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Seasonal differences of energy fluxes among crop and grass ecosystems in

semiarid region of southern Ningxia

ZHANG Xiao-Yu, WANG Lian-Xi, YUAN Hai-Yan (Ningxia Key Laboratory for Meteorological Disaster Prevention and
Reduction, Yinchuan, Ningxia 750002). Acta Ecologica Sinica,2005,25(9):2333~2340.

Abstract : Human activities have dramatically influenced terrestrial ecosystems through altering the surface energy balance in the
atmosphere-land interactions. Understanding the surface energy balance in various vegetation surfaces and ecosystems is
essential for evaluating the impacts of management activities on the succession of natural and anthropogenic ecosystems. In the
semiarid region in Southern Ningxia of China, exranding agricultural and overgrazing grasslands has resulted in degradation of
natural grass ecosystems. Recently, a management policy-crop-to-grassland conversion has been practiced in this area to
prevent deterioration of ecological processes. To understand the effects of this management activity on ecological processes, we
examined microclimate and energy fluxes in four types of ecosystems, including typical grassland (TG), which are grasslands
with regular grazing, grazing-forbidden grassland (GFG), which are grasslands without grazing, semiarid savanna (S5),
which are grasslands with sparse trees, and cropland (CL). The objectives of this study were to (1) examine microclimate
differences in the four crop and grassland ecosystems; (2) quantify each component of surface energy balance (i.e., net
radiation, soil heat flux, sensible heat flux, and latent heat flux) in different ecosystem types and seasons; and (3) evaluate
the benefits of crop-to-grassland conversion in semiarid agricultural area.

This study was conducted in Haiyuan County, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, China, located between 1 528~2 600 m
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elevation within 36°2'4" ~36°27'54" N, 105°32" 42" ~105°37'36"E. All microclimatic measurements were collected manually or
automatically once an hour during Spring (April 17~26, 2001), Summer (July 13~22, 2001), Fall (October 15~24, 2001),
and Winter (January 15~24, 2002). We measured net radiation (B) at 1.5 height and soil heat flux (Qs) at 5cm depth. We
also measured air temperature, relative humidity, and wind speed at 0.5, 1.0, 1.5, and 2. 0m in height above the ground.
Using those measurements and Energy Balance method (B=H + LE—Qs), we calculated sensible heat flux () and latent
heat flux (LE). Bowen Ratio (8=H/LE) was also computed to evaluate the features of heat and water vapor transportation in
the four types of ecosystems.

Our results indicated that the magnitudes and diurnal patterns of net radiation, soil heat flux, sensible heat flux, and
latent heat flux were significantly different among typical grassland, grazing-forbidden grassland, semiarid savanna, and
cropland in four typical seasons;

Net radiation had regular diurnal patterns in all seasons. Positive net radiation occurred during the daytime (7:00~18:00)
with maximum up to 700 W/m?*(12:00~14:00), while negative net radiation displayed at night with minimum less than 100
W/m?. The highest daily accumulated net radiation occurred in the summer, and the lowest occurred in the winter. In the
spring » daily accumulated net radiation was larger than that in the fall. Comparing daily accumulated net radiation among the
four types of ecosystems, we found that semiarid savanna had relatively larger daily accumulated net radiation in the spring and
fall seasons and smaller daily accumulated net radiation in the summer than the other three types cropland experienced the
highest daily accumulated net radiation during the summer. Daily accumulated net radiation in typical grassland and semiarid
savanna was negative during winter.

Soil heat flux was ten times less than net radiation. It indicated that up to 90% of net radiatio.n was allocated to sensible
and latent heat flux (i.e., H and LE) rather than soil heat flux. However, the seasonal patterns of soil heat flux determined
daily and annual increase and decrease in soil temperature. For example, in the spring, soil heat flux (90 W/m?) was used to
heat soil surface in the daytime and resulted in an increase in soil temperature; soil heat flux (30 W/m?®) escaped from soil
surface during the nighttime and resulted in decrease in soil temperature. Soil heat flux showed a general seasonal pattern,
which showed the largest in the spring, the second largest in the summer, and the smallest in the winter. In the {our
ecosystem types, typical grassland and grazing-for bidden grassland had similar diurnal patterns of soil heat flux. Semiarid
savanna had smaller values than typical grassland during the nighttime because this type of ecosystem was dominant in the
shaded slopes. It suggested that semiarid savanna experienced less soil temperature fluctuation in a day or in seasons than the
other three types of ecosystem. Comparing the flu;tuation of soil heat flux, we found that the maximum of soil heat flux in the
summer and fall (30~50 W/m?) was significantly lower than that in the spring (90 W/m®). During the winter, heat was
transported from the soil surface, resulting in a decrease in soi1l temperature.

Sensible heat flux showed typical diurnal patterns that had been reported in other semiarid and arid area. Sensible heat
flux weis positive during the daytime but negative during the nighttime. This feature of sensible heat flux significantly differed
from the patterns observed in moist climatic zones, which might have lower positive value or remain negative all day long.
Apparently, moisture conditions controlled the magnitudes and diurnal patterns of sensible heat flux. Because there was
significant variation among the four types of ecosystems, a variety of patterns of sensible heat flux appeared. In the spring.
sensible heat flux was the most important part of surface energy budget and differed in different ecosystem types. For example,
sensible heat flux was 70% ~ 95 % of net radiation in typical grassland and 40% ~ 60% in grazing-forbidden grassland and
semiarid savanna. In the summer, sensible heat flux was still the major distribution of net radiation. In typical grassland, 60 %
~80% of net radiation was contributed to sensible heat flux, and less than 50% of net radiation was contributed to sensible
heat flux in other types of ecosystems. In the fall. the maximum of sensible heat flux occurred at 381 w/m?® in typical
grassland, and cropland had the lowest peak value of sensible heat flux (128 W/m?®) in the four types of ecosystems. In the
winter, there was a strong diurnal pattern in typical grassland. but it was not observable in other ecosystem types.

Latent heat flux indicated that the features of water vapor transport were significantly different in the four ecosystem
types. Compared with the other three types of grasslands, cropland had the greatest upward water vapor transport in the
summer, fall, and winter. The lowest upward water vapor transport occurred in typical grassland. In the daytime of spring,

because semiarid savanna received the most net radiation of the ecosystem types and also had relatively sufficient water
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supplement for evapotranspiration, upward water transport was the greatest in the four ecosystem types with the maximum
283 w/m? in a day and daily accumulated value 3.5 w/m?®. In grazing-forbidden grassland, the most upward water transport
during a day occurred between 9:00~ 12:00 with the maximum 159 w/m® at 11:00 in the morning. Meanwhile, typical
grassland had the lowest upward water transport in the three measured ecosystem types. These three types of ecosystem had
negative latent heat flux, indicating slight water condensation during the spring nighttime. During the summer, cropland had
the largest upward water vapor transport with the maximum 495 W/m®*. Grazing-forbidden grassland and semiarid savanna
displayed similar variations in latent heat flux. Typical grassland had the lowest upward water vapor transport in the four
ecosystem types. During the nighttime, typical grassland did not have water condensation, while water condensation appeared
in the other three types. In the fall daytime, cropland maintained the highest value of latent heat flux, but the value was
significantly lower than that in the summer and close to the value that occurred in the spring. Water condensation appeared
around 19:00 in cropland. Daily accumulated latent heat flux in cropland was the largest in the four types of ecosystem and
followed by those in semiarid savanna, grazing-forbidden grassland, and typical grassland, respectively. In the winter, the
maximum latent heat flux occurred in semiarid savanna with 133 W/m*. Cropland and grazing-forbidden grassland had slight
upward water transport, and typical grassland had almost no upward water transport.

From the Bowen Ratio (8), we found that during the daytime in summer, B ranged from 0.2~0.7, 0. 2~1.0, 0.2~9. 2,
and 1. 5~13.1 in cropland, semiarid savanna, grazing-forbidden, and typical grassland, respectively. These values were much
lower than the values in extremely arid area such as dessert and Gobi area. Compared to cropland, semiarid savanna had a
similar range of B values, whereas typical grassland had a larger B value. It suggests that semiarid savanna did not diiter from
cropland very much from water consumption point of view, but typical grassland consumed much less water than cropland
during the summer. On the other hand, grazing-forbidden grassland covered a larger range of B values than cropland. It
indicates that highly spatial variability and ecological complexity should be considered in this type of ecosystem.

We concluded the practice of crop-to-grassland conversion was important to restore ecological processes and protect
natural resources in semiarid southern Ningxia. This study suggests that crop-to-grassland conversion will help to save water
resources in this semiarid region. Although typical grassland consumes less water than grazing-forbidden grassland and
semiarid savanna during the summer, grazing-forbidden grassland has potential ecological significance in the long term, and
semiarid savanna should be restricted in north-facing slopes with abundant ground water.

Key words :heat flux; latent flux; soil heat flux; crop-to-grassland conversion; energy balance method; grassland;cropland
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Fig.1 Comparison of net radiation and soil heat fluxes on a clear day in different season
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Fig. 3 Comparison of latent heat flux on a clear day in different season
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