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Definition and extension of the concepts “wildlife”, “wild fauna and flora” and
“wild origin”

ZHOU Zhi-Hua'?, JIANG Zhi-Gang'?® (1. Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080, Chinas 2. The
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Abstract: It is important to define the concepts of “wildlife”, “wild fauna and flora” and “wild origin” for wildlife research,
conservation, legislation and enforcement. In this paper. we pointed out that the definitions of these concepts used in
administrative management and legislation are different from those used in scientific research, e. g. in the fields of Wildlife
Ecology and Conservation Biology. We classified, compared and analyzed the definitions of these concepts. including
“wildlife”, “wild fauna and flora”, “wild origin”, “animal”, “plant”, “bred in captivity”, “artificial propagated”, “natural”,
“artificial synthesized” etc. These definitions are collected from domestic and international legal documents and scientific
books. Based on above analysis. we discussed the relationship among these concepts and gave our own definition for “wild
fauna and flora”. We also found that some concepts did not have clearly cut boundaries. In legal practice, these definitions
should be adjusted according to practical needs. We suggested the Chinese legislature body to study the legislation experience of
other countries and international society and to consider the technical development of animal breeding and plant propagation for
making clear, strict and practical definitions in the legal documents which will be helpful for wildlife management and
enforcement in China.
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