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Per spectives on greenway devel opment

ZHOU NianrXing' , YU KongJian’ , HUANG Zhen-Fang’ (1. Gallege d Geographic Science, Nanjing Normal University , Narjing 210097 ,
China; 2. Graduate School of Landscape Architecture, Peking University , Beijing 100871, China) . Acta Ecologica Sinica,2006,26(9) :3108 3116.
Abgract: Geenways have become an inportant focus of research in interdsciplinary fields such as Gonservation Biology ,
Landscape Ecology , Urban Hanning, and Landscgpe Architecture. This growing research interes pardlds the popuar rise of a
greenways novement , which has gained cond deralde nomentum in many places around the world g nce the 1990s. Because of the
many ways in which the termis being used , this article examines the various conceptud and functiona definitions of greenways.
With the character of linear dements and the essence of connectivity emphaszed, it describes five periods of greerway
development : (1) initid greenway planning (1867-1900) ; (2) landscape architectura greenway planning (1900 to 1945) ; (3)
the influence of the environmenta decades (1960s and 1970s) ; (4) the naming of the greerway movement (1980s and 1990s) ;
(5) the begnning of an internationd greerway movement (1990spresent) . The artide do identifies four mgor functions o
greenways: (1) providing corridorsfor wildife novement ; (2) rendering opportunitiesfor recreationd activities; (3) boogting the
development of loca and regond ecoromies; and (4) accommodating a range of human val ues such as socid exchanges, culturd
preservation , higoricd commenration, and aeshetic enhancement.

Acoording to the ddfinition of greenways, this article discusses a drategc concept of landscgpe planning. These drateges are
defined as protective , defensve, dfensve and opportunigic. The seven seps of planning process have d been reviened. The
desgns of greerways should ded with such issues as: (1) the width of the corridor; (2) the location of greenways; (3) the
intercross between greenway and notorizedtway ; (4) greerway’ s surface and the dfiliated irfragructure; and (5) the indlination
o human caring.

Asfar as the research progress and planning practice of greenways in China are concerned, severd weaknesses including
scare research documents, no di ssertation on greenways , weak public awvareness, and few greerway projects have been recognized.
Being a conponent of ecologically sgnificart netural sysems, greenways bear potertid sin building natural conservetion network in
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China and will be helpful to shgpe city open gace and green sydem. It d 9 discusses the potentid use of greenway with higoric
heritage and cultura values. At lagt, the potentia use of recreationd greenway will be highlighted in the masstouriam era.

Key wor ds:greenways; nature conservation ; open space
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