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Abstract: The rapid development of forestry program in China provides us with a great opportunity for re-
vising the management guidelines for China’s diminishing forest ecosystems. There are also many chal-
lenges that will be faced to accomplish these tasks. By examining the current status of China’s forestry,
we found that, on one hand, both the macro forest policy and micro forestry practice lack basis of ecologi-
cal supports; on another, it is not enough for ecologists to solely develop ecological theories. There is a
need to develop tools that can merge ecological theories into forestry practice. Ecological Classification
System (ECS) is a method to identify, characterize, and map ecosystems. The aim of ECS is to provide a
format to convey basic information on the biological and physical characteristics of the landscape in a con-
cise, integrated. standard. and thorough manner for the purpose of ecosystem management. By mapping
combinations of a landscape’s various characteristics, ECS can help foresters to determine forest manage-
ment methods based on the capabilities and suitabilities of landscapes. The ECS is examined and applied
initially in eastern Jilin Province.
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