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Abstract; Current confusion in the taxonomy of the genus Phytolacca and interest in the manganese hyperaccumulative trait
reported in P. acinosa Roxb. has led to an extended field sampling, glasshouse cultivation and comparison with herbarium
materials of P. americana L. s. I. Our specific aim was to identify and name the manganese hyperaccumulator plant

correctly. The study indicated that the manganese hyperaccumulator plant P. acinosa which we first reported from the
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Xiangtan manganese tailings wasteland must be reduced to P. americana as a synonym. The identity of P. americana will

administer to the academic development by avoiding the sameness of scientific research.
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Fig. 1 Plant sample of Phytolacca sp. at Xiangtan manganese

tailings in Hunan, China
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Fig. 2 Phytolacca sp. growing in a glasshouse
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Fig. 3 The herbarium of Phytolacca americana
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