGS GG ¥
a3 F Pu, B gfp B lux 3RIK B ALCE THAL A SIIAL T T, — =& i 18] 18] & P I 58 2 H i AR
YOCHT . I LR 2 PG ZE DRI X 2 005 T e A & W 1) BB 8 B L5 S I [ 110 22 5, AR 1) S S [ ik B
FR ML , 5 H 590« luae A2 W15 00 BEOE A TR R O A T R 28 S A A& 1, T gfp A W) 1% 18k s BE AT
FI T 1] 52 82 1 B ARE 5 BRI

HEA VLG G40 Wi 5355 b2, 38 5o 6 I 2 20 S0k b & ot 2 B R 7= A P 45 P2 AL ok S T A
UIRGE. 27/

2.1.3 WP E SRR

R, 15745 5 R B S sh Wil -3 b iy €1 ONTR PUR) e AR R SR E R IR

N T WS B A (0 R BRAE SRR R BB BB 25 3 A, Jaeger 255 Fil FIAR 45 3 B inaZ MO T 43 B GBS XT
TREWE AN € R AR 1 me oL ) A= ) 1% SRR 299 R-suer (& BB 1A serY :: inaZ ) F1 299R-tryp (& BlE 1K aail 32 inaZ)
S R A I AR B T RO R A KA P, 45 T3 IR R RO IR , Y A K B TR B, K Ak ) 15 IRk
PR SN TIRR T, B TR PS4 K, 24h J5 BB MRES LR IEE IS, 4 LB, M
BE  BUE B MR RRCE THRA AKNEE R L, B R B E -7 CEAER S 48 Smin R VRIBIR %L
THERRE R P VK . G52R8, TEAR R ) B I ) i) 8 S BR R 25 (R - P E IR K 2 R . BRI st
RAETEFEMRIR 12 ~ 160m MHRFER 3, T R ) K AR B SR AEAR R L3

W R EER 5SS MERYRN G s F LREEEME  IAGERIEY , £ R RS, 745
IR R ICIED, 2 Wi+ b B SR BRI 53— % Rl s . I4ESK, Standing 251 g — BB 58, R lux 4%
ICRTOLR M E B R RS 139 C NP W =FMERF R, ZRESE A WF S ITEE &
AT CN.P RBPIRIL , AR ERE IR 3 B R B T 2 4k2 (8] TR , I 08 I 4 5 i J oL S Bsf s 0 38 5
T
2.2 Wi R A S AR
2.2.1 Wi AT AR AE ) R B

W RSB R R ARERE TRMAEY AT A WFE S P B & 0 ST SE R LR I,

luxAB HRC I AEYDC T B A MR HE AR & , R, AR W06 2 5 40 M i AN 1k B HEAHSR, T gfp 920t
BAHRERT R, HTX—25, Unge & 4543 2 FhA: WART W E AR T 28 Go 0 7] i W 0 A 30 40 M 3 1
R A B g AARANE M . AT PR BURL pIC19Hefp E 1% gfp 3£ RS 3l PpsbA YI'F , 48 A pUC18Not Hifa g
A kL pAU102 , 30545 ikl pSB230 | luxAB )4 A pBluescrlptSK ( - ) H#4 E 5 41 Jii b7 pAU103, SR J5 %%
pAU103 H ) luxAB V) F 34 A Z| pAU102 {485 4H i ki pAU104 , Z J5%% pAU104 408 PpsbA-gfp-luxAB F
BT H4EA pUT i IRAMEE T 65 PpsbA-gfp-luxAB BRG R BT BT pUTefplux, Zr AL R HFE AR
[ FF R DHSa FFEAR ML E SBW25 H, 7E45 8 B[] ] B 19 , 25 6 60 BE 0, SRR AN AR A, A
& 0.5% ZERRTAE NIRY) , FIRFEFF 4min J5, F/EEE TR TR B, T g POLEEERIT T
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A EEIEE, RJE S B TR SR BRI A T A IO A H . S5R BN, BRI
W], SO REHE LS ofp JOCHM L IE IR A MREE RIE o — Bk ARSI , i T B A 240 M A 05 05 4
FEAR, SBTOCRBHE LR T H gfp FOLAMERIEL B AR FFAXTRE o
2.2.2 WIREFREBEEY-EYHEEER

T4 5 TR W R G S B 5T+ S AR ) S A AR ELAE PSR A, T — R R A W FFBE . Pistorio %77
BamHI 5 #7 B AR H A ARIR B ( Sinorhizobium meliloti ) B8 1A F 73y 51| ) F A Fi &k pMP10 BT, 285 5 M
/K pHPA456-Tc |} Smal BEY) T H#EHF Te' ZE R ) DNA i BUZEH, 7= A B K BORL pMPS o #5Kf pGreenTIR
B gfp-P64L/S65T i B HEE| 4 EcoRI BYIf) pMPS FiAk b, #4532 BUBT 1988 & ik pMP6, L3 45 a7tk
HAE R R e K _E B FORE pMP6 pi KIAT B S17-1 BB B rh AR B 2011 b, RJ5 R HEWREF B4
AEPREEAEE ARG I AEAR b, — IR T OEIRIESR 16h J5 , EFOL MMM 2 BB T , @i o 185 3h T
npt T #4H] T B ZESE B AR, B AT WL SRR B 7EAR A0 i 3l A28 A i) & B (L 18 AR AR T v 1 B3, IR
LHITE L R R RS o
2.2.3 WIRLEPHESEASIEER

JRAE S BB R LR P R A A B R R (B HOE S A S o i 2 R VR R R AR IR
MR o FIFE afp BRICHNE AT SR BRER AN T (0 25 1, A IR AR sh % 40 B O BRES B . Leung %% F A
TR JBE T To-Sgfp ¥ gfp 1 A FIREME PNP (5 [RAT 3 ( Moraxella sp. ) e ik rp  JRAFREGE ROLHI B G21,
HBOR RSP 5 5 488 F1 507nm 4 J5 A= 3h 4 W& P U IR ( Tetrahymena thermophila)) #7%] G21 i/
B, 22°C B R — eI 18] 5 , TV PO AR T vT BB LS B4 o 72 % g A U R OB B G21 3%
JCAE . SR BN, RZH G214 BRI 7E g A U 5 H mh R AR VAR L efp TRET H SR AE JRUAE W s W 1k Y T I
2.2.4 GEERMAEYIXT HIRKBE

AT I LR R R AR B W A e S A% 48 b 2175 YL A B XS Je ) BEAT R LA B
AW sh el R R a0 s B R | RSP T 5 ORI KNGS TR D efp S TR BOR AT LAAR
S SR P SRR, Burlage %52 i gfp B M 5B AL B 240 ML , 380 3o 906 43 O R BE T3 R A O 7E
BREFHAT N, GERFILTTIEBER T 40 BEAT 2 (LB BR , AT 7 S8 48 75 S A W 7 13 8 2 b ey e
BB AR RN o
3 %iE

s E R EA N TR R T R TR R NIXE BB A A E RSN 2.
2R R Rl T AR R FORLE e A SRR B, BORLAE 20 B BB A A2 R 7E R 2 LR p A B 2k, IR T
ARG EEXELMRIE. F351, 15 34 i 8 B A i Ak T 52 36 3 BB TE B BL , 18 B AH SR B A1 AL (TEZR
DHERRIE . AnfTE S —FhR R E I R IIREZ R 18 & il B IF RETE S R AE W RGP RIB IR
o T PR AR AT T e ) — R B A

B, E A F afp A5 10 B 3 %3 B9k 4 % 7 DLLBR SR BT 5% Ho7E 7 38 BAR b + 88 7 i 1R 3E , A F
luxAB FRICHIE 4K AR 78 + 4R T AR TR IR B ofp KT L8R Cu®* MR TARSR T A M R b
OB FE ) 2 (B2 KR AR BR K 05 3 R AR AR 04 , R Skt 0 26 PR T A 2+ 38 R 94T, 4
AR PR AT 2 R S P M 0 398 v R BT W) , RN SO AR BOR , Sl i B R A5 S B R A, e o B
TGP R B2, 1 2R BORTE SE R R AR B 7 58 38 AL AL , 264 D 338 o 2 i s T 4R i 58
e PR L AT 52
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