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Abstract: The popularity of ecotourism activities has produced myriads of definitions. Among academics and industry stakeholders

alike, confusion results from the diversity of ecotourism definitions. The purpose of this research is to solve to this confusion by
presenting a set of criteria by which ecotourism can be better defined.

A thematic content analysis has been applied in order to extract a set of common themes from the definitional literature, The
following steps were followed: collection of definitional samples, analysis of identified criteria, creation of a conceptual framework,

test of coding on a sample of definitions, refinement of coding rules and analysis of framework, coding of definitions, recording of

results in the conceptual framework, assessment of reliability and accuracy, and tabulation of resulis.

The sample in this study includes 40 contemporary definitions of ecotourism, all of which were published after 1990. Based i
on the assumption that the most recent of definitions have benefited from antecedent efforts to define the concept, these definitions
have been included in order to explore contemporary definitional debate. Definitions from various sources were included to gain a
broad perspective in an attempt to define ecotourism better. ;

A set of tentative themes were determined in a pilot study, with a preliminary analysis of the definitional sample, as well as

on the basis of antecedent research, fifteen criteria was refined to analysis of ecotourism definitions. They are: distribution of
benefits to community and others, democratization, sustainability, preservation/ conservation, monitoring and assessment of

environmental impacts, education, minimizing impacts, small scale, ethics/ responsibility/ awareness, reliance on parks and ;
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protected areas, management, enjoyment/ experience, culture, adventure and nature-based.

The findings of this study confirmed the variability in existing ecotourism definitions. Of the fifteen criteria used for analysis,
six were identified as appearing most frequently in the definitional literature. These criteria include nature-based, preservation/
conservation, contribution to local community, environmental education, ethics/responsibility and sustainability. These six distinct
criteria are reflective of an evolutionary process whereby the thematic emphasis of ecotourism definitions has changed over time.
Based on these six distinct criteria, a composite working definition for ecotourism is presented. Ecotourism is in concert with the
principle ethics of sustainable tourism, it is a responsible form of nature-based tourism, whereby environmental and cultural
education, impact management, and community involvement ( control, benefits, and scale) are paramount to the experience.
Ecotourism actively contributes to the conservation and preservation of the environment on which it depends.

This preliminary definition and associated criteria will form the foundation for the researcher’ s future work, with the
understanding that the definition is evolutionary, and will continue to be shaped by the researcher’s accumulative understanding of
ecotourism .
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Fig.1 The comparative analysis of criteria in ecotourism definition
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appearances of the identified criteria

HiE2 EPAESRERTRAERNT
Attached list 2 An Analysis of Criteria in Chinese Ecotourism Definitions
E A 20 PSR SR HEPENT Criteria for analysis in 20 Chinese ecotourism definitions!!-2:6-14:15.17 =311

Sy B M AR ¥E Criteria for analysi N .
% Liferia for dldysis L 2034056 7 8 910111213 14151617 18 19 20 = PAMIE HF

Total observations Ranked Order

# X # 3% Distribution of Benefits (to

. e « e . . . . . . . . 13 2 ;
community and others)
[ 1k Democratization . . . 3 6
A FFEEE Sustainability . . . . . . « o e s 10 3
{33 Preservation/ Conservation L L ° ¢ A 15 1
A 300 0 £ PR 88 B2 Monitoring and . | .
assessment of environmental impacts :
R #F Education e e o n [ . . s . 10 3 ?
B /NE IR Minimizing Impacts . ] 7 E
ANHLBE (B /4l ) Small scale (groups and . I .
nterprises) ;
TR/ T AT/ Ethics/ Responsibility/ R, e e . . . 10 3 ‘
Awareness 7
e s 25 2l /R 7 [X Reliance on parks and . . . . s
protected areas
R & # Management . . . 3 6
E % /{3 Enjoyment/Experience . . . . . e s s e . 10 3
AL Culture . . . . . . . . 8 4
& & Adventure ) 3 6
VL& #5559 BB 7 5 Nature-based o o e P e o s e s o o 15 1

o fEE X PR AR Criteria observed in definition, * 7E & X e 47 ¥ HH B 40 Y% 3K Total bservations, * * HEFF Rank based on the number of observed

appearances of the identified criteria
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01BN ELFEE—BM """ Total measure of intercoder agreement in abroad definitions

1220 & & ¥ M 26 %
B3 BESESKRBBESHTRERR
Attached list 3 Reliability Percentage Agreement Calculations of different intercoder
HEY 2 AESESREES R B
Overall Measure of Agreement for Criteria in 12 abroad ecotourism definitions
ST HR M Criteria for analysis 2 TR L0 O
2 4 6 11 12 13 15 16 17 18 19 20 Overall Measure of Agree-
ment for Criteria (X) " *
# KX %3 Distribution 35 1 T FFFLH Primary Researcher L
of Benefits (to % 2 MRS E Secondary Researcher . LI ¢ s s s s A =0.83
community and others) [l & Agreement Value 1 o 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
[& E 1k Democratization 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 Bp=0.83
Al 542 1% Sustainability 1 o 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 C:=0.916
R H Preservation/ Conservation 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 D=1
{0 39 199 4 P 58 % 1 Monitoring and assessment of L1 0101 01 01 1 1 1 1 1 1 Ep=1
environmental impacts
¥ # Education 1 o 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 O Fp=0.75
#/ME W Minimizing Impacts 1 ¢t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Ge=1
ZVEUBE (B /4l ) Small scale (groups and nterprises) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Hp=1
¥ P8 L /9 45/ 31 Ethics/Responsibility/ Awareness 1 11 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I; =0.916
&/ /R X Reliance on parks and protected areas 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Jg=1
© 3% % B Management 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 Kg=0.916
5% & B Enjoyment/Experience 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Ly =0.916
AL, Culture 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Mg =1
B & Adventure 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Ny =1
LA B 48 % 250 6975 31 Nature-based 1 L 06 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 05=0.916

Ry =0.937(93.7%)

E20MEXLTHENMR 0% MRS, » BT HRESFE - MHEERS—-BACH 1,F—B00 05 » * SFR—FRHE— B E (X pogn =

A
Xgr + Tpy + Fps + Fpn + Tpiz + Fpy + Ags + Sps + Apg F Tps + Sps + ¥po/12)5 % % % SR (Regun = Ar + Bp + Co+ Dp + Ep + Fp+ G + He + I +

Je+ Kg + Ly + Mg + Ng + 05/15)

Based on a random sampling of 60% of definitions; * Intercoder Agreement Values (1 = Agreement, 0 = Non-Agreement ) ; *

* Overall Measure of Agreement for Criteria in Abroad definitions( X cpiee = ¥c1 + %4 + %5 + Xy + gy + Xgio + X + Beiz + Fes + xas + Tay + Zas + S/
12); * % * * Total Measure of intercoder agreement (Repinese = Ac + Bc + Co+ Do+ E¢ + Fo+ G+ He + Ip + Jo + Ko + Le + Mg + N + 0¢/15)

B4

MESKFRSHTRERR
Attached list 4 Reliability Percentage Agreement Calculations of different intercoder

HWAH B AERESKEESRA -k g

Overall Measure of Agreement for Criteria in 13 Chinese ecotourism definitions

SAHT PR AE Criteria for analysis — B
1 4 6 7 8 10 11 12 13 15 17 18 19 Overall Measure of
. Agreement for Criteria
3t X 2 2% Distribution of % 1 1~#A 9T E Primary Researcher L J J . . . . . .
Benefits (to community %8 2 W% & Secondary Researcher LI L e+ A,=0.92
and others) R B ¥ Agreement Value 1 1 1 o0 1t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
B F 4k Democratization 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 B;=0.92
Al #5484 Sustainability 1 0 0 0 1 o0 + 1 1 1 1 1 1 Cg=07
-3 Preservation/ Conservation 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 D:=0.92
$Mﬂ 11 4F 4 7 48 & 0 Monitoring and assessment of environmental Dol 11 111111 Ee1
impacts
FEHH Education o 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0o 1 Fe=077
B/NE W Minimizing Impacts 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 6:;=09
N (BE 4K/ £k ) Small scale (groups and nterprises) 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 He=1
JE & #MLFE/HF 4 /3R Ethics/Responsibility/ Awareness 11 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 I:=077
K H A FH SBRF P X Reliance on parks and protected areas o 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 Je=0.85
FL 4 Management 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Ke=1
B Z/{k 58 Enjoyment/Experience 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 L;=0.85
4k Culture 1 1 1 1 o0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M=09R
B B Adventure 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 N;=0.85
LA B 44 25 E A (9 75 3 Nature-based 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0,=0.85
20 EAE XEED —BHE " " " Total measure of {ntercoder agreement in Chinese definitions R; =0.88

VLA R 3040 M E MR IR — B Xruw = Xewgin + Xchiness = Sm + %5 + %ps + %pn + Zpn + Xps + Zms + Xpg + Amy + Tps + Sgo +

®po + gL+ Xk Ko+ Aoy F X+ Ko + oy F Faz f Fas +F Teas + ¥e7 + Aos + %09/25) Overall Measure of Agreement for Criteria in 40 ecotourism

definitions: Xrpyw = Xgngioh + X chinese = ¥m + %54 + %56 + X511 + g2 + Y3 + Bps + Spg + PE7 + ¥ + Xpp + Fpo + Vo + Ggy + B + g + Xy + Tog +

Xou + xez + Tos + Tas t xor + T + 2ee/25
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