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Functions of root channels in the soil system

WANG Da-Li, YIN Cheng-Qing (SKLEAC. Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciencess Chinese A-
cademy of Sciences. Beijing 100085 .China)

Abstract; The structure, distribution and functions of root channels in the soil system were reviewed.
Root channel is one important component of macropores in the soil system. It is a multimedia-interface,
which involved with plant root, soil, microbe, water and air. It plays an important role in soil preferential
flow, solute transportation, pollutant absorption and transform. In natural and constructed wetlands, the
developed root channel system in the soil constructed a pollutant transport channel, absorption interface,
and micro-digestion pool, It can improve the efficiency of these sewage treatment projects. Unfortunately .,
root channels were not well researched because of the difficulties of methodology and define.
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Fig.1 Types of root channel
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