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Abstract; The characteristics and scientific value of ecological succession in Danxia Landform were discussed in this paper.
It was known that researches on vegetation succession were quite difficult for its long-term and intricate process. Space-for-
time substitution is an important method to study succession, while it needs intact spatial succession series. In Danxia
Landform, there are such primary and secondary succession series. On the hilltops, there are typical low shrubberies and
arboreal forests of primary succession. The surrounding slopes are subjected to seasonal rainfall erosion, weathering action,
gravitational collapse. The primary succession constantly starts from bare rocks, and then moss and herbage communities.
With further weathering of rock and effects of moss and lichen, soil layers are getting thicker and thicker, which pushes
primary succession ahead. New collapses are ceaselessly induced by the special geology geomorphological process, and then
a new primary succession starts from bare rocks. Thus, different stages of primary succession are formed in Danxia

Landform. In addition, the secondary succession series exist in Danxia Landform, including the pioneer forests, transitional
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forests and basically steady forests. Danxia Landform provides ideal sites for vegetation succession study. And the relative
studies would be helpful for the vegetation management and protection in this area. As ecological restoration reference, it is

also meaningful for the vegetation restoration.
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ROXE AR R, 53— T e R B A R K, B %ok S IR O B RV 1 b, — o B O 4R HH Bt
BB T SRR, X R MR IR R R

KT HEYBEEGS R, BE DR RIS H, F 248 SR, —BmS , BRRHXHE
B P TAR BRI A ZEE N . 728 FEREIOKTIRY b, WNB/REF 1K) (Muldrow Glacier) IR,
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Fig. 1 Primary and secondary succession series of Danxia Landform
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Fig. 2 Early-stage of primary succession in Shaoshiding, Danxia Mountain; Selaginella tamariscina community

B3 FHELEh TR AR R P S I SR B R - R R
Fig. 3 Mid- and late-stages of primary succession in Tuoshiding and Wanglangfeng, Danxia Mountain: evergreen short shrub-broadleaved forest

communities
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Fig. 4 General process of ecosystems degradation and restoration succession in south subtropics and subtropics!?!
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