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Abstract: In this study, we surveyed a random sample of 5000 citizens from six Chinese provinces ( Beijing, Shanghai,
Hubei, Hunan, Henan, and Shanxi) to understand their environmental attitudes, contrast factors ( between attitudes of
citizens in different demographic groups) , and potential motives for environmental conservation. The results indicated that
attitudes among policymakers and the public reflect a growing recognition of the key role that environmental restoration plays
in protecting the overall health of the environment. In total, 91% of the interviewees believed that the environment had
deteriorated severely during the past decade, compared with 44.4% in a 1999 survey. In addition, 78% of the interviewees
supported their government’s investment of more than 300 billion RMB ( ~10% of total government revenue in 2004 ) on

the “ Grain for Green Project” , which discouraged unsustainable land use by compensating farmers and herders for
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abandoning farming and grazing on marginal land. There was a strong correlation between environmental attitudes and net
income, education level, age, job, and location. Net income and education level were the key factors that affected
environmental attitudes. Based on these results, we propose that successful environmental restoration projects must include

both an education component and an economic development component.

Key Words: environmental attitudes; environmental policy; environmental degradation; environmental conservation
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B RFERHE BN ,40. 9% KR TTE NARRME T FHER,35. 3% WA N IR REEE  HIZ TR
B 19.7% Wi E NI RBEFERE (B 1),

®1 BREARMHESERAER(%)
Table 1 Citizen’s attitude of environment degradation in China (% )

b R TR

I
A Bom Yes No No opinion SD
15 ™ & B 4L Environment degradation badly 91.00 6.16 2.84 0.001 0.996
R IE R W {2ER Environment degradation impact health 83.88 10.91 5.21 0.001 0.737
Bt BHRI H R 7B 48 Chinese grain for green project is worthy 78.02 14.39 7.59 0.001 0.847
S Eﬁ B EBRZITFBIFIRMHEP Volunteering donating money to environment 7. 76 13.85 13.39 0.001 1.993
conservation
SD: FR#EZ standard deviation; p: fE /K SE Levels of significance
3.2 RRERARMFHER .
TR, 20 ~29 % B H AN TR B NG apn .
1o 'H [|] Same
BB 93.7% , MILZ T =60 HiBinE iy 2 | -, 4089%

N
B ™E B R 60.1% (p <0.001) ; 7E[E%“3h 35.27% )
REARTEE B O SRR, EREABERITEER

PEEAT R B, R R BRI R SRS i
LA BRI B IR R T R S T B 4 B T ‘
EIUH K2 BRI SR R B BRI RRER

Fig. 1  Attitude of “which is more important, environment or
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PR BB E H YOI R R IR LR 96. 4% (p <0.001) 78 1% SRR R 52 w0 B A fe R L B R4t
AERFFREHEHT B REES ETEEBERIOTBRARERF UL ENEF ANEZSFREE
B SRR R ELEZS (p <0.001; 1 3) , & RIFHFE B R EREEZH T K FHERZH

economy” of Chinese
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Fig. 2 Citizen’ s attitude of environment degradation at different age
in China (%)
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0.001; & 4), J&RMIHERBEH XERESLTFIA
B RAFA IR 2512 K (Kuznets ) iy “ U” BIEHZE
3.5 AEBARIFERE

WEERER, AF R EVRMEEAR BT
NI H R BB , 5435 i 96.5% \94.5%
M. 1% MEZ TREMT IR TIAARETER
AR HE 74% F177.8% (p <0.001) ; 72 B & “ 5%
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Citizen’ s attitude of environment degradation at different

Fig. 3

education level in China (% )
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Fig. 4 Citizen’ s attitude of environment degradation at different

net income in China (% )
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Fig. 5 Citizen’s attitude of environment degradation at different job in China (% )
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SFEMN T EICE R AN EHENH EREXBEN , AESRER, RS AR SHEIRE
FRIB AR AR , TE AR ML B Y P 2% V8 PR (Kuznets) “U” BB 28, 3R3E R IR ARS8 76 AR 4E BE 4 I 10000
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