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Behavioral ecology of Black-Necked Crane during winter at Cao-
hai,Guizhou,China

LI Feng-Shanl , MA Jian-ZhangZ (1. Institute for Environmental Studies, UW-Madison, Wi 53706,USA;
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Abstract : Wintering behaviors of Black-Necked Cranes (Grus nigricollis)can be put into 7 categories:forag-
ing , maintenance , agonistic , alert, locomotion , interspecific relation and territoriality. With the progress of
winter .food resources decreased. This correlated with a change in foraging behavior of young cranes from
begging to grabbing food from their parents. Some crane families established territories, presumably to
guard their food sources. Size the territory.determined by the male or the stronger parent.changed daily
and as winter progressed. To access food sources or defend the territory,agonistic behavior, mostly in a
form of ritualization,was frequently displayed.
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Fig. 1 Ritualized threat displays of Black-Necked Cranes
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Fig. 2
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Sketch map of territories of wintering Black-Necked Cranes(a
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